‘Why Our New Branch
tLibrary Is Called

aef

+ Felipe de Neve Branch

sto many inquirieg have come to
dhe Felipe De Neve Branch Lib-:
*.- rary concerning the reason for giv-{
> -ing a library this Spanish name,
land whe “Felipe” was, that a few
ifacts about this Spanish gentle-
man, scholar, soldier and governor |
may be of general Interest. i
Filipe De Neve succeeded Gov-|
ernor Barri in the Californias inl
.: the vear 1774. He wwag cailed upon :
\, - |to establish a number of missions
; —two "along the Santa Barbard
EChannel. two between San Diego
iand San (abriel, one at San ¥Fran-
‘cisco (eventually the Santa Clara
Mission) and one at San Jose. ‘
:; For nearly ten years, he acted
‘ag ‘military leader and governor of
California, with rewarkable admin-,
istrative ability and justice. Im 1779 ‘
he drew up a “reglamento” which
| wag the administrative basis of
the government of provinces dur-
ing the remainder of the Spanish
sra. After 1780 Governor De Neve

iel, superintending the founding
fEof the future city of Los Angeles.
1 It is due to Felipe De Neve that
Mour city has the honor of being!
\i\. founded and dedicated with proper .
h

ceremony on September 4. 1781,
with “46 souls attending.” An im-
pressive: ceremony, led by Don
Felipe, was held on the site of the
Plaza and a Spanish flag was held
aloft with these words: “Here in
the name of God and our Sovereign
King we will found the Pueblo of
Our lady the Queen of the Angels.”
A cross was placad to mark the
spot: a bright blue banner for the
Lady of the Angels was 'flung to
the breeze and with a Te Deum
and three volleys of musketry, was
founded “El Pueblc La Semora de
la Reina Los Angeles,” the City
rof Qur Lady, the Queen of the
(P gels) ‘ .
1 ‘An interesting coincidence is dis-
| covered in the fact that the Lafay-
‘ette Park was chogen by the Cab-
Irillo Chapter of the Daughters of
"the Americanr Revolution more
,than ten vears ago as the place for
]‘a sun-dial dedicated to the memory
of the founder of Los Angeles,
Felipe De Neve. Thig sun-dial is
very close to the Tew librs
|fhe walk leading to the park.
“The founding of the city with
the padres, the governor and the
twelve families congisting of forty- :
six souls is the subject of one of
the great mural paintings which
ig' now being executed by Dean
Cornwell to be placed on the walls
of the ‘Central Library Rotunda.

augh, reports that while the de-
mand for fiction is strong, owing |
to fhe -wvacation season; requests;
are coming in in large numbers|
for readable non-fiction. i
"Some of the most popular titles
are: :

“Princess Der Ling. Old Buddha.
—Roman ticized portrait of the
Empress Dowager who ruled China
with an iron will for fifty years,
drawn by a dauglhte: of the Chinese
Christian nobilify, who served a¢
lady-in-waiting ihe- court al
| palaces of “Ol ha.”
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The librarian, Mrs. Jessie Cavan- |

| Lundborg. The Arclic mnoscus—— T
Straightaway . tale of the Swed-
ish rescue of the men of the Arctic ‘
expedition led by Nobile, enlisting |
sympathy for the Ttalian leader. |

Lucas-Dubreton. Fourth M.usket-\

eer.-One - accepts Dumas as one ac-

"cepts,. wind blown over meadows
and laughter echoing in taverns
and a flash of swords that rescue
the imperiled honor of a lady. As
paroque and thrilling as his novels
is the life story of the fuurthl

i musketeer related by one who has |

e e

canght hig spirit of tale-telling.
Draper. Music at Midnight—
i The house of Muriel and Paul
i Draper in Chelsea Street became
lthe center of an amazing circle of
| musicians, artists, writers and !
N —e—

\t’avored friends. Chaliapin, Henry
| James, Norman Douglas, John Sar-
gent, Fugene (G00senS, Ysaye and
jother world-loved figures pass like
|a pageant before us, illumined by
"Muriel Draper’s vivid portraiture.
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