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HEISTORY OF THE MEMORIAL BRAICH
of the
L0S ANGELFS PUBLIC LIBRARY

The history of the forty-ninth branch of the lLos Angeles
Public Librery logicelly begins with the acquisition of the site upon
which the building stends., In 1923, the fiftieth enniversary of the
Ios Angeles High School, the student body and elumni purchased the
property between Muirfield and Mullen Avenues, from Olympic Blvd.
half way to Ninth Street, and deeded it to the City as a Memorial
Park for the alumnl who gave their lives to thelr Country in the
World War. Six years later, the Park Board seve to The Library Bosard
the right to erect a branch library. Cousidepspte rodt—tooo-bed 4o
be unwe Ly, dowever, haforsa tho speace-e&lloticd could ho increesed to
sdoeus tc J_,' LCCO DALY Suba & oudlldioes.

Erected end equipped at & cost of $47,621, it is 96 feet
long by 63 feet wide, It is of red brick with gabled slate roofs
‘and weathered oak furnishings. Austin end Ashley, architects, se-
lected Tudor style to harmonize with the High School building, whiech
they also plenned. Thus the library seems to complete the fine group
of buildings on the opposite side of Olympiec Blvd. At their request,
the students were given the privilege ‘of plecing a memorial window
in the south end of the adult reading room. This besutiful window,
adapted from those in the Parlismentary Bullding of London, was made

by-the Judson Art Studios of lLos Angeles, at & cost of twenty-five

- humdTred dollars.

An amuving enisode occurred in the cholce of & name for
the new brench. ¢ Library Board felt constraiasd tc dgpsrt fronm
their recent custc= of perpetusting Californiats hListorical charscters
and decided to christea it the Ralph aldo imerson Brench. - The School

‘objected emphaticelly. 2 compronise plessipg to ell was affa}ted by
-~ using the name of the perk surrounding it and it became officislly

the "lemoriel" Branch.

~ [

M Ih owen e vory . wict lovacliac et tool place on Wednesdeay,
April 16th; she just slipped off the ways without waving of benners
or blare of trumpets; but her steff (crew--if we ar@ieareful of our

metaphor) were thrilled when they counted their inijgal circulation.

Cn the evening of April 29th, !r. Orre ©. lconnette, Presi-
dent of the Bosrd of Library Trustees, presided over the formel open-
ing. The program included music by the orchestre esnd rlee clubs of
the 1os Angeles Yigh School, brief sddresses by representaetives of
the Library Boerd, the Boerd of Hducetion, the Amerieen Tegion, the
Soerd of Park Cormmissioners, end the Alumni Association and the
Student Body of the High School. It wes concluded with Teps for the
twenty men memorieslized in the lovely window, end the singing of the
"3Itar Spangled Banner.,"

The next afternoon the clilidren of the neighborhood were
the invited fguests and 1r. Hugh Lofting their speeker. Fridey morn-
ing sew the cntire student body of the Los Ang eles,ﬁirh School
gathered in !"emoriel Park for their own cspecial dedicetion of their
gift window.

"emoriel ILibrary hes a comunity largely made up of people
sbove the everage micdle class. There are almost no apartment houses,
and the me jority probebly own their own homes. There are s great
meny Jewlsh fenilies; not the poor, omnivorous reeding type but the
wealthier, sophisticated Jewish people. There is no foreign spesk-
ins community, esnd very few books in otlier langueges are cslled for,
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Two improvements in the efficieney of the routine at the
cherging desk were the introduction of the Detroit charging system in
December, 1930, and the erection in February, 1932, of rallings to
assist keeping patrons in line when entering and leaving the building.

STAFF:

The original steff of Memorial numbered six: Nettie 1M,
Guiwits, brench librerien; Agnes Melisse Aldrich (later, Mrs. James
Cassy), librerian; !rs. Frances ., Bryson, children's librarien;
Ruby Papermester, clericel library said; Ralph MeArthur, pege; and
Joseph Apall, Jjanitor. The last two were both half time employees.

There have been six chenges in Jjanitor personnel: July 1,
1930, Charles Coe was appointed. Cctober 1, 1931, he was succeeded
by Hal R, -Flanner. Flenner wes followed by John L. Celdwell Febru-
ery 1, 1932, who was superseded April lst by Ernest Hanson. In
September, 1934, came T'erold A. MeClure but he was transferred three
months later. George Brenner began Janusry lst, 1935, on a twenty
hour & week schedule.

