% 1.OS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY

ECiIO PARK BRA!
B s ANGEL
UBLIC LIBRAI

L e e R R

Grand Opening Celebration
Gran Apertura

for the
de la

Echo Park Branch

Biblioteca Surcusal de Echo Park
1410 West Temple Street

Thursday, June 5, 1997
Jueves, el 5 de junio
10:00 a.m.




History

Echo Park Branch Library was established in the early 1900s as a depository for
discarded books in the old Echo Park playground clubhouse. By 1908, the branch’s
first librarian was appointed and the facility was opened one afternoon and one
evening each week.

LAPL sought quarters of its own in 1925 when plans for a new park clubhouse
began to take form. A small storefront at 1811 Temple Street was rented in April of
that year, and the Library occupied it until the new Echo Park Branch facility opened
its doors at 520 Glendale Boulevard in 1928.

Crowds of children attended the opening of the new facility, which was the
thirteenth LAPL branch facility to be erected from a 1925 $500,000 bond fund.
Circulation was high during the first year of operation. Neighborhood patrons
borrowed over 104,000 books, and this pace continued until 1936, when depression
budgets took their toll on staffing and new book acquisitions.

In 1971 the facility sustained major damage during the Sylmar earthquake and
was declared unsafe for occupancy by the Bureau of Public Buildings. The library
relocated to its temporary site at 515 N. Laveta Terrace, where staff conducted a very
successful community outreach program to the local Latino population between 1989
and 1992. Called "Partnerships for Change, Biblioteca Para Todos” (Everyone’s
Library), the program resulted in a 78% increase in libary usage, and greatly expanded
recognition of the library within the general Echo Park community.

In 1988, an LAPL Branch Facilities Plan proposed obtaining a site for a new
building, and funds were made possible by the passage of Proposition #1, the 1989
Library Bond Issue. The Board of Library Commissioners approved acquisition of
property at 1410 West Temple Street in 1991, and ground was broken for the new
facility on September 24, 1994.

The new 17,543 square-foot Echo Park Branch Library building has a multi-
purpose room, bookstore, two separate reading areas with raised bench seating for
children and young adults, and a gallery wall to showcase local artists’ works. A large
parking area includes 27 spaces, with two accessible to the disabled.

Originally designed by Lang/Lampert Architects and managed by the City
Architect, the Echo Park Branch contains the electronic capacity to utilize state-of-the-
art library technology, including LAPL's new automated circulation system and
computerized catalog, which provides information about books available within the
Los Angeles Public Library system. Designated an LAPL “Virtual Electronic Library,” the
Echo Park Branch will provide public access to the Internet and various ESL programs.
The Branch has continued to receive support for these programs from its major donor,
the Whitecap Foundation.

Alejandro de la Loza created the public art component for the project, a large
relief fashioned from sandstone and bronze, which depicts the celebration of life and
represents the cultural diversity of the city. This 15" by 20’ piece hangs over the
interior doorway to the branch, and reflects the colors used in the building itself.

The Echo Park Branch Library is located in the First Council District represented
by Councilmember Mike Hernandez.




PROGRAM

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Olivia Cueva-Fernandez , Vice President, Board of Library Commissioners

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Belmont High School Junior ROTC, First Sgt. Philip Gordon

INVOCATION
The Rt. Rev. Frederick Borsch, Episcopal Bishop of Los Angeles

SONGS

Plasencia Elementary School Chorus, Vicky Gordon, Director

WELCOME
Susan Kent, City Librarian

GUEST SPEAKERS
Mike Hernandez, Councilmember, First District
Antonio Villaraigosa, Majority Floor Leader and Assemblyman, 45th District
R. Thomas Decker Chairman of the Board of Directors, Library Foundation of Los Angeles
Leslie Dorman, Executive Director, Whitecap Foundation
Juanita Dellomes, President, Friends of the Echo Park Branch Library
Matthew Hughes, 6th grade student, Plasencia Elementary School

RIBBON CUTTING

POST-CEREMONY ENTERTAINMENT
Belmont High School’s Winterguard, Jeny Zapata, Color Guard Instructor
Belmont High School’s Drumline Band, Edward Galan, Percussion Instructor

REFRESHMENTS

Council Office, District #1, Mike Hernandez, Councilmember; Pioneer Market, Michael
Leum: Von’s Market, 3rd and Bonnie Brae; Celaya’s Bakery; Ralph’s Market, 3rd &
Vermont; Friends of Echo Park; El Centro del Pueblo, Sandra Figueroa; Central City Action
Committee, Maryanne Hayashi; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cranston and Karen Jaeger.

