BRIEF HISTORY OF THE VERMONT S(UARE BRANCH LIBRARY.

(First seven years).

On March 1, 19155thé Vermont Square Branch, the first of the
Carnegie branech libraries built in Los Angeles, was openeﬁd'to the
public.

The/librarian, 1iss Caroline Bfittain-and her assistént, with
two or three helpers from the central library spent a busy day unpec k-
ing boXes of books, filing cards and in short putting the library in
order.

At six o'ecloek the doors were opened and hundreds of enthusias-
tic men, women and children crowded in. It had been plannéd to have
the program in the auditorium but since the crowd made this impossi le,
the speakers sought refuge within the charging desk where they spolke
from'an improvieed platform. Speeches were made by *r. H. H. MeCallum,
the President of the Vermont S.uare B® Improvement Assoesiation (?2)
Yr. Henry Newnmark, President of the Library Board; and ¥r. Everett R.
Perry, théfLibrarian. All members of the 5oard Weré present as wegl
as’many members of the library staff,

It was a streﬁ;us day for all of us and we were glad the nex?b
day was Sunday so we could have avday of rest before the library open-
ed for business./Promptly at nineiogggmgiglic,bﬁgan to come in. Little
Romayne Jacobg, daughter of a prominent doctor living across the
gstreet, waé the first to register; then followed others in rapid
succession all day. Over seven hundred regidtered the first month.

'Although a generous amount of money was spent for books, they
made little impression on the shelves. Non-fiction was especially
well repregsented. Rev. Tyler Dennett, nbw well known for his books
on political and social conditions in ﬁhe orient, but at that tdme

Pagtor of the Pilgrim Congregational Church, selected the books on

Philosophy and religiog. Sociology books were sekected by Prof.



Emory S. Bogardus (?). Philélogy, literature, travel, biography and
history were chosen by Wigs Gertrude Tarlow, then Principal of the
General Liberature Department)and art books were ordered by Miss

Anna Beckley, who had recently resigned from her position as Prind pal
of the Reference Department. The A. L. A. Catalogue for 1904 with 1%

wrae ot Ao

1921-12 Supplement  for these subj cts as well as for fiction. The
children's books were ordered from a selected list of children's M Bks

compiled by ¥Wiss Helen T. Kennedy when she was an instructor in the

Wisconsin State Library School.'

There wasgg}sovpurdhased a complete file of the following bound
Yagazines: Atlantic Monthly, Harpegr's, Century, Scribner's and World's
Work. These proved to be of great help in reference work on litergry
subjects. Poole's index,as well as Readers' Guide to date were pubtisired
in the first purchase\. Firkins Index to short stories wroved a joy
t0 use & when it appeared later. There were many other excellent
reference booksy ineluding the Centﬁry Dictionary, Grdﬁe's Dictiomry
of fusic begides those which are éﬁgéﬁééed for first purchased for the
the small branches today.

The newness of the library, furniture and books were a* a redl
luxury to us Who had been used to gloomy, rented store buildings W
but there was one qpmpled rose leaf which marred our serenity of
spirit. There was no cork carpet on the floors and the noise of the
5feel tipped chairs on the cement was terrific. in a few weecks, thd s
was lald,tMLJO Walks about the bulldlng,‘curtalns,to the office
windows and numerous other additions whieh made the building more
comfortable and attractive.

With the increase of circui@ion, other activities of the;branch
increased. Story hours were conducted almost from the start,gﬁélﬁ} |
coming fromithe Cumnock School of TExpression and U. 3. C. 3chool of

Oratory. A number of small clubs for children flourished and died.



-

- As tbf sgé?ffor more‘than a year congisted of only two persons to
cover‘aliﬁfhe time' from nine to nine not much could be accomplished
begides the circulation of books.‘but_classes were invited to the
library for instruction even at this time.

The first club of importance was the West Ebell Club which was
organized in February 1917. In a few years they outgrew the librayy
quarters and built a clubhouse of their own.

Perhaps activities)jﬁther than library work})had their c¢limax
duting the war. The exemption board for ﬁﬁé% diatrict occupied a romm
in the bamement for more than a year. Thousands of physical examina-
tions were given during thai~tiMe; in fact all the business they I d
to perform was conducted in the basement of the library with the

C Dy W
exception of a few days %k when theds busiest,dsys they demadded more
room and had at least ten stenographers pounding their machines in
the reading roomf A detailed report wmas made after the-werk war by
the prineipal then in charge. Three Red Cross auxiliaries condueted
their business/also in the librar}ﬁ A ceolored janitor, transferred
from the!éentral éibrary when the days in the branch were more
tranquil, confided to one member of the staff that he liked the branch
because there were not mamy so many "Bosses’ out ﬁhere. But when
organizations increased at a rapid rate and the library became a hive
of industry the patient janitor found himself besieged with "bosses”.
Sewing machines, chairs and tables had to be moved about daily to
suit the various dispositions of nervous women.

The auditorium ha;:£é%ﬂ-used for several recitals; ete. during
the, history of the branchgand3§£ere were such unusual.é%girs as a
chrysantﬁ@um exhibit, aré rose exhibit and wild flower exhibit whiek
&k in the reading room all of which proved to be too much of a
"guccess" to bear repeating.

The guccess of the Vermont S uare Branch is due to many important

causes. First, the commupgity is composed largely of property owners



wh o naturally have a pride in their community. 3econd, they are a

reading publiec with cultured tastes. Three, there are many chiidren
who acquired the readlng habit early and were no doubt encouraged by
their parents. A&se thls branch has been fortunate in always having

throughout its history, strong enthusiastlc children's librarians.
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fThese p01nts w1th)a good selectlon\ f books to begin with)and system-
atiec buying through the years (although the booké fund was for a long

time inadequate) are conddgive to its steady progress.
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