Ralph lMcArthur resigned as page almost immediately, and
the position wes given to George Papermaster. George resigned
October 1, 1931, and was succeceded by George Witham. May 22, 1933,
Memorial was granted an additional cuerter time page, in the persm
of George Powell; and six months later he wes mede a three quarter
tine poge and George Vitham transferred elsewhere. Februsry 1,
1935, Virginie Andrews wes added to the staff as a quarter time
page. George Powell resigned in April, 1935, and Richerd A. Brower
came on half time, Virginie being reised to helf time also. --Upon
the resignation of Virginie, July 12, 1935, lMary Condon became
page; and Tebruary 12, 1936, Robert Holecomb wes eppointed to fill
tle place of Richerd Brower, resigned.

: I"emorisl las been fortunate in being able to keep l!iiss
Ruby Pepermaster, clerical library eid, to the present time (June,
1936). The branch librerien hess not been changed, snd but one
change hes oceurred in each of the other professicnal positions.
June 30, 1933, lrs. llelissa Aldrich Cassy resigned asnd [Trs. Helen
D. Virginis caune by trensfer to sssume the position of librarien.
Oon August 31, 1935, 'rs. Frances Bryson recigned es children's lib-
rerien, During the following Septenber, iliss Lily S. Koivisto
(under appointment elscvhere) acted as substitute; and October lst
Miss Cowrtney Crawford was regulerly espnointed to the position.

Among the senior substitutes who have been at [‘emorial
since its founding are 'fergeret L, Hendrickson (April 6, 1931), IMrs,
‘Doro§hy D. Pratt (July 13, 1931), Leslie J. Chilson (Septenber 17,

1934). : A

of C.L.A. substitutes, the following nenes heve been
kept: Ilartha ¥, Jemison (July 1, 1930), !argeret Grey (July 1,
1932), Mildred T. Peterson, lirs. Thelme Dougles, S/lvie Ober (April
23, 1935), Arline . Hagest (Tcbruary 24, 1936).

Fromn the Library Scliool cone nunerous students to prec-
tice branch: work. Of senior cless nocnbers vere 1ois Christley in
1930, Dorothy 1. Stevens end Ldvth A. Fay in 1931, 'arjorie Utt in
1952. 7iss 7. Davis, specielizing 1n c¢hildren's work, wes at llem-
oriel in 1932. TFrom July 18 to Aug st 15, Isebel Aveklsan did prac-
tice vori for the junior course.
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The Buresu of County Velfare, S.L.R.A., end V.P.A., from
time to tinie have scnt workers to "emoriel: Iwrs, Laure [Toorcraflt
(April 25-29, 1932), 'rs. ey Kimble (lay 2-6, 1932), !lirs. Pearl
(three days a week during December, 1932), ‘velyn M. Leippe (Nov-
esiber 10-21, 1933), Seral Furien, and John Perry Jr. (April 14,
1936, to date, June 1936).

BOOK COLLECTION:

A unicue feature of l'emorisl 1s that its originsl book
collection was entirely new, The reference collection was unusually
comnlete for so small a librery end has hed few additions during
the six years since. The original book and serisls fund wes %$10,000;
from which 5,000 volumes were purchased snd fifty megazine sub-
sceriptions placed.

: During the succeeding yesrs, the eappropriations for books
and serisls have been a8 follows: 1950-'51, 4,500,005 1931~-t32,
ES 370,003 193u~'503 52,126,673 1933-'34, 1, 166 ,403 193413 35,

740 00; 1935—'36, wl 444 52, The colleotion now numbers (June 30,
1956) 15,409 volumes, of vhich 101 ere bound magazines.

4 - There have been & goodly n.mber of books received by
ift, including several large sets. The Los Angeles High School is
sepding 1ts Semi-Annuel Blue and White every six months; also its
, Anthology of Student Verse and its Anthology of Short Stories.

In 1933, the crowded condition of the book shelves in the
adult roonm necessitated the erection of three stacks under the mezza-
nine baleony. Additional shelving was elso built in the work room,

- During the spring of 1936, the first systematic cempaign
of Wook cleaning for I‘emorisl's collection wes pursued by John Perry,
Jr.,*an S.E.R.A. worker.

The first book mender who served lemnorisl waes Mrs. Flors

Lilea.t When she resigned to become !irs. Grant, Irs. Dorothy Davis
took her place.

