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1.0S ANGELES CITY COUNCILMAN

Councilman for the lst District

Term: 4 years

Salary: $17,000

Name: Louis R, NowWell

Birthplace & date: salt Lake City, Utah, February 8, 1915.

Date of first election: 1953 {Appointed in 1962 to fill a
vacancy) .

Personal data: Married Maxine in 1941, three children, Julie,
Jim and John.

Education: Franklin High School in Los Angeles; Los Angeles
City College, Majored in mechanical engineeringn

Professional data: Januvary, 1940 became member of the Los
Angeles Fire Dept., serving a total of 23 years; Was Captain
of Engine 74 at the time of his appointment to the City
Council in 1962; Member, Board of Directors, Los Angeles
Firemen's Credit Union:; Member, Public Works Committee,
Planning Committee, and Police, Fire & Civil Defense

--—Committee of the City Council; First appointed to the City e

Council in 1662; After winning first election in 1963, he

gg%ghis first full term in the primary election of 196% re-elected
Organizations: Honorary Life Member cf the P.T.A.; Century

Club, Y.M.C.A.; Board of Directors member-Verdugo Hills

Council of Boy Scouts, Assistant Scout Master; and Member,

high school Advisory Committee. ,

Source: Councilman Nowell's Office



.. MUNICIPAL RETERELCE .

LOUTS R NOWELL LiBRARY
FEBA 971
Counc11man First Dlstrlct 1003 GITY HALL

e LOS ANGELES, CALIF, 90012
BLOGRAPHY: .. .- -

Born on FebruaryAS; l915hin‘Salt Lake City, Utah.....one of twelve children
«+..50n of a blacksmith....father died when the Councilman was~lO’years old.

Mother, Minnie Nowell brought remalnlng famlly of three chlldren to
Los Angeles in 1931 : . LT

Councrlman Nowell was graduated from Franklln ngh School in Los
Angeles and continued his education at Los Angeles City College where he "
maJored in mechanical englneerlng

.January, 1940 he became a member of the Los Angeles Flre Dept He
moved through the ranks to a position of Captain. His total years of ser-
vice numbered twenty -three.

{37 Durlng hlS f1re flghting career he was elected President .of the 8, 500
member Fire and Police Protective League, a post he resigned to become a.
candidate for the City Council in 1962. Councilman Nowell was first app01nt-
ed by the City Council and has been elected twice to his office. At the
time of his appointment he was Captain of Englne 74 which serves the Sunla
,TuJunga area of the San Fernando Valley.. RS L R R PE =

' Vital to the CounClean s success has been hls wife Maxlne whom he
married in 1941. As testimony to this, in November, 1968 about 400 frlendo
honored the Nowells at a "We Love. Loule & Max1ne dinner : b

TheFNowells»have three chlldren.v The1r~daUghter; Julieufa:graduatewdfs
Brigham Young University is presently a Sr. Public Health Nurse with the
County of Los Angeles. Their elder son, Jim, was graduated from Long Beach
’State College with a degree in Business Adminlstratlon and is currently
managing the sales dept. of a construction company. Jim is married to the-
former Nancy Shomler of Sunland, a talented musician who attended Marymount
College on a.musical scholarshlp "Jim and Nancy are the parents of the
Nowell's first grandson, Bradley, born in February, 1968. The younger. son,
John attends Mt. Gleason Jr. High School and is active in Scouts and the
Knights. A niece, Diane, lives with the Nowells and attends Verdugo Hills
ngh SCbOOl . P . : . AR 3

The Counc11man has long been active in youth act1v1t1es, ranging - from
Honorary Life Member-P;T:A.; Century Club-Y.M.C.A., Board of Directors mem-
ber-Verdugo Hills Council’ of Boy Scouts,- a551stant Scout Master and hlgh -
school Advisory Commlttee Member SRR G

Durlng hlS career he has 1earned many bulldlng trades " 'He was super-
intendent for construction of several hundred homes in Hawaii and is a mem-
ber :of the Board of: Directors of the multi-mllllon dollar Los Angeles Fire-
men's Credit Union - :

The Nowells have llved in Sunland since- 1945 and for relaxation at f”‘
home they enJoy 1nforma1 gatherings ‘'with- famlly and frlends. o T

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Patience, persistence and his. adeptheSs of: parliamentary procedure...
honed to.a. keen edge during his six years ‘of City Council service has earned
Louis. Nowell a broad-based: respect among ‘those in.and out’ of Clty government
and the reputation of being a highly productive individual.: ‘



NOWELL ADDITIONAL- INFORMATION - continued

Councilman Nowell representsjtﬁe largést geographic area, about 76 sq.
miles, almost one-sixth the totgl area of the City. It includes the com-
munities of Arleta Lake View Terrace, Mission Hills, Pacoima, Shadow Hills,
Sunland, Sun Valley, Sylmar and Tujunga, plus portions of Granada H;lls and
North Hollywood with a combined population of about 226,000. o

......

