 ,;912-15s’ 

 realizing the lack of library facilitles, lald the situa-
~ tion before the library board and asked for more adequate
oservige. oo L

"", estab1ish1ng,the,braneh,«wasrﬁhe»most faithful of these
“workers giving freely of her time and service for over

amsas

. 1916&1‘7 s

tion established ‘late in 1912 or early in 1913, It was =
,~born;oub“ofﬁcammunibywn@éd-andeESuhousﬂd~1nnthexsofré1i“ri,~
f:Drug#stdre<an%2100kwawﬁﬁfﬂgrson“sta “Cireulation of books
;wawﬂgood@untilslglsawhsn%tﬁﬂvdrugastcra#dhangéd»handatand;';g”ﬁ?*
‘the little library deposit suffered neglect. .~ =~ =

©with Mias Caryl Coman in charge, This was placed in a rent-
ed store in a new building at 2065 W. Jefferson St. In s
h‘xafaytte*of;a=mpst,unprepossesstnghphysicalfaspact'thiaﬂwas
. Iibrary home for the next eight years. A long dark room =

© with display window and entrance door at the front and two .

,;AgSmallﬁspaceiwas,partitipned“offgin»the;rearﬁfor%warkar
‘room and covered one of the windows. The concrete floor
'had. one long fibre strip running the length of the room.

Vadjbiningﬁib'made'upetheaehargingwdesk*aﬂ&ilibrariaﬁﬁsﬁ*

wood chairs, one large round oak table in the children's
‘eorner and ten dingy kindergarten chairs completed the .
- furnishings. ' ‘ N

 from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. and from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M, As Miss
teere were called in to take charge of the library in her -

' brary methods and generally lacking in literary background,
‘They were pald twenty-fige cents an hour. o

. had been open eight months, had cireulated 18,929 books
" and had a registration of 1,009 card holders. There were
1,209 books in the library, 468 of which belonged to the.
branch, the rest of which were loans. RN

~ - At the end of its first complete year, 1916=17, th
- eireulation was 30,403, card holders numbered 1,598 and”
the book stoek was 1,4563. 1001 of these books belonge

 publ
';théTJéffersonﬁand.Santa?Monicauaoulevard~brandhesaﬁawwo; i
- mornings, two evenings end four afternoons were covered
by Miss Spotts, one afternoon and three evenings by Mrs,
~ Strong and the balance of the time by other volunteers,

JEFFERSON BRANCH BIBRARY
HISTORY

.. Jefferson Branch had its beginnings as & deposit sta-

 Jr. Fred E. Strong, & commnity-minded local realtor,

' As & rosult a sub-branch wes opened in November, 1915

S

windows and door in the back made up & typlcal rented store.

an old flat-top desk with a black oil-cloth covered tabl
"office®.as well, Two long pine tsbles with sixteen bent

. The lIbrarycwés~open;to‘théQpnblicVGVeryfweek day'Q§7 ¢'
Comen divided her time between three such branches, volun- .

abgence, Thegse were neighborhood women, untrained in 1i-

Mrs. Strong,,whosa:husband had beenfinatrumenﬁalxﬁmﬂﬁ

three years, She not only took dharge*nf.theflibraryxautéf
ing open hours but did jenitor work es well. =~

At the close of the fiscal,yearv1915~16'the~ﬁréﬁ€h *"

" In Decenber, 1917, Miss Coman left the Los Angeles .
ic Library and Miss Helen Spotts was given charge of




1918

1919-20

1921

‘r‘1922

- 1922-23

_Avenue School made the statement that there was not one iy

‘and was succeeded by a series of high achool, college and

Russel was added to the staff as half-time childrents 1i-

September, Miss Alpha Perkins eamg%aa-fullitimerehildrenﬂé;,*'*

. ed helpers who for six years had been a necessary part of
;Bhe staff. : o I : . o e Vo

’réi:nmsenf,5{3151.,65‘; b

od the year before, met in the mornings in the',-l;t.brary.

_eation. This was on the corner of Prescott Court, a pedes=

ing was begun. ‘Mr. €. E. Noerenberg, architect, erected a

It has wooden shutters, casement windows and a mission tlle

ﬂg-

At thig time the commnity was made up of middle
class smerican families. The principal of the Sixth

foreign child enrolled. One half mile west of the library
the city ended abruptly in.Japanese truck gardens. To the
south there was a scattering of population for an equal
distance with vineyards and unsubdivided acreage beyond.,
To the north and west it was solidly built up, but the
ridge with West Adams Street at its crest made a geograph~
1cel barrier on the north and the distriet, one mile east,

overlapped University Branch territory.

 on Jenuery 1, 1918 Miss Spotts was assigned to Jeff=
erson for her full time, making only one untrained helper
necessary. Mrs. Strong dropped the work the foll'cwi"ig]f;al;,;;

business girls, including Mollie Pollock, Lenna Hathaway,
Marion Josslyn, Marjorie Mills end Bmma Rhea, = -