. 10S ANGELES HIGH SCIOOL:

: The first two yeers, the cooperation between the High
school and the Library wes so close that would-~be adult patrons often
mistook it for a school library. The hygiene department used the

!~ lubdoom for claesses three days & week. For the Pericleans (honor
' ’‘students), the reading rooms were study hell every day. When, in
. 1932, 1t became necessary to close the branch to the public until
: 1:00 P.M., 81l this special school use had to be discontinued.
B Armistice Day, 1931, the Student Body held patriotic
/ exercises in the Park, and nresented lfemorisl with a large silk flag
,sin a brass standard.

Beginning in 1931, the Periclean Society has held its
annual Memorial Day observance in the Library. The first year, a
“tted fern and wooden plent stand were their gifts. In 1932, an
Ttalian leather portfolio to care for biographicael data regerding
 the men whose nemes are on the memorial window end a lerge wrought
/ iron fire sereen were broucht. Then came & large blue and white
/ besket; and each succeeding Memorial Dey this has beem filled with
,/Tlowers by them.

f
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Through the courtesy of the music depertnent a borrowed
radio enabled the children getiiered in the librery to hesr the /‘meri-
can School of th: Air progremn broadcast one Book eek. Several times
the same department elso loaned & smell phonogsfeph for use in the
clubroor.

The privilege of lunching in the teachers' cafeteris has
elweys been extended to ‘emorisl's staff,

CLUB ROOIi:

In sddition to its use for clesses from tlie various schools
end for story hours, the c¢lubroon has been used ss follows:

1931, 4 scries of lectures given by Dr. iLdanms of U.C.L.A.,
under the suspices of tl.c comitiee on sdult cducetion was not well
attended. .

A stereopticon talk on i‘exico snd Central Americe by
tr, H. R. Leonard of Toster snd Xlelsor Co. marked the first anni-
versary of :‘emorial and broucht out & goodly number,

1932. Januaery 29th, !’iss “atherine C, Cerr enterteined e
group of fifty-two for sn hour and e helf with en account of her
previous surmer's experiences in China., She is the heed of the de-
partment of hournalism of the Los Angpeles High School.

In February the bicentennisl asnniversary of Weshing-
ton's birthday was observed. Iuslc was furnished by menbers of the
A Capella choir of the Iigh School; there was s solo minuet with flute
acconmpaniment; severel ledies of the D.A.R. ceme in costume; !Mr. Lennes
MePhetridece deseribed informally his experiences in sesrch of old esnd
rare books about Washington; and fruit punch end wafers were served.
Beside those on the program end their escorts, elght people were
present!?

March 25th, !iiss Gladys Caldwell of Centrel Library
gaeve a delightful talk on her visit to VWarsaw and !‘oscow with Irs.
Elizsbeth Spreg.:e Coolidge, to en eudience of ten,

In Mereh, lirs. W. L. Vidmen, a native of Johannes-
burgh, South Africa, told the John Burroughs Junior High School book
c¢lub about her experiences, illustreting her telk with specimens of
native handcraft. IMirs. Widmen is & cousin of Sareh Gertrude Millin,

April brought the second enniversary of Memoriel.
It was made the occasion of a specisl story hour for the children.
Madame Grishina-Givsero, introduced by Miss Gledys English, was the
guest speaker.

1933. IMr. Solomon Davis, an suthority on the Japanese,
gave & charming telk illustrated with colored slides for the boys and
eirls.

1934. On the evening of August 23rd, & S.E.R.A. ladies
string quertet gave an excellent concert of chember music to an sudi-
ence of fourteen.

During the fell, the c¢hildren were addressed.by two
ﬂyest speakers worthy of particular note: 1iss !Mildred Ruell reviewed
ovweglsn books and folk ways, asnd lrs. Irene Robinson faescinated them
by her teles of prehistoric enimals.

The Christmass perty for the children had the honor
Fwwasenting Mrs. Jack London as spesaker.
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1935. 1In April, the libraryt*s fifth an:iversary wes cele=-
breted with two delightful parties. TFor the boys end girls, Mr. Atanas
Xatchamakoff made the country of Bulgsria a reslity; end then he and
his wife joined the staff, "1iss Inglish and other esdult guests for tea
end & lively discussion of the teaching of art to young students.

" The sdult perty was & nore smbitious sffair. After
Miss Althea .'erren, City Librerien, hed reviewed & number of books in
her own inimitable way, the guests repeired to the mezzenine for tea,
Hostesses at the table were !Irs. Betsey Foye Veazey and tle Branch
Librerisn., Auong those present were lir. snd !rs. George Barker, well
knbwn artists, !'lss Wolverton, girls' vice~principsl of the Los Angeles
High School, and !Miss Turst, librerien of the John Burroughs Junior
Figh School.