THANK YOU
to the following for their support of today's festivities:
Rosemont Elementary School, Plasencia Elementary School, El Centro del Pueblo Staff, Central
City Action Committee Staff, Emma Palma, Brian Higa, Jose Gardea, and the
Friends of the Echo Park Branch Library

SPECIAL THANKS
to Karen Jaeger for her many years of contribution to the Echo Park Branch Library.
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ECHO PARK BRANCH

OPENING DAY PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES
JUNE 5, 1997

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

NOON
A Tale from Africa
Nailah Malik,
Vela Storyteller & Young Adult Librarian, Jefferson Branch

1:00—3:30 p.m.
Dollmaking Workshop
David Lara Orozco, Artist
David’s dolls are exhibited in display case located in the Library Lobby

3:30—4:00 p.m.
An A Capella Concert
Evelyn Gratts Elementary School Chorus

4:30—5:00 p.m.
Family Stories
Laurie Reese, Children’s Librarian, Fairfax Branch

6:00 p.m.
Bilingual Poetry Reading
Jaime Cardozo, Laura Garibay, Rafael Pajuelo,

Ranil Placencia & Carlos Ramirez
Participants of “Figuras y Testimonios” Spanish Writing Workshop,
under the direction of Poet/Instructor, Manuel Luna

CHILDREN’S AREA

Small group storytelling, origami and simple crafts will be held
throughout the day.

LIBRARY LOBBY

~ Exhibit of historical photographs of Echo Park has graciously been
provided by Daniel Mufioz, member of the
Friends of the Echo Park Library.
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BIBLIOTECA SUCURSAL DE ECHO PARK
PROGRAMAS Y ACTIVIDADES DEL GRAN APERTURA
5 DE JUNIO 1997

SALON MULTIUSO

MEDIODIA
Un Cuento Africano
Nailah Malik,
Cuentista Vela y Bibliotecaria de Jévenes, Biblioteca Sucursal de Jefferson

1:00—3:30 p.m.
Taller para Crear Muiecas
David Lara Orozco, Artista
Las mufiecas creadas por David estdn exhibidas en el Vestibulo
de la Biblioteca

3:30—4:00 p.m.
Un Concierto A Capella
Coro de la Escuela Primaria Evelyn Gratts

4:30—5:00 p.m.
Cuentos Familiares
Laurie Reese, Bibliotecaria de Nifios, Sucursal de Fairfax

6:00 p.m.
Poemas Bilingties
Jaime Cardozo, Laura Garibay, Rafael Pajuelo,

Raul Placencia & Carlos Ramirez
Participantes en “Figuras y Testimonios” Taller de Creacién Literaria en Espafiol,
dirigido por Manuel Luna, Poeta/Instructor

AREA DE LOS NINOS

Cuentos, origami y artesania se presentaran todo el dia.

VESTIBULO DE LA BIBLIOTECA

Exhibicién de fotografias histéricas de Echo Park provistas por la
generosidad de Daniel Mufioz, miembro de los Amigos de la Biblioteca

Sucursal de Echo Park.
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ECHO PARK BRANCH LIBRARY
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MAIN ENTRANCE /ENTRADA PRINCIPAL
BOOK DROP/BUZON DE LIBROS
PUBLIC TELEPHONE/TELEFONO PUBLICO

CIRCULATION DESK/ESCRITORIO DE PRESTAMOS

INFORMATION DESK /ESCRITORIO O INFORMACION

COMPUTER STATIONS — LAPL INFORMATION NETWORK
COMPUTADORAS DE LA RED BIBLIOTECARIA

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM/SALO,N MULTIUSO

PHOTOCOPY ROOM /FOTOCOPIADORA

FRIENDS' BOOK STORE/UBRERI’A DE LOS AMIGOS DE LA BIBLIOTECA
MEN'S ROOM /SERVICIOS DE HOMBRES

WOMEN'S ROOM/SERVICIOS DE MUJERES

PARKING

S
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HARKING f§ " “

STREET

DOUGLAS

@ STAFF WORKROOM AND LOUNGE/OFICINA Y COMEDOR DEL PERSONAL

@ SENIOR LIBRARIAN'S OFFICE /OFICINA DE LA DIRECTORA

0]000100/0/0/0/0/0000]0,

ESL/COMPUTER CENTER/CENTRO DE COMPUTADORAS

PICTURE BOOKS/LIBROS 1ILUSTRADOS

CHILDREN'S MAGAZINES AND VIDEOS
REVISTAS Y VIDEQS PARA NINOS

SPANISH BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
LIBROS EN ESPANOL PARA NINOS

CHILDBEN'S FICTION AND FOLKTALES
FICCION Y CUENTOS TRADICIONALES PARA NINOS

CHILDREN'S NON~FICTION/LIBROS DE INFORMACIGN PARA NiNOS
REFERENCE BOOKS/LIBROS DE REFERENCIA

NEW BOOKS/LIBROS NUEVOS

VIDEOS /CD'S /CASSETTES

ADULT MAGAZINES/REVISTAS PARA ADULTOS

CHINESE LANGUAGE COLLECTION/LIBROS EN CHINO

ADULT FICTION/NOVELAS PARA ADULTOS

ADULT NON-FICTION/LIBROS DE INFORMACION PARA ADULTOS
YOUNG ADULT AREA/ AREA PARA JOVENES

ESL/BOOKS IN SPANISH,/LIBROS EN ESPANOL

SPANISH MAGAZINES/REVISTAS EN ESPANOL



Historia

La Biblioteca Sucursal de Echo Park fue establecida a principios de 1900 en el
viejo club del campo de juegos en Echo Park como depdsito de libros descartados. En
1908, la primera bibliotecaria fue nombrada y el edificio abrié al publico una tarde y
una noche por semana.