G01ng into his seventh” Vear of servrce €6 the c1tlzens, Nowell has won
high respect in his own guiet way. He knows the complexity of city govern-
ment and uses it adroitly which enables, him to. accomplish tasks. . that some
‘tlmes border on the 1mposs ble.-.a Do C e e i Ty
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This former Fire Captain was honored in 1963 as Lhe ”Callfornla Legls—
lator of the. Year" an award presented for the first time to a Los Angeles
Coun011man by the Callfornla Conference: of Historical Soc1et1es. ;

During his six years in City Hall, he has served on three of the most
vital Council committies while holdrmg the chalrmanshlp of the hlghly 1mpor»
tant Publlc Works, Commlttee. i : :

Los Angeles Clty Councxl is the only elected munlclpal body in the
world that meets every working day of the year. The committee meetings
‘also require hours of unheralded time ‘and effort each day to make investiga-
tions and reports to the full Council on every problem brought to the City.

Be81des hlS work on the Public- Jorks Committee which includes. theﬁ g
flrst ‘water reclamation project that will eventually recover 200 mllllon
gallons of water daily now wasted into the ocean, Nowell serves on the
Plann;ng,Commlttee and the Police, Fire and C1V11 Oefense Commlttee.

,_«_.‘, ST

In Vovember oE 1960, he was chosen by his colleagues as chalrman of. the
c1ty-w1de ‘parking authorlty after successfully leadlng the fight to build. a
Cther proposals would have cost the, taxpayers mllllons to erect thlS fac1l-
ity, but Nowell's 1n31stance that a plan be devised whereby resulting reve-
nues fron the leased shops and service areas would totally finance the: pro-
ject, ellmlnaf‘lno the need for' any taxation to support the project.

"I suppose we all want to resolve governmental problems w1th simple, .
solutions, ' Nowell recently commented, "But when we delve deeply into them
and even w1th the help of interested c1tlzens, the answers are not easily
obtalned Cur democracy demands a long hard look at all. of our problems.

It is perhaps not the most efficient way to proceed but. the checks and
balances produce a basic honesty in government that ellmlnates the possibil-
ity of any power structure enduring and we eventually find reasonable solu-
tlons to our problems. o 5 e : L Ee st

Favorlng long- ranoe goals Of" real merlt instead’ of trylng to capltallze
on pOlltlcal exoedlents Nowell prov&d hig” forsvohtedness when ‘he, spearhead—
ed the "Clympics 76 campalgn This resulted in Los Angeles winning the U.S.
designation to enter worldwide competition for the 1976 summer games. . Be-
cause of Nawell's' efforts, Los Angeles; for the’ flrst time s1nce 1932 will
be considered to host’this prestigicus” intéfnationdl athletic competition,
which if awarded, will have an economic impact upon the community estimated
at $500,000,000. DR L
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in maJor city-widé” progects, thls is not hlS only concevn he spends five

nights a month, one’ evenlng each in "fi Ve’ba51c communities. for his "'Town

Hall® meetlngs, resolv1ng the 1mmed1ate problems of hls d1str1ct,,;“ el
Thus, for six years, Nowell has been a most effective legislator.

After winning his first election in 1963, he won his first full term
by an overwhelming margin in the primary election of 1965,



‘LIGHTING LOUIE’S’ LAMENT

In January 1963, a fireman
retired from the Los Angeles

Fire Department.

* He subsequently became an
elected  official from my
district.

He entered a political kitchen
that gets hot. :

Yesterday he determined
that he can stand the heat,
but it is concern for his wife, his

CNewss
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children, his marriage and his
friends. Therefore he is get-
ting out of the political kit
chen, it is his political demise.

He left this message:

"l am no longer a candidate
for the L.A. County Board
of Supervisors. I will continue
to represent my district but
I will not seek re-election
in 1977."

Waekly  B-il-1G

I ask the City Council to
adjourn and memorialize these
demands and ask the clerk to
send a suitable tribute of this
adjournment to his wife.

I will give the city clerk
the name and other pertinent
information.

-- Louis R. Nowell
March 5, 1976



