CENTINELA ADOBE

WESTCHESTE BRANCH LIBRARY
s A EASTWAY -




oo T o)
(entinelda Adobe W Hrn

rea '
— 55,000 acres was the approximate size of the two dand grantse--Aguaje

de la (entinela and Sausal Redondo--combined into the (entinela Ranch
by the Scoteman, Sin Robent Burnett, Ranch covenred the land from the
ocean--Playa del Rey and (ulven (ity, o Van Ness Avenue, down to the
dand that is Redondo Beach and Palos Vendes,

anch Life

Faom the beginning when Jgnacio Machado had some catile and planted

coan and grapes, the land has been cultivated. Robent Burnett raised
sheep and planted. huge onchands. Daniel Freeman continued this plant-
ing and after a senious drought, Freeman convented o dny farming and
had neanly 20,000 acres in barley and wheat. The first houses in
Inglewood wene built in the onchand area--now Jnglemwod High School site,

Lvision and Subdivision

In 1887, Freeman agreed 2o nelease land fon the (ity of ﬂng,lewood Aﬁten
the city was established, the nranch was sold in sections until 7912
when the final 5000 acres was sold to the Los Angeles Extension (o.
Dunring the 1940's, the last area was subdivided and the Adobe was #o
be demolished. Unden the leadership of Sam Greene, B.K.Richardson, and
many othen dedicated citizens of (entinela Valley, money was raised to
save the odd house. Aften the punchase in 1950, the Advbe was deeded to
the (ity of Inglewood. The Advbe is now managed and shown by the mem-
bers of zhe Histornical Society of (entinela Valley.

gn.e/ta/. Infonrmation
(entinela Adobe The three centen nooms ane the oniginal adobe nooms,
Wooden additions wene added befone the 1590'a,

ﬁgﬂacio Machado built the Advbe in the eandy 1800's althought he did not
receive title 1o the land until 1844, A yearn laten, he tnaded it o
Bruno Avila fon a house in the small pueblo of Los Angeles.

fnii.nela Ranch Qunens:
Jonacio Machado, the buildenr, in approximately 1830,

bruno Avila, bnrother of the ownen of Sawsal Redondo grant, who lost the
nanch fon a small debt,

Hilland P, Nonse:: who boupht the ranch at public auction Apnid 9,185,
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Francis .7 (anrpenten 6ou9/Lt Zhe ranch {Jzom ﬂoue‘g 4 widow and sodd
shonrtly 2o a prominent attonneys

Joseph Lancaster Bnrent who sold the nanch #o netunn to the Soui/t ad
an officen at the start of the (ivil Wan,

Robent Burnetd, a young Scottish Baronet intenested in fanming, gnad-
ually bought the lands of the oniginal grants Sausal Redondo and the
(entinela, On these 25,000 acnes he raised sheep and planited extensive
onchands, Bunnett lived in the adobe faom 1860 to 1873 and finally
deased 20 Daniel Freeman forn ten years.

Dariel Freeman continued ranching as Burnett had, and was one of ithe

fired 2o conveat to dry farming in Southean (alifornia. He completed
¢ punchase of the nanch in 1885,

ﬂ%ewood. Daniel Freeman gradually (zelca,ded dand 2o the (entinela-
Inglewwod Land (o. which was onganized in 1887 to start a city near
- (entineda Springs, Lange iracts of 'the nanch wene sodd until Freeman
s0dd the last 5000 acres to the Los Angeles Extension (o, in 1912, This
dand. was farmed, leased out and had a niding academy on it until the
final subdivision in the 1940's, The (entinela Adobe was 2o be de-
- modished untid many intenested citizens fonmed the (entinela Adobe

Association and completed the punrchase in 1950, Jt is now maintained

by the Hlistonical Society and the ﬂnglewood (ity Parks and Recneation
Depantment,

Fxtenion

Befone the freeway, the Adobe was approached by a mile long lane from
Flonence Avenue, The east side facing the freeway was the fnont, and
nean the kitchen was a windmill and a creameny-coolen, Anround the
kitchen cornen on the east stvod a brick smokehouse ten feet long and
seven feet wide-divided down the center. JIn laten yearns it was wsed as
a 2oolhouse and playhouse, 'hen the building began to detenionaie, zhe
bricks wene used to build the dong barbeque pit still seen in the yand,
Recently, the brick foundation of the smokehouse was uncovened, The
building still standing at the nonth end is a bunkhouse now wsed by the

caretahens,



§ idewalks .