PUBLICITY:

Newspaper publicity has never been successful. The
loceal papers have been subject to frecuent ehanges in mensgement, emd
their interest in book metters hes not been of long duration.

window cerds have been obligingly recelived by shop
keops but only shown for very brief periods.

Other efforts at publicity would include thevfbl%gy-
ing:

1931, Three hundred blotters distributed through stetionery
departments in local stores,

An 1llustrated folded leaflet of information about
the branch was prepsered by lrs. Hyers and presented to interested
visitors.

The book drive was well sdvertised and 1000 volumes
besides meny megezines were brought.

1932, 230 dodgers, "Have you a librery csrd?", were dis-
tributed through the P.T.A. of the Carthay Center School and at the
doors of homes in that vicinity.

: The branch librarian gave two book talks for locsl
women's clubs. The ehildren's librarian spoke before Girl Secout and
Cgmprire Girl groups.

1933. The Adams-hilshire Coordinating Council wes organis%t
this sutumn; and the branch librarien has made it a point to ﬂtuend
its meetings whenever possible,

1934-35. The children's librarien wes guest speaker at a
meeting of the Y.W.C.A. of the University of Southern Celifornia. By
special request, she slso geve numercus telks for P.T.A. groups and
school c¢lass rooms.

1936, Two shops on Tilshire Blvd. gave window spece for
exhibits of books end posters from the library. Burnett's Gift Shop
has been perticulerly kind snd cooperative in this respect.

e
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MEMORIAL BRANCH LIBRARY

Completed and dedicateds April 29, 1830.

Architectures English manor style of the Tudor period.

Architeots: Austin end Ashley.

Material: Red brick with pebled slate roof and weathered oek furniture.

Lot: Fullt on site owned by Board of Psrk Cormissioners, which was
orisinally wurchesed and given to the city as a memorial park by the
student nody of Los Angeles high school.

Cost of bullding end eculpments $47,621.

Tn 1923 the Student Body and Alumni Assocliation of the Los Anceles \\\

High Sehool purchesed the property between Mulrfield and Mullen

Avenues from Olympic Blvd. halfwaey to Minth Street, and deeded it to

the City as a Mcmorial Perk for the aluuni who pave thelyr lives to

thelr country in Vorld wer I. Six years later, the Park Foard - ave

the Library Roard the right to erect a Branc! Librery. The serchitec~

t.re was chosen to parallel that of the Fi.h Sehool, which is the

scholastic type of the Tudor periode

ALTMNI MEMORIAL WINDOW

At thelr request the students of the high school were given the
privileye of placing a memoriel window in the south end of the sdult
reading room. This beautiful stained ;lass window 1is edepted from
those in the Parliamentary building of London, and 1s desi med in the
Hersldic style and in harmony with the architecture of the library.
It was desi:ned by the Judson “tudios, L.A.

The symbols and insi,mia ere s,own es decoration on the shiolds and
in the top row of windows represent the various armed forces -~

the Tnfentrv, Fleld artillery, Navy, Marine Corps, Engineers and
Aviatione

In the second row of windows the tower of the old L.A. Pigh “chool,
the sem)l of the oity of L.A., the coat of arms of the United ctates,
the Cslifornia state flag, the coat of arms of the L.A. Figh School
ané the tower of the present L.A. High school building are reprorented.

™.e lower row of 11i;ht (two center panels) have the memoriel tablete
siving the nemes of the alumnil who died in the :ervice. ‘the shlelds
on either side carry the emblem of "Secrifice"”, pictured by the
lecend of the Pelican in Plety, and on either end 1s an heraldlo
arran; erent of the poem "in Tlanders Field."

Acr ss the base of the window 1s the imscription "Tediceted to the
Alurni of the Los Angeles !igh School who died in the World Var.
1014-1918. May the sacrifice of these lives contribute to the
establistment of peace among nations.”

Tn consideraetion of the ecucational purpose of this ilbrary, there
hes been scattered throughout this window on the geometrical fleld
pictoriel 1llustrations of ihe arts and sciences.



ltemoriel Branch is launched:
It was & very quiet launching that took place on ted.,
Apr. 16th: she just slipped off the ways uwithout wev-
ing of banners or blere of trumpets,- those ceme later;
but the four members of the new staff (crew - if wec are
careful for our metaphor) were thrilled when they coun-
ted their initial circulation.

