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NAME JOHN C. HOLLAND

Occupation . Member of Los Angeles City Council

Address 271 Lemont Drive, Los Angeles 4<, California

Birth ‘pae™  July 6, 1293, at Bartlett, Williamson County,

Texas

FATHER William Philip Holland

Birth (1131::;;"(1 October 1860, at Fluvanna County, Virginia

If Deceased, When  December 1937

MOTHER Betty Connell Holland

Birth (Iln)lztcz;nd in 1867, at Liberty Hill, Texas

If Deceased, When November 1917.

IF MARRIED, TO WHOM  Alice Colby Vells

. D d -
Birth of Same (pnii‘ii‘" Redlands, California

If Deceased, When

When Married  June 30, 1919,

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

Mary Elizabeth Holland Neeb

Helen Louise Holland Osterberg




TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with
the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.) Attended High
School at Roswell, New Mexico; one year at the University of
Texas; three years at Stanford University, graduating from
“the latter college with a Bachelor of Arts degree (Pre-legal).

CLUBS, LEARNED SOCIETIES, ETC. American Legion Post 206;

F. & AM. Lodge 382 (Highland P&r&) 5 Highland Park Kiwenis Club;
Delta Sigma Rho.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS Republican

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE Msy 1919; in

Los Angeles since this date.




SKETCH

(Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor or trust
with dates if possible.)
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF COUNCILMAN JOHN C. HOLLAND

The record for the most seniority in the 1S5-member
Los Angeles City Council belongs to Councilman John C. Holland of
the 1l4th District, who has served longer than any Council member
in the City's history--move than‘le consecutive years.

Moreover, it is to his credit that 72 has never had to
face an opponent in A runoff election, hecausz he always managed
to emerge victorious in every primary election in which he was
entered. That held true the first time that he scught office in

Rpril, 1943, and the same storxy was renestad a2t the primarv elections
- o v

and 1963.
of 1945, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1953, 1955,k 1959, uUn-il the mid-50's,

U

when the Charter was changed; Los'ﬁngeiﬁs Qoﬁﬂéil members were
clectad for only two-yoar terms. They now scrve four vears, with
Council seats in the even-number districts to be filled by the
voters in the alternating two-year periods. The 14th District which
Mr. Holland represents includes Highland Park, where he makes his
home: Ragle Rock, Atwater, a portion of the Griffith Park Los Peliz
areas and some smaller contigious sectioms.

Only two years after he received his pre-legal Bachelor
of Arts degree at Stanford University in 1917, Mr. Holland decided
to forego a career in low and he open2d an electric appliance
business in Highland Park. He continpu usly operated it until

December, 1951.



Berore enrolling at Stanford, Mr. Holland, who was born
in Bartlett (Williamson County) Texas, attended the University of
Texas for oﬁe-year. He was graduated from high school at Roswell,
New Mexico

Councilman Holland became deeply interested in local
politics at a time when municipal government in Los Angeles was
under a cloud--in the late 30's. 1In 1938, a reform movement was
launched to unseat the late Frank Shaw as Mayor. Mr. Holland took
part in this civic campaign arnd also in the accompanying drive to
elect Superior Court Judge Fletcher Bowron, tha reform candidate,
as the new Mayor. This drive proved successful and it brought about
a thorough house-cleaning in City Hall. Mayor Bowron was to stay
in office for 15 years.

It was in 1942 that he called Mr. Holland to his office
one day and asked him to serve as a member of the Fire Commission.
Mr. Holland agreed to take the appointment, resigning the next
spring when he decided to throw his hat into the ring for the
City Council. It was the first time that he had run for public
office and he was elected in the primaries.

During his second term, which began July 1, 1945, Mr. Holland
was appointed Chairman of the important Finance Committee, a post
he held for eight years, or until a new Council President was chosen.
He guided the affairs of this important Committee along a rocky

course in the post-war period when funds were desperately needed for
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public improvem:nts, and when the unprecedented growth of the city
began to gathsr its momentum. The Police .Administration Building,
the Health uilding and others were put up while he headed the
Finance Committee, which has the responsibility of locking after
the City's fiscal welfafe. Mr. Holland originated many other public
impr/ rements in his own District, such as the reconstruction of
Col/.rado Boulevard, such contributing thoroughfares as Cypress

A .nue and Eagle Rock Boulevard.

Probably nothing more significant has been done by
Mr. Holland as a Council member in hig 18-plus years than when he
found himself brought sharply into focus in the public spotlight
as a leader in the fight against conveying city-owned land in Chavez
Ravina to the Los Angeles Dodgers for a stadium site. His continuing
oppasition to this transfer of some 300 acvres of land stamped him
in the public's mind a3 a public official who had the courage to
grick to his own ideals and wage a fight for a principle.