Brick sidewalks encincle the nanch house as they did in the early days,
In 1966 new curbings wene put in by the (ity and Inglewood Boy Scout
Troop #281 camped on zhe grounds fon weekend outings and gradually nreset
all the bricks. Aften zhe brickwnrk was completed, the Scouts built
the shrine unden the 2nees and also built the railnoad tie flowen bed
around the big tree in front of the Adobe, Sidewalks wenre laid onigi-
nally by Daniel Freeman, DBricks wene used around los Angeles as eanly
as 1850 and Danield Freeman had his own brick hidns nean the Santa Fe
depot, The intenion fineplaces have been credited 2o Robent Bunnetd,

Yerandis

Eardy California homes had many covened areas. The hitchen was at one
2ime an outdoor patio. Spanish and Mexican settlens wsually cooked on
beehive ovens unden a namada. The {doon of the east venanda in the
Freeman ena was wooden with a nailing anound it covened with gnape
vines, Jn the 1950's cement neplaced the worn wooden {loonas,

‘balobe Bricka
| We show a modenn adobe bnick, an old Zile bnick from the San Diego

Mission, and an adobe and straw brick made in 1854 at old Font Tejon
in Kenn (ounty, ”

Hobe Section-

The three noom advbe section built in eandy 1800's by Jonacio Machado,
Windows are deep set and the walls two to thnee feet thick,

The roof was oniginally tlat and made of adobe mud and #an (brea) laid
over willow poles, Through the crawl hole in the pantry we have scen
some places whene this noof is intact, The pca&ed‘alulngle noof was put
on at a dater date. Square nails were also found in the attic area,
ditions :
The thnee centen nooms ane adobe and the hitchen area was an outdoog patio
" enclosed by Robert Burnett, Majon changes wene made by Daniel Freeman's
son, Arnchie in the 1890's when he was the ranch manag.en, A Qun  room
was built on ihe west venranda off the diningroom, as weldl as a windmidd
| and cneameny, bathnoom, hallway y and quest noom on the south side, The
- famm buiddings wene north and west of the house, The freeway side wes
g the {/Loni 0,[ the Adobe, " Hanvest and macﬁuze/r.} barns wene in Zhe

Westchesten area,
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Age

= Guesses as 2o the age of the Adobe nange from 1786 %o eithea 1822 on
18%. Jn the application of Jgnacio Machado for the land of the
(entinela in 1835, he stated that he had been on the land forn some years
and that he had built two houses, corrals and planted vineyands, eitc.
Jt is the oldest house in the (entinela Valley and the only odobe in the
westenn part of Los Angeles Couniy open o the public,

Land Grants

]

|
\

Oniginally two nanchos: (entinela was 2,200 acres and Sausal Redondo

22,000 acres. The two grants wene sold in small sections until 1859

when Robent Burneit began buying the land and combined it all into the
(entinela Ranch,

The Adobe 7oda2

- For many yearns attempts wene made to punchase the Adobe, but it was

not untild December 18,1950 alter the (entinela Adobe Association was
fonrmed by intenested citigens, that the Adobe was pwec/zaweaf and deeded
2o the (ity of Inglewood, QOun nesident /w/Ji and hosiess occupy the
nonth wing,

Living Room

~

Thick adobe walls two 2o thnee feet thichk, Deep-se wuuiowa and doonas,
Funnitune

None ol the funnitune is /Jzom the oniginal family, Mexican
furnishings wene veny simple, The Freeman fuanishings ane with a great-
granddaughten. Many of oun pieces were donated by the Landmarks (dub
and ane of the Bunneit-Freeman Victonrian ena.
Pictures with the velvet mats wene punchased fon the Adobe by Sam Greene
who was called the "Angel of the Adobe”.
Victornian Sofa was donated by M. and Mns. Anthun (0bb.