La Biblioteca Publica de Los Angeles busco su propio sitio en 1925, cuando
comenzaron a desarrollarse planes para un club nuevo en el parque. En abril de ese
ano se alquild la pequena parte frontal de una tienda ubicada al 1811 de la calle
Temple. La biblioteca ocup6 este espacio hasta que la nueva Sucursal de Echo Park
abrid sus puertas al 520 del bulevar Glendale.

Multitudes de nifios asistieron a la apertura de la nueva biblioteca, la cual fue la
decimotercia sucursal construida con un bono de $500,000 aprobado en 1925.
Durante el primer afo de servicio, muchos libros fueron prestados. La gente del
vecindario tomaron mas de 104,000 libros prestados, y este ritmo continud hasta
1936, cuando los presupuestos de la depresion ecénomica afectaron drasticamente a
los empleados y a la adquisicion de libros nuevos.

Durante el terremoto de Sylmar en 1971, el edificio sufrié dafios mayores y fue
declarado peligroso para ocupacion por la Agencia de Edificios Publicos. La biblioteca
se trasladd a su sitio temporal al 515 norte de la terraza Laveta. De 1989 a 1992, el
personal llevd a cabo con gran éxito un programa para expandir los servicios
bibliotecarios localmente a la comunidad latina. Llamado “Bibliotecas Para Todos,”
este programa resultd en un aumento de 78% en el uso de la biblioteca y desarrollé el
conocimiento de la biblioteca por toda la comunidad en Echo Park.

En 1988, bajo un Plan para Construir Sucursales de la Biblioteca Publica de Los
Angeles, se propuso obtener un sitio para un edificio nuevo. Fondos fueron
disponibles por el paso de la Proposicion #1, el Bono Bibliotecario de 1989. Los
miembros de la Comisiéon de la Bibloteca aprobaron en 1991 la adquisicién de una
propiedad ubicada al oeste de la calle Temple, en el #1410.

El nuevo edificio de 17,543 pies cuadrados de la Biblioteca Sucursal de Echo
Park tiene un saldn para varios usos, una libreria, dos areas distintos para los nifos y
jovenes, un centro de computadoras para el publico, y una pared galeria para destacar
las obras de artistas locales. Estacionamiento al aire libre acomoda 27 carros,
incluyendo 2 lugares accesibles a las personas incapacitadas.

Al principio disefado por los arquitectos Lang/Lampert y supervisado por el
Arquitecto de la Ciudad, la Biblioteca Sucursal de Echo Park utiliza la tecnologia mas
avanzada, incluyendo el nuevo sistema computadorizado para préstamos de libros y el
catalogo en linea, el cual provee informacion acerca de libros disponibles dentro del
sistema de la Biblioteca Publica de Los Angeles. Designada como una “Biblioteca
Electronica Virtual,” la Sucursal de Echo Park proveerd acceso publico a la red mundial
Internet y varios programas para aprender inglés. La Sucursal continua a recibir apoyo
para estos programas gracias a las generosidad de su donador principal, la Fundacion
Whitecap.

Alejandro de la Loza ha creado el componente de arte publico para el proyecto,
un gran bajo relieve moldeado de arenisca y bronce, representando la celebracion de
la vida vy la diversidad cultural de la ciudad. Esta obra de 15 por 20 pies es fijada
encima de la entrada interior de la biblioteca y refleja las colores del edificio mismo.

La Biblioteca Sucursal de Echo Park es ubicada en el Primero Distrito Municipal,
representado por el Concejal Mike Hernandez.
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Q) QJ}) MAYOR OF LOS ANGELES

Richard J. Riordan

COUNCILMEMBER - FIRST DISTRICT
Mike Hernandez

BOARD OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS
Lucy McCoy, President
Olivia Cueva-Fernandez, Vice President
Jorge Jackson
Julia M. Simmons

CITY LIBRARIAN
Susan Kent

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES
Carmen Martinez

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES
Fontayne Holmes

PRINCIPAL LIBRARIAN
BRANCH CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Juliana Cheng

NORTHEAST AREA MANAGER
Sylva N. Manoogian

BRANCH LIBRARIAN
Sylvia Galan-Garcia

LIBRARY STAFF
Ann Hoffman, Young Adult Librarian; Anthony Bernier, Young Adult Librarian,
Half-time; Martha Hughes, Clerk Typist; Joyce Jung, Clerk Typist; Guadalupe Lainez,
Clerk Typist; Marlon Escalante, Messenger Clerk; Eduviges Rosa Orozco, Messenger
Clerk: Roselia Sanchez, Messenger Clerk; Baian Lombardo Villacorta, Messenger
Clerk; Diego Mora, CDD Messenger Clerk/Computer Aide; Eddie Figueroa, Computer
Center Assistant (Whitecap Foundation Funded)