Formel opening:
On the evening of ipr. 29th occurred the formel open-
{ng of the new branch library, the forty-ninth in the
branches system, The attendence wes most gratifying,
ebout four hundred being present. The rooms were gey
with choice flowers from nany friends of the librery,
and flegs flesnked the memoriel window to left and right,

¥r. Orrs I, Monnette, President of the Library oard,
presided over a progrem including music by the orches-
tro end glee clubs of the los 4ngeles liigh Sehool, brief
addresses by representatives of the Librery Board, the
Board of %ducetion, the imericen Legion, the Perk Con-
nission, the 2lirmi /ssocietion snd the Student Lody of
the Los Angeles Bigh tehool; and concluded with teps
and the "Ster Spengled lan-er."” The presence of menbers
of the Greeyer Clover Post of the ‘imericen Legion and
reletives of the twenty young men memorislized in the
lovely window, with the impressive dedicatory observen-
ces added & touching end unusuel interest to the libra-~
by's housewsrming.

Los ingeles lligh School program: ,

4 proprem especially for pupils of the I'igh lehool
wee pgiven Fri. morning lley 8nd. /it first the scho 1
was messed in the perk in front of the librery between
two long lines of the B, O. 7. C.; but all were soon
driven indoors by & brisk shower of rein. Those teking
pert ceme into the library while the rest of the young
people heard the progrem from the sehool windows, thanks
to the smplifiers used. The program followed much the
ssme order as that of Tues. evening, except thet 1t wos
shorter snd that Don Tatum, ’resident of the Utudent
Body, presided.

“ehool visits snd visitors:
The branch principal sccompenied the children's libre-
rien on her first visit to the elementery schools of
this district.

Urineipel Cliver, . Vender Bie (principel of tle
vvening I'ieh School), the libreriens end numerous teach-
ers of the liigh Schocl have visited the librery, in eddi-
tion to their asttendence upon the formel openings and the
visits of thelr clesscs,

tr. I. D. Perry, the head of the 'nglish departmmnt of
the lirh School, has srranged with the branch principel
to heve the !nglish clesses come, one at & time, to get
soquainted with the librery end to have the signifi-
eance of the window explained to ther. /I8 practically
the entire school tekes ‘nglish, this is going to teke &
iong time to complete, especially ss “ed. snd Thurs. of
egch week hss to be onitted. 1t means not only extira
work but often extra hours for the brench steff, but it
scems very well worth while,

Discipline:
Nrdh +*ha Ponnlty snAd ctndeam? roverninge hnoards are



j(adning the quiet and dignity so essential to the proper \“h&w§

functioning of a library; and we believe that tact, pae-
tience and firmness will keep this branch as orderly as

any other in spite of the larger number of lively youths
in the rooms at & tine.

The janitor:

Joseph J. Apall, jenitor, is deserving of a word of
eppreciation in this report for his untiring, conscien~
tious and intelligent cere of the bullding during these
deys of openings end other irregularities. He no more
then gets the rooms in order thag tebles and cheirs ere
pushed about for some emergency. The dug-up condition
of the grounds close sbout the whole building together
with the rains of the last weck heve kept the floors in
s dirty condition that is enough to try the soul of =&
full-time careteker. .. ipall haes given P’lo Pieco 1its
full quots of hours per week end still spemnt an ever-
ege of eight hours daily et 'emorisl. 1t seems %too bed
that, undcr the circumstances, he could not have been
paid for his extre time. It would have been impossible
for the steff to have gotten aelong without his help,
although they never asked him to remsin iver tine.

Children's room:
Report submitted by iirs. Trysom, children's librerian:

“promise of en interesting work with children 1s shown
by the enthusiesm of the children, principels end teechers
of the .emorisl Brench district. Psrents snd teachers
are so greteful end plessed to have e library in the
neighborhood. The schools have been visited and slresdy
requests to have clesses visit the librery ere heing sent
by the teschers.

The formal opening for the boys snd girls was held Thurs-
dsy sfternoon, .‘ay lst. v, lugh Lofting told the child-
ren en unpublished story of nhis. ['r. Lofting's quiet,
cherming menner delighted. the boys and girls. There were
aver & hundred children snd meny of them weited to heve
p, Lofting sutograph their books. FHe was most gracious
snd did not leave until the tiniest tot had been given e
pieture of the inimitable Dr. Doolittle. -

The Book collection is a very usesble one, the non- _
fiction beins well balenced. Cur fiction shelves ere el-
most barren, end we feel that it will be necessary to
stress the purchase of fiction titles for the conming yesr."