At the close of the fiscal year 1919;—20, the branchwas .
promoted from the sub-branch to the group commonly referred
to as “rented brenches.” On September 1, 1920, Mrs. Hazel

brarisn end when she resigned in March, 1921 owing to 111 S
health Mrs. Anna=Marie Hook took her place. The following

1ibrarien and the branch was finally relieved of the untrain: :

 In 1921 the hours of service to the public were in
creased, The 1librsry was,open from 1:00 to 6:00 P,M. and

7:00 to 9:00 P.M. dally. The book stock numbered 3,873

\d was no longer supplemented by loans from the Centrsl
Library. 2% . , . T

A pay fiction collection sta;rtéydl this year bmugm;
" In the fall of 1022 Miss Leora Griffin took Miss Per=.
king' place as children's librariem. . - -~
' The West Jefferson Woman's Club which had ‘been organiz-

quartered in e rented store. Statistics for that year show:
cireulation, 62,3763 book stock, 4,175; card holders, 3,812,

 fThe y*ea;éf 11922-23 was the. las/t;. year the

_ In 1922 the Library Board secured & lot at 2211 West
Jefferson Street just one block west of the rented store 1
trian walk, with only a fifty foot frontage on tho business
street, With the money provided by the Bond fund of 1921
(out of which ten branh es had already been: erected) bulld-

building of modified Spanish style wilth stucco exterior.

roof. It is L shaped with entrance in the angle facing
Pregcott Court. It is set far enough back on the lot t
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By the time ‘the building was -cémplete& the money was utterly

192524

. The number of borrowers grew to 4,484 and the book stock, |
‘due to a slight incfease in book budget, was 5.002, The
only staff increase was the extension of part-time to half-

of Omzha, Nebraska, became childrens librarian, to remain. '

 the reeding Toom. During Book Week the library was honored
‘children from his "Voyages of Dr. Doolittle."

 the new library end the librariaen was asked to plen pro=
~ grems and provide regular speakers. - T

-

insure lawn space on throe gides and the double row of
pelm trees bordering the Court adds interest to the setting.
The building dimensions are 90t by 40, floor space 1,966

square feet and volume capacity 11,000. The cost was

$14,104 including equipment end furniture.

" Inside, in the section just before the emtrance door
is the charging desk and through broad square arches to

“the right and left, adult and jJuvenile reading rooms.

There is & simple fireplace in the latter and window seats

wore built in on either séde of it. A smallwcrkrcommd

‘kitechen open out from the children's room. Besause of

insufficient funds and the small lot purchased neither club
room nor adequate staff quarters could be provided, though -
the need for both was soon felt. , e e T

exhausted and proper furnishings had to be postponed. Digs =
carded furniture from other branches, including a small
desk and bent wood chairs had to be used. Book shelves

were all but empty. In the children's room two out of five. :
‘#holyog were acpupled and whole gootions SRood WASERYbv.

The formal opening took place the first week of Novem~ . -
ber, 1923, W¥rs. J, Wolls«Smith, representing the Library
Commissioners presented the new building to the commmity.
Dr, Williem A, Mills, Pastor of St, Paul's Pregbyterian
¢hurch spoke in behalf of the commmity. HNiss Helen Kennedy
reprosenting the Library Administration, responded and the . -
program was enlarged by contributions from the local Scout
troop and Cgmp Fire @#rls! group. Flowers sent by the P.T.A.B
the West Jefferson Business Men's assoclation and West Jeff-
erson Women's Club and ‘meny individusls filled the building.

The move into the new building brought incgaasf‘ed"bﬁs@fﬁ =
jness to the branch and the year 192524 showed & gain of
21.5% over last year, a total of 75,794 books circulated,

time page service. Staff changes were as follows: On the
first of November Miss Griffin resigned end liss Rena Walker

one month, She was followed by Miss Ida M. Orendorff. The
addition to the staff of a junlor attendent, Mrs. Nellle H. -
Smith, in the fall of 1924 was most welcome, Her coming
released tho professional staff of clerical duties and made
it possible for the children's librarian to eonduct class
lessons and story hours. These, of necessity, were held in

by having a guest suthor, Mr. Hugh Lofting, who read ‘to the

' The West Jefferson Womants Club ﬁoﬁtinuedmafmeet”inf'jf’

in increase in book #imds, which was urgently needed,
contributed to a meterial increase in book circulation.




1925

’:’1926. .

192526

1927

Development of the neighborhood and the building of new -
schools brought new borrowers into the commmilty end
added to opportunities for service. '

While furnishings, as originally plenned by Miss
Foye snd Mrs. Case were not to come for several years,
specially needed equipment arrived periodically. The o
vertical file came first end gave opportunity for the be-
ginning of an orderly pamphlet and plcture collection.
‘Then came glass ceses used to house valuable art books and
‘4n November, 1925 a new charging desk specially deslgned e
by the Weber show Case and Fixture co. was installed. This
wos followed by Library Buresu catalog cases end cupboards =
for registration files which completed desk arrangements,

Miss Orendorff resigned and on Jamuary 2, 1926 Miss
N¥ina King Mglish of St. Louls Missourl, was appointed
‘cshildrents librarian in her place. In Mareh the staff was

enlarged by the addition of a half-time ‘genior, Mra. Minnile -

' of books was 120,010, THis was sufficient to allow

[

" of which there were then fifteen. From the beginning of
" exceeding that of older established branches with larger

