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HISTORY OF AWNANDALE BRANCH LIBRARY

1923. Annandale Improvement Association started the movement for
a public library for Annandale. A county branch was started under
Miss M.Keyes. After outgrowing the space given to them in licVey's
Hardware store and Green's Hall, it was decided to get some Anmandale
resident to put up a building and rent it to the county for library
and post-office purposes. lr. Fred !feyers and !ir., Willian iicLean
built a little frame building at 864 Annandale Blvd. hiss kva Hatch
was made custodian.

In 1924 Annandale became part of Los Angeles. ‘'he library became
a braneh of the Los Angeles Public Library. ‘I'he post-office being
transferred to Kemble's Drug Co.

September 1926, liiss Hatch was transferred to check room at the
Central Library. iissilercia Hess, Junior at Arroyo Seco Branch was
put in charge. At this time :rs, Florence Don Carlos was doing child-
ren's work one day a week. sfforts were made to a2ttract more people
to the library. Aid was asked of local newspaper and its editor,
Harris Ingram, offered his services to do whatever he could to promote
interest. Articles were published, dodgers distributed and talks
given. In September circulation was averaging two thousand books per
month. 'the campaign started, worked wonders. Circulation was increased
over a thousand gain each month. At the close of the fiscal year,
July, 1927, the total eirculation was 43,558 books, a gain of 34%.

The staff had been increased, a page part time and a janitor, 22 hours
per month., In September 1927 liiss lMuriel Bowler was transferred to
take the place of iiss Clara Locklin who had been transferred to Saw-
telle Branch. Instead of one day, two days were given due to in-
creased work with children.

“With the increased circulation and additional books we soon found
we had inadequate space in which to work successfully. Consequently
the matter of discipline became a problem. '''he police, .r, Wardlow,
appeals through the newspaper, helped to some extent, but because of
ecrowdéd conditions, it was impossible to keep silence.

Our lease was to expire in April 1928, and as we had out-grown our
quarters, efforts to find a location at more central point between the
two large branches, Arroyo Seco and tagle kock, were made. ‘UWhe owners
were willing,with an increase of rent, to enlarge building and renovate.
Y'he opening of the Luther Burbank Junior High had taken many of our
students to Arroyo Seco. ‘heir objection to getting off the street
car to stop in at the library, then climb up-hill to end of car line
seemed to be the reason.

On April first, 1928, the branch was moved to the only vacant store
space available at the end of the car line. It was hoped by this move
that it would benefit those students that came from Kranklin High and
Luther Burbank Junior High. It is also most central point between the
two large branches. retitions were circulated in Rockdale to have the
library moved down there. ‘'he people who started movement were those

. that used the library gerhaos every six months. . .
we were handieapped in this location by traffie conditions, and

poor parking conveniences. uiraffic Commission, Automobile Club and
police department were anpealed to. Allexcept police dep't. were in
favor of pedestrian crossings. We succeeded,however, in getting one



across Annandale Blvd. bBut due to bus line, Vak Grove is more impor-
tant.

On July first 1928, lrs. Wiriam lLeyers, a senior, was transferred
from Central library, to Annandale Branch, two days pep week.

In 1928 statistics show over seven thousand per month., WTotal cir-
culation for year being 50,776 books. At this time the staff included
Miss Hess, JWwAaawpn full time; lirs. Meyers, two days per week; lirs
Shepard, Children's librarian, two days per week; one one-half time
- page.

september 1930, iMrs Meyers was transferred to Henry Adams Branch
and lirs. Floy E.Drake, C.\wN, from lagle Rock Branch was in charge
full time, with “irs. Betsey roye Veazey, in charge of the book order-
ing for adults, and 'rs Shepard, Uhildren's Librarian, two days per
week; also one-half time page. Mlis Hess resigned to become iirs. Clancy.

irs. Drake found the over-crowded condition unbearable, and the
0old ineinerator just back of window in children's roon, smoldering all
day with the debris from the corner grocery store, was obviously not
very entieing to sit and read and relax, in the library. In question-
ing the people in the community, the best location for the branch
would be near the end of the W car line. Very few vacant lots were
available and no modern store buildings.

One lot was found where the braach now stands. irs., Lueller,
the owner was asked if she could or would build for us, and has co-
operated in an attractive building, brick outside and stucco inside.
Large plate-glass windows, plenty of good ventilation.

The building was completed in becember 1930, and our lease d4id
not exnire on the old building until April and could not be broken, so
vrs “ueller let us move in rent free until the old lease expired.

'the change has been indeed successful. 1t is now a credit to the
Los Angeles rublic Library system. It is large enough now to fill the
needs for some time to come and is comfortable and clean and restful.

