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A group of civic minded citizens from the Cypress-Glasssll
park area have formed the “Citizens Committee to Save the Rich-
ard Henry Dana Community Library.

Patrick A. Comorre, resident of the Cypress Park area, has
been selected to head the campaign in that area to save the library.
Mentbers. of the committee include Mrs. Margie Huss, chairman;
Mrs. May (Tottie) Gamba, vice.chairman; Mrs. Gloria K ngelbretson,
secrefary; Mrs. Helen Rogers, Anthony J. Paase, Fermin (Jack)
Saiz, James Evans, T. E. Branigan, Miss Laurie Carroll, Rt. Rev
M. Rolla Grimm and Mys. Ann Holst,

Comorre stated ail the merchants in the affecled area will he
mquected to display petitions opposing the request of City Libra.
rian Harold Hamill that the Dana branch be closed. The committes
will also circulate the petitions from door te door. “We heps to
persuade the Board of Library Commissioners that it weuld be an
injustice and work a hardship on the residents for the community
library to be closed,” Comorre said.

Comorre added the committee would like the amswers to the
following questions:

Why was there an attempt ta keep quiet the proposed closing
of the libra1ry? How does our libriary compare with other librarvies
of the same size and type in a similar area? in the event the
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Patrons of the branch point
to continuours increase as ample
reason for leaving it open.

City Librarian Harold Hamill,
in recommending to the Board of
Library Commissioners that the
30-year-old public facility be
closed, stated that Dana “isn’t
pulling its own weight” because
the annual circulation is below
35,000. Dana, located at 3320
Pepper Ave., loaned 26,536 vol-
umes last year.

“But our community is smal-
ler than other seftions served
by branch libraries, and the
hours of library service are less
than. other libraries,”” argue
patrons at Dana branch. It fol-
lows, they say, that circulation
will naturally be less in an area
of smaller population and fewer
hours of library service.

Dana is open Monday through
Friday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
days, and Monday, Wednesday
and Friday evenings from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m, adding up to a total
of 26 hours a week.
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Mﬂ. Mary A."Putnam, princi-
pal of Ar#gon Avenue, stated
last week that if Dana branch
Ia shut down it will be “a real

a8 blow to our reading program.”

More than 50 per eent of Ara-

booil’'s recreational ‘reading pro-

.gram Jis made possible by books
from 5 oA library.

Mo Putnuie slated that the
Board of Educavion doesn’t pros
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The educator added that clos-
ing of the library may also have
a teverse affect on the school
Al ssue at the next election.]
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BUPERINTENDENT SPEAKS

Mrs. Dorothy Harsin, assistant
superintendent of east district
elementary schools, thix week
urged parents in the community
to encourage their children to
use the facilities of the library

regularly.

“Libraries are important te
the educational development of
children as well as important to
adults. Whenever it i1s heces-
sary to close a library for insuf-
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ficient circulation of books, both:
children and adults in a com.
munity will suffer,” she stated,

LOCATION HIT ,

Dana branch lbrary is an une
obstructive wood frame struc-
ture built about 30 years ago on
Pepper Ave, a quiet residential
area northeast Los Angeles.
Librarian Hamill admitted to the
Green Sheet several days ago
that the location is uhfortunate,
compared to libraries of larger
circulation that ean be found on
ajor thoroughferes. '

Some residents of the Cypress
Park — Glassell - Park areas
weren't aware of the Dana's ex-
Astence until the first Green
| Sheet story last Sunday onthe
proposed shut down. In addi-
tion to suggestions for increas-
ing the hours of library service,
ideas have been advanced to re-
model the facada of the struc-
ture to give it & more inviting
and dominant appearance. Wid-
&r use of the facility would then|

follow, it is believed.
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Hunt,. _,.9:; Detve, Appil %
8.3, classroom visitatiohj: M
'35, 1:15 pin., May Day dancé
festiva] and PTA carnival. -

Nightingale Junior High, April
22, 730 to B:30 p.an,, classtoom
visitation and displays; 8:30 to
9:30 p.m., program in auditors

fum, .
Lincoln High, 3501 N. Broad-
| way, April 24, 7:15 to 9:30 pm,,
‘open house classroom visitation,
auditorium program.

. Meanwhlle this week petitions
‘the . plan to cloje the
10 aftract sup~
t trom area residents, and
two political. groups went on
record egainst the idea, the 24th
.Congressional Dutrxct Demo-
.cratic Council and- the Cypress
Park Democratic Club.  Civic
and sérvice clubs in northeast
Los Angeles are expected to fol-
low suit next week in opposi-
Lﬂnn:f&n.,ﬂlg:g ofing plan,