l.am_p_: Tiffany damp of the late 19tk centuny,

Pontrait: Painting is of Grace Freeman flowland, only daughter of
Daniel Freeman, She lived in the Adobe as a child and hen fathern gave
hen the Advbe as a wedding present,

Bunneit: The oval poatrait and coat of anns on the nonth wall tell the
Burnett stony,

J
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Living Room coMed

Regisination In the eanly 1930's , Mrns Mentha (ravford was able to have
i_/te Adobe negistered with the Librany of (ongress. Jt is listed as an
"Histonic Building Wonthy of Preseavation,”

“ineplace Built by Robent Burnett at the time of the (ivil Wan, Duning
the 1930's when this lireplace was nepained, the workman Zurned all the
wonn bnicks 2o the inside. This accounts fon its newen look.

Bea//wom

Jadlo The walls arne adobe but the south wall has been wonked on
sevenal times in the past. Seams and rough spot two feet from zhe
fireplace have brick and adobe joining thene, (harles (rawfond zedls
of the plaster washing out between them duning the nainy weather and

having 2o be neplaced every spning. We know thene was a Zwo-stony
house on the south end next to the Adobe, and we believe it was connect-
ed by a hallway., This two stony addition burned and was neven nebuilf,

"dosets None of the early ddobes had closets., People used tnunks and
camphon chests in which o atone thein clothes. Later, high wooden

wardnobes were used, -

/ictonian Bed Obiained Zhnough an aunt of Mrs Marganet flannis, who lived

] in the Advobe duning the 1950’4 as hostess, Note how shont the bed seems.
Beds of the Victorian ena wene shonter than ouns today.

701,[ and Buggy Nearly a hundned yearns old. Presented o the Adobe by
Florence de fodson Schoneman (Sepulveda) who died in 1967, at the age
of 92. She had been the Madrina of Olvera Sitneet and was nelated Zo many
of the odd (alifonnia families. |
featen The black movable chancoal heaten was used #o heat the section
h_--_-_.o,l the noom 2oo far from the lineplace.

feaning Aid (on mantel) Made Irom torntoise shell and sometimes called an

ot —————

| ean Faumpet from its shape.

[/um/z Leathen 2aunk belonped 2o Jgnacio Machado and later to Anchie
Freeman, The only item from the oniginal family, the trunk was donated %o
the Adobe by granddanghtenr, Fleanon de Machado of Santa Barbanra.
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Bedroom continued

Hat Box:Man's leathen hat box with red satin Lining, A nemovable innen
frame makes it possible o carny a Zop hat on one of the tall beaven
hats, (irca 1840 2o 1850,

Quilt: Over one hundred yearns old. Wonrk done 65; a teachen, Note scraps
:)?—A-C/wol papens and newspapen used fon the centen of the peices.

Mannequins:liedding dness and "Coing-avay dness” of 1910 era. The
black wedding hat belonged to Bill Wallingford's mothen, Noze punse made
of woven 6lac/z shoes laceas,

Dining Room

Victonian Sideboard:Belonged 2o Anchie Freeman and the only Freeman
{urnitune at the Adobe. Presented by Walter Hellen, The glass and silven
: Ca/Jie/L cane from New Zealand,

Pictune-Hair Wneath: Loaned b, y (Lanita Young of (ulven (ity. 7’a4_n,tuz.g,
cn.tdled "Daughten of the Don” by |
Hair Wneath: Made from the combings of the hain or membens of hen family
by Manuela (ota Machado. l/reath is made with the lingenrs into -a stiich
simidan to tatting. Manuela worked on wneath from a young gind until
aften she was marnied, hen hen son, Eanesto, was six, she cut his
curds and hung them in the wneath. Note light and dark, fine and unruly
hain uAed in the vanrious stitches,

(haina: C/Lauw made with call shkin seats ane typical of early nancho
furnitune, They wene found in the manshy land at the fooi of the hill
whene the freeway is now, Skins wene cut in dong thin sinips, socked in
waten until soft and then woven, When dny the skin is taut,

gu;_)boandxj :The connen cupboards and pass-thaough into the kitchen ane
not as modern as we believe, Built at the time of the (avil ar, Note
deep-set windows and doons of the iucha%aafobe house, Opposite doars o
the venandas glve ventidation,

Glassware: Pitchens are from the 2200 pitchen collection of Etheld Bauman
of ﬂnglewod

Banjo (ock: (dock from the old Ca/meLg,e Librany in Inglewood (demodished)

Visitons: Guest Reqisten-postcards- stationany and booklets. .