The nene of the street was changed to H.Figueroa 5t. our address
now being, 7121 “.,Figueroa oSt.

‘'he hours of service at this time were: two to five, every after-
noon except Saturdays; seven to nine, londay, Jednesday and Fridays;
and nine to twelve bSaturday mornings. 1he staff at this time was,
¥rs. brake, full time; liss Jacobson, Junior, half time; krs Shepard,
work with children, two days per week, and iiss robertson, page, one-
half time.

We had an adequate allowance for books both adult and juvenile,
and continued until the depression; then it seemed advisable to make
a change. ''he book budget was cut almost entirely, lrs Drake was trans-
ferred to the Central Library, History bep't. Iiiss Jacobson was
transferred to Henry Adams full time, Mrs. Levenson, senior was sent
to Annandale, half time with 'irs. Shepard two days per week. Finally,
Mrs. Shepard resigned, leaving irs, Levenson with 1iss iobertson, half
time page. ''he hours were cut to two to five, seven to nine, three
days per week, lionday, wWednesday and Fridays.

In June 1934 lirs. bLrake was transferred back to Annandale Branch,
full time, with “iss Kobertson, page, one-half time. !Irs Levenson was
transferred to Science Dep't., Central Library.
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At the present time, we have the same hours of service, two to
five, seven to nine, three days per week, londay Wednesday, and Friday.
The staff is: Iirs Lrake, full time, iMiss Robertson, one-half time,
and “rs.Mueller, janitress, twenty-two hours every two weeks, iiss
Cherniss, work with children, one to five Friday afternoon.

I feel we are serving the community between the two larger
Branches, Bagle Rock and Arroyo seco, and giving the people in this
little comunity in the hills, the secrvice they need. e have Rockcale,
Annandale and strickland Ave.lome for Boys schools, having classes for
instruction on how to use the Library, and story hours. Iiiss Cherniss
is doing very good work, and we enjoy the work with our children. e
have no special reading project this summer for children, because so
many o away for the summer, and we are trying the plan of telling .
children to read just for tie love and enjoyment of reading. e feel
i{f our bookKs and our service in helping them is attractive, it is bet-
ter education to read for the love of reading than for a prize.

Oour cireulation is steady and it is very obvious we do most of
it in the two hours each evening. Two suggestions I would like to make
for the betterment - of the Branech: iIf we could have a continued ser-
vice from two to nine, the same three days per week, with staff as is;
it eould be easily worked out and it would relieve the terrible con-
gestion between the hours of seven and eight in the evenings. liany
people would stop in on their way home from work between five and
seven; also saving them a trip up the hill in the evening. This next
suggestion I make sincerely with a prayer in my heart; we need new books
and also we need our history, travel, biography, literature, science
and sociology books built up. We have had no permanent non-fiction :
since the depression, and our collection is sadly in neéd of new
material. we could not carry on if it were not for the long loans from
S0 S and 0 S and Eagle Rock Branch, but the d&isadvantage of thig is,
the patron becomes acquainted with the book and it is sent back; this
means we take a request for the book then wait our furn for it which
is sometimes two or three months. :

We are also discarding many old worn out books, mostly fietion,
but a great many of our best eirculating books.

We do not expect any spectacular gains, in fact, I think our ¢gir-
culation is practically normal for this community. It may vary a
little each way but we feel it is enough to know we serve this many
people each day and only hope to do it creditably for out greast Los
Angeles Publiec Library Bpstem. :



Annandale To Occupy Their New

Building By

Christmas

ANNANDAL:

ALF REDHNICKEL
BUILDER

LIBRARY

A new building for the Annandale
‘branch of the Public Library will
soon be a reality.

The people of Rockdale and An-
pandale can well thank the members
of the -Annandale Improvement As-
sociation and -their friends for thxs‘
move from its present inaccessable ,
location, and we believ ethat the
book circulation which has been in-
creased from year to year due largely
to the wonderful personalities of the

.librarian,

its fyture growth will be
greater than could ever be hoped fo
by its most ardent supporters.

To Mrs. Jennie Mueller, the wife

-of last years president of the associa

tion goes a large part of the credil
for the construction of the building
We probably bave no harder worker
‘'for this cause. The building which
was designed and is being built for
her with the approval of the library
board, by Alfred H. Nickel, at 923
Annandale Boulevard, has been leased
to the City Library for its Annandale
branch.

We believe that a closer co-opera:
tion between the business men and

"the residents of this district througl

"the

improvement Association woyld
work to the benefit of both and would
bring many other much needed im-
provements to this district.

We understand the contractor is
employing all local people and
purchasing all material possible from
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