Councilman Holland isn't the type, however, who goes
around with a chip on his shoulder. One y2ar when he was up for
reelection, he was strongly opposed by a group of Fire and Police
Department émployees. And he beat their candidate to a frazzle.
Yet, he held no hard feelings against those city employees. As a
matter of fact, he is now Chairman of the Council’s Police, Fire
and Civil Defense Committee, and as such he steers through to the
Ccuncil floor legislaticon having to do with the Pire Department

and the Police Department. And, take it from him:
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"I earnestly believe that Los Angeles not only has an
outstanding Police Department and Pire Department, I believe that
they are the best to be found in any city in the world. They
carefully screen candidates for appointments to jobs in the two
Departments, they keep them under strict supervision, and at the
same time they do everything possibie to eacourage them to c¢limb
the promotional ladder ﬁhat has at the top better jobs, carrying
higher salaries. All of which, in my opinion, brings forth much
greater efficiency, loyalty and, better public service. Our Police
and Fire Departments are the best ‘investment’ that the city can
make on behalf of public safety and welfare."”

| Not long after he received his diploma at Stanfoxd,
Mr. Hbliané marxied his callége‘éwéetheart, Alice Wells, whose
grandparents came to Californiz in 1887 from Vermont, settling in
Redlands, California. Her father Kari C. Wells was one of the
Founders of Redlands University. Wwhile an undergraduate student
at Stanford, the Councilman was active in debating and athletics,
and he "made” the varsity wrestling team. Between graduatiocn time
and 1919, when he opened his store in Highland Park, the Councilman
was in the Army in World War Ore. He gats together on occasion
with some of his buddies of that conflict when he attends meetings
of the American Legion Post No. 206, of which he is a life member.
He is also a member of the Masonic Lodge, the Elks Lodge and

several service clubs in the Highland Park section.
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The Hollands have two married daughters, Mary Elizabeth
Neeb and Helen Louise Osterberg, and three grandsons. |

Ironically, this man who fought so intensely against
turning over to the Dodgers Chavez Ravine property, happens to
be a dyed-in-the-wool baseball fan. He and Mrs. Holland take in
the games quite often. There are indications that he may £find
himself in the spotlight again, once the machinery is set in motion
again to provide a new, larger zoo for L¢s Angeles. Councilman
Holland opposed granting a contract to a private organization to
operate the zoo, for which bond funds voted in 1957 are available,
and the matter currently is hanging fire in an appellate court.
Meantime, he manages to keep very busy looking after the welfare

of his constituents.
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Borm at Bartlett, Williamson County, Texas;
attended High School at Roswell, New Mexlico; one year
at the University of Texas, three years at Stanford
University, graduating in 1917 from the latter college
with a Bachelor of Arts degree (Pre-legal).

In 1819 he established an electric appliance
business in the Highland Park section of Los Angeles,
vwhich he continuously operated until December, 1951.

He is a member of the Amerdican Legion, |
Post No. 206; Masonic Lodge; Elks; and service clubs
in the Highland Park section.

In 1942 Mayor Bowron appointed him to the
103 Angeles Fire Commisslion where he served until he
was elected to the City Council of Los Angeles from the
14th District 2t the Primary Election of April 1043,

He was again elected as a Member of the City Counell a2t
the Prinmary Elections in 1945, 1947, 1o49, 1951, 1953,
1555, sad agaim im 1959, and 1963.

During his second term in office, Holland
vwas sppointed Chaimman of the important Finsnce Committee,
a post he held for elght years. He has been g member of
the Public Works; the Stabte, County and Federal Affairs;
and the Governmental Efficlency Commitiees.

Currently, Holland is Chairman of the Peolice,
Flre and Civil Deflense Committee, and a member of the
Flnance and the Bullding and Saf'ebty Committees.
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'{ During his second term as
John C Honan.d 1'Councilman he was appointed
i chairman of the important Fin-
1 ance Committee, a post he held
] IS"‘IC% for eight years.
‘ Currently, he is chairman of
W 2ot ‘ the Police, Fire, and Civil De-
. fense Committee, and member of
i the Finance, and Building and
! Safety committees.
- Born in Bartlett, Texas, Hol-
I land attended Stanford Univer-
: sity, graduating in 1917 with a
* B.A. in pre-law.

In 1919 he established an elac-
- trical appliance business in High-
. land Park, which he continued
to operate until 1951,

The Councilman is a member
. f the American Legion, Post
8 206; Masonic Lodge; Elks, and
1 service clubs in Highland Park.

~ Elected to the City Councﬂ‘ﬁ,
from the 14th District in the
. 1943 primary election, Council-
man John C. Holland has been
- reelected in every primary from
then until 1955, and again in
: 1959.

Holland approached politics as

a member of the Fire Commis-
sion appointed by Mayor Fletcher
- Bowron in 1942,




