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CITY OFFICIALS

NAME Rees, Samuel (deceased October 24, 1914)

PUBLIC OFFICES HELD (DATE)
CIiTY!
City Council 1891-189%2
1891-189%2

Board of Public Works
COUNTY:

STATE

FEDERAL.:

CIVIC ACTIVITIES:

Innovator of business reforms
Pioneer resl estate and community developer

Tounder of the Hollenbeck Feights liethodist Church

Chamber of Commerce activities
Givic and welfare promotional activities

Tonusg ‘soey



BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Business nan

Clerk and accountant

City official

Community builder
Merchant and manufacturer

PORTRAIT:
2 cuts,
ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED IN ENVELOPE:sttached

PORTRAITS APPEARING ELSEWHERE (DATES)

Guinn's History of Californmia, Los Angeles
and Znvirons, p 102



ANECDOTES AND PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS:

In 1874 when Samuel Rees arrived in Los Ange-
les the city's population was 6500 persons. From
that day to the time of his death forty years later
Mr. Rees was an enthusiastic believer in the future
of Los iAngeles as a great metropolis.

He pioneered in business, real estate, and
givic development, all toward this end, and remained
progressive minded throughout his career.

when he dbuilt his home on his unimproved land
in Brooklyn Heights there were no roads, streets,
sewers, or improvements of any sort; water for do-
mestic purposes had to be carted to the premises
in barrels.

A clever and facile rhymster, with a flair for
the caustic, lLir. Ress is said to have enlivened nu-
merous council and business meetings with verse
about his associates and subjects before the board.



SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

BOOKS:

Guinn's History of California, Los anceles and
“nvirons, vol 11, page 103

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS:

PERSONAL INTERVIEW: With daughter, krs. Zlliott
INTERVIEWED BY: Luella Sawyer

DATE OF INTERVIEW Pall of 1934
Rewritten by: Clare Jallace
December 1, 1936
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Hingraphy
NAME Reus, Samuel {deceased Cotober 24,
| 1914)
Occupation  Buginess man and realtor
Address
___ Birth (g:_Ld_Qﬂiﬂh&I.ﬁ,»iM,—ulamm—
zZngland
FATHER  yi11iam Raees
Birth (II’)IZ::Z;nd inslandg
If Deceased, When In the late seventies
MOTHER Jane Stsnton
Birth (f?lifi;nd ingland -
If Deceased, When about 1862
IF MARRIED, TO WHOM Lydis Dangerfield
. (Date and
Birth of Same  'Place; Jan, 30, 18%4, staffordshire,
LnTland

If Deceased, When  1iovember £8, 1913, Los angeles

When Married 1049

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

b} o o | 1T A T (&l 2 4=
RUOE 1 e o WMLl De He dloe WDINLWIT
liimmie E.; Mrs. F.C,E1lliott

L+hal Woa
TG L N,

It Sanwrla
LILA 8 R A § o~ g iy v )

Harry 3. (deceased)

Jalter II.

Samuel ¢,




TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

i) * artiol oLcaring the Columbi

Axposition at Chicago, in 1893, and civic and wel-

fare issues of Los Angeles, for the loccal press.

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with
the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.)

Self educsted

CLUBS, LEARNED SOCIETIES, ETC.

Mason; Pioneer Society of Southern Cslifornia

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION yethodist

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS  3gpubliosan

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE 1,05 Apsoles. 1674

I




SKETCH

(Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor or trust
with dates if possible.)

Samuel Rees was born October 3, 1846
btaffordshlre, Zngland. He received very llttle

formal educution as the necessity of earning a liv-
lihood obliged him to leave school at an early are.
At twenty-one years of age he left the shires and
emigrated tTo America to seek nhis fortune.

pioneering-tobos—ingeles in—18%4—he—
cleried for the Pennsylvania railroad in Panhandle

—division 4, in Pitisburg about seven yegrs..
Los Ang Zees served as bookieeper
for a firm of blac“Smlths and wheelwrights until
he had sufficient money saved to enter business
for himself, which he later d4id with Hobert E. Jir-
shing as partner. This pioneer firm, which was
one of the Tirst buSiness houses in southern Cali -~
fornia to order goods directly from the east, en-

b ) pes -
wagons in a large shop on Aliso street.

The firm, though sustaining 1osases of $15 ooo

purchased-the bu81ness of’another lurge flrm and

_after adding a stock of mode¢rn agricultural imple-

ments established headquartsrs on Los Angeles strest.

During these years, while enguging in business,
Lir. Kees backed up his feith in the future of Los
Angeles by purchasing ullimproved land remote Irom
the business and residential centers of the city.
e

east side 1n What later became Brooﬁlyn Heights

he bullt hlS home. He also ploneered 1n real es-

—tate ventures i other unpopulsted sections of TLos

Angeles,

In 1891 lLir. Rees was elected to the City Coun-
¢il from the 9th ward, serviig two years. \While
a member of the Council he served as chairman of
the Finance Committee, and on the Zanja, and Gas

and Light ocommittees., 4t the same time he served on

continued
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City Council...1l891-1892

3o0ard of Public

10TKS .4 41891-1892



S:{ETCH: Rees, camuel page 2

the Board of Public Works, which at that period
was composed of five members from the City Coun-

cil.

l'r. Rees was largely responsible for the
establishment of Hollenbeck Park as it is today.
Through his efforts he increased the original
gift of three and one-half acres of land from
Lrs. Hollenbeck and ex-liayor :forkman to about
thirty acres, and succeeded in having the gift
accepted and sufficient amount appropriated for
its development and maintenance during his coun-

cilmanic days.

lir. Rees died October 24, 1914, at his
home in Los 4ingeles,

HOBBIAS: lir. Rees' interests were civie and wel-
fare development and the affairs of the
pioneer societies.,
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