Dining Room com‘jpued

Photo Albums: Many pictunes of zhe Adobe Histony and eanly Inglewood
1. Histornical Society of (entinela Valley
2, ((entinela Adobe
3. (entinela Ranch and the Freemans 1889
4 Eardy Inglewood
5. Robert Burnett and (nathes (astle
6. Ceru‘.mela Day 7
Oniginals and copies made by B.M. Guy, o,{ the flistonical Society
Many other photographs also contnibuted by Francis and gladgw

Waddug/mm.

Kitchen

Original buidding was zhe i/mge room adobe section, The earnly Spanish
and Mexican families cooked outdoons in beehive shaped ovens, This
was usually unden a namada, The present day hitchen was at lirst an
outdoon patio and was later enclosed by Robent Burnett, The hitchen
wing has also been remodeled, Aften Grace Howland left the Adobe she
woudd neven netunn, as it had been nemodeled so many #imes t/uzz‘. i
did not seem Like hen Adobe, -

Fireplace: Probabily built by Sin Robert Bunnett as it is the colonial
Zype of the (fastern United States with its black inon doon 2o hold

in the heat, Note the three dilfenent ages of bricks, showing 2his Zoo
has been changed at some laten date,

Ranch Kitchen: Duning the Freeman days, the nanch hands wene fed on
the long porch across the nonth end ol the Adobe,

Kitchen Utensils: Black inon, heavy uténsils wene used in the earnly
days, Wal{le iron used overn the open {ine donated by B.K. Richandson,
Black inon pot with handle donated by Anthun (obb, The "Zoasten-like"”
item is neally a kenvsene heaten fon the sad iroq.

?Md-t/zﬂéug}t: From hitchen into dinéng, noom in eaﬂly da;_,w. The
hitchen was panelled because no paint would sitay on zhe walls in
daten yeans,

Utilities: |laten was always available from (entinela (neek, [Daniel
Freeman 's hydnalic pump brourht waten up from the stneam bed, e do

not know when gas was avadaéle 2o the Adobe but eleoz‘./u.cufu was noit
installed untid 192 ) :




?awt/zg

Many odden houses had two pantrys. The "wet" pantny has cupboards and
a coppen sink, Dishes wene stoned in this pantny. The "dry" pantry
was wiually a walk in closet with stonage shelves for both food and
kitchen utensils. The coppen sink dates from 1905.

71(1,[ ooden Bowl The bowl belonged %o the Freeman family., Jt is not a salad
bowld but a butter bowld wsed with a wooden ladel. The excess watern and milk
- 44 pressed from the butten aften it had been churned by hand.

itchen (odlection  Mone pitchens from the fihed Bauman collection ane
displayed in the pantry cupboands, |

M - Note the shylinht is oven both pantrys which wene innen
‘nooms and needed extra Lig/uﬁ.
7/uf ?ani/z% The dry pantry on the opposite side is used by the nesidents

as thein stonage as thene ane no built-in cupboards in the kitchen,

(entinela Adobe (ommitiee 1970
Reseanch: M. Engh-B, Fonsyth

% X ¥ H ¥ X X X *

Since zhe (entinela Adobe was deeded 2o the (ity of ﬂn{;lé'z))oocz' it has
received increasing attention, The grounds ane beautifully maintained by the
resident host_and the Panks and Recreation Depaniment. Each Zime any work
was been necessany at the Adobe, special supenvision has been given by ithe
rembens of the Histonical Society 2o see that all work is done to presenve
(s oniginal chanacten. With the additions and changes which have come 2hrough
the yeans, this oldd home still netains the peace and simplicity of its humble

dobe beginnings,



