N this column rg(lcently we made ‘refex‘-e:‘l'cel
1 to William 1. Judson, ..early London
painter and teachf# ‘of ‘the noted London
E% artist, Paul Peel.” This brought a response
" from ‘many readers who had pictures of

has decided to giye an exhibition of Judson's
works early in the New Year. Mr. Judson
moved to Los Angeles in the nineties, where
he founded an Art College and where his sons
still carry on the Judson Studios and do
¥ notable wox_:k.in stained glass,
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"Through the Los Angeles Public Library
we have secured a wealth of information in
regard to Judson..He had a remarkable career
in California. A collection of his work fs
housed in the Southwest Museum, Los Angeles,
There is also a large collection of his work
owned by the family housed in the Judson
Memorial Gallery which is a part of the
Judson Studios. His work is also represented

.there are many of his paintings owned by
Individyals through California; Judson was &
much bigger figure in the artistic world than
Londoners have Sver a.'ppreci»ated.
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“Judson was born in 1842 in Manchester,
England. His father, John Randle Judson,
8§ was also an artist and his whole life was
" spent in an artistic atmosphere. When he

8 and studied painting under his father. Even
8 at this age he was painting frescoes. After
a short stay in Brooklyn his father moved
to London. When the American Civil War
&z"oke out young Judson, then 19, stirred by
*¥he call of Lincoln like so many youthful
Canadians, enlisted with the Northern armies.
He joined the Illinois 21st Volunteers and
served for over four years. During the war
he carried along with him his painting outfit
and painted and sketched at every oppor-
tunity.
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The war over he returned to London to
enter his chosen profession as an artist and
teacher of art. In 1869 he married Maria
-Bedford and his four sons and three
daughters were all born in London. Except
for short petiods when he studied: painting
in New York and Paris he made his home in
London until 1890. During 1872 and 1873 he
studied in New York under John B. Irving,
genre and portrait painter. He visited the
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia in 18786,
where there was displayed the first National
Art Exposition on this continent. This inspired
& him so that he decided to go to Paris and
; enrolled at the Julian Acadamie. He was

in Paris three years, from 1878 to 1881, and
studied under the famous artists, Boulanger
and Lefebre. :

* * -
,  He returned to London and continued his
painting and teaching until 1890. The World's
Fair in Chicago was announced in that year.
The lure of its art possibilities seized upon
Judson and he resolved to go to Chicago and
take advantage of them. So two years before
the fair opened he was in Chicago where days
. and nights were spent devoted to studying

world for thig fair.  The fair over he was
~broken in health and financially, and his
doctor ‘ordered him to a milder climate.
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L3 met at the station a friend, George Wharton

{ Judson. The Art Gallery of the Public Library

in the University of Southern California and -

‘was 10 years old, with his father, he migrated |
to Brooklyn where he attended public school ,

the great masters collected from all over the |

i

i he had bought a ticket for Flotida when he

- James, author and lecturer of the American

| South@gst. James was an enthusiast over £
{ California and he persuaded him to change [
this Florida ticket for one to l.os Angeles. &
| California sunshine soon restored his health [

| artd his vigor,

i started: to teach portrait painting and other
i branches of art at the University of Southern
{ California. His enthusiasm was such that he
| organized the College of Fine Arts in con-
! nection with the university.

I the campus bec@m¢ too confined he moved
‘the young, but growing college, to his new
“home on the bank of the Arroyo Rawes, at

Garvanza, now part of Highland Park, a site
. he had long chosen as the
. environment of Los Angeles.

and brought fame to the district.  Around it
; the members of the Arroyo Seco Guild built
: their studio homes. Mr. Judson was for years

r president of the Guild. The picturesque build- ;
ings were for many years the active art centre £

of Los Angeles. The Fine Arts College re-
mained in this district for some two decades,
when it was moved back to the university
campus and Judson resumed his private

painting. In December, 1910, fire destroyed the -

buildings and many of his works of art. He
escaped by a window, but met his classes the
next day under the pepper trees. Lumber for
rebuilding was on the ground beside the
smoking ruins before ‘night.
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The new buildings are now the home of
the JudsonStudios where a second and third
: ‘generation design and work in stained glass.

These studios founded by Judson were

carried on, by two of his sons, J. Lionel

and Walter H. Judson. Walter Judson,
who died in 1934, studied abroad and
during his life time won many international

awards for his translations of his own angd ;
y others /{Wgﬁs of art into stained glass.. . %
: I_Ii‘iﬁ"' i,z . ! ki ld-schesl

o ox g
’ ety , is now actively associated
with the firm which ,¢peclalizes and excels in
ecclesiastical work, : The firm has today a
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orace,

i According to my Los- Angeles informant §

Shortly after his arrival in Lios Angeles he §

He was made &
tdean and held that position until his retire- B
iment in 1922.° In 1901 when the quarters of #

ost artistic in the g
He: built there B
ean attractive college building, studio and art §
‘gallery. The school attracted many artists g

national reputation #nd examples of the fine °

work of the Judson Studios may be found all
‘ through the United Btates. .
* »

The librarian of the Los Angeles Publie
Library sends us an undated clipping from
The Los Angeles Times, which records:

“Southern California, Arifona and Nevada

. intend to perpetuate a rapidly disappearing
Spanish culture in stained glass. The new
artistic movement in the Southwest has at-
tracted many young graduate architects from
western universities. This was the dream of
William L. Judson, founder and dean of the

i Cdllege of Fine Arts, as well as founder of

{ the College of Architecture, of the University
of Southern California, and his sons are now
carrying it into execution. To further his
plan for perpetuating in glass the brave old

" scenes of the Southwest, he established &~

picturesque series of glazier rooms and in-
vited artists in glass from both Europe and

America to come and work, much as Ben--

venuto Cellini worked in the days of old.
When the masters of glass came, Judson in-
troduced apprentices from the school of archi-
tecture to learn the arts of the masters at
' first -hand.  Today these glazier rooms are
. an attraction visited almost daily by artists
¢ from all parts of the world. They have be<
come particularly famous for their ability
to detect forgeries: in Old World stained
glass.” . . 4. .

sever realized the mark he made in the antistie

Judson died in 1928 and in 1930 his family
Installed in+the State Exposition building.in
Exposition Park, Los Angeles, a beautiful
stained glass window in his memory.
* » s .
This London artist who spent some two
decades in this city made a mark for himself
in California. He was a pioneer in art in that
state. He was one of the great men London
bas produced, although few londoners have