@, Miller who was formerly in charge of the Central Avenue
In the spring of 1026 a series of book talks by Miss e
Gertrude Darlow was instituted which was called Thiréa
Thursday Book Talks. This wsas held in the confusion of

the ‘open reading room since the branch lacked a ¢lub room
or anditorium of any kind, but was nevertheless well attend-
ed., ILater, when branch routine grew too disturbing, the
‘series was dropped. R : aE ST

A survey of the neighborhood and house to house ‘sanvas
within a half mile radins was made to acquaint rosidents
of the locality and facilitles of the library. S e

At the end of the fiscal year 1925-26 the circulation’
‘géePerson bo bo. ineluded in the first group of branches

this perdod it renked eighth or ninth in branch circulation,

Pook eollestions and book appropriations. This new rank-
ing allowed the branch two privileges; first, that of in=-
ereasing hours of service to twelve hours daily, from 9:0(
A.M, to 9:00 P,M., and second, that of increasing the staff
to inelude a second junior attendant, Mlss Gertrude Derr
who came on October 1, 1926« ' B

At this time book stock was 7,815 and in splte of =
increasing cireulation, filled all available shelves, espe-
eially in the adult room and need for stacks which was felt
‘even at the end of the first year in new quarters became
urgent. e

on March first Mrs. Miller was transferred to fulle

time work at Vermont Square Branch and Mfs. Veva H. Powell £

. toolk her place. Next month Miss Derr was tranaferred to

the catalog department and Miss Luceal Carter of the ata:ranf:f}!:j%z

. Library School elsss was appointed in her place.




1928«29

1920431

ginning to appear in considerable numbers.

Miss fnglish, and Miss Carter were transferred to other

graduates of the Library School for the ourrent year; and -
‘Miss Dorothy Little who hed just eompletad»the'junioruccurgp*

 exceeded the planned book cepacity. From this time untll
1931 the greatest inguenity was required to house the still
‘growing collection. Six double-faced stacks were placed in

S

- The summer of 1927 saw the branch completely outfitted.
The new dark osk Library furniture had come four years - = -
aftor the completion of the bullding end gave the interior
dignity and a feeling of newness agein. In September two
double floor stacks of two sections each were installed in

the adult reading room. In one more year these were in-
ereased to three double stacks of three sections each,

: Two staff changes occurred in the early fall} of 1827,
Miss Louise Bischoff ¢ame to Jefferson as full time senior
attondant, making & half-time addition to the branch force S
and Mrs. Irens Swenson came as junior attendant in the place
of Mrs. Smith who was trensferred to Palms. Mrs. Swénaon
left on October 1, 1928 and was succeeded by Miss Oralea -
Hely, & member of the recent junior training class. e

At the elose of the fiscal year 1928«20 the twelve
years! administration of Mias Helen Spotts came to an end, =
She hed helped stimilate the growth of the branch from a -
sub«branch with the minirmm in bookiistock end equipment,

. msnned with volunteer help, to a first group branch glving

maximum service; steffed with three professional librarisns
and two clerical aids; and housed in a bullding of its own,
The book collection now numbered more than 12,000 and was -

 well rounded and substantial in its "minimm essentials.”

Cireulation had grown to 168,557 for the year 192820, The
commmnity had changed from the bourgeoise American type to

‘a cosmopolitan one which ineluded many nationalities. 'm@se

represented by the greatest numbers were Jewigh, Russien,
Armenien and Mexican. There was more than & sprinkling of L.
German, French and Italisns. Japanese and Negroes were_'be-ﬁ, G

The summer of 1929 brought the upheaval of an entire‘
chenge of staff in a period of two months., Miss Bess Markson

succeeded Miss Spotts as Branch Librarisn, coming from .

Vermont Sguare where she was principal attendant. Miss
Bischoff tendered her resignation and Mra. Britt, formerly -

brenches. In their places came Mrs. Brma Enke, Senior
Attendent: Mrs. Hazel Franeisco, Children's librarian, both

- The rapld ;growth of the branch was nebantici.pabed’:whmi:ff
the building was planned. In 1920 after only five years' =
ocecupation the book stock had increased by almost 150% and

the adult reading room in a space which would ordinarily
accomodate three. All furniture occupying wall space, such =
a8 magazine racks and display cases, was moved to other po-~ -
sitions, so that shelves could be built in thelr place. In
the children's room shelving wes increased to the height of
six shelves, window geats were removed and glass cases re~

turned to Central Library. By 1931 every possible inch of :

wadd space wag used for shelving. f
" In the two years from 1929 to 1931 the book budget was

“highest in the branch history and allowed & purchase of




1930

1931

- 1932-33

: 1935-34

1935

 although the book stock ranked elghteenth. Reference work

books and magazines which somewhat met the demands of e
the neighborhood and left a balance to build up and strength-
en those places in vhich the collection was weak, OCiroula~
tion responded with gains. MNonth after month, a graph of
circulation figures showed high' points reached.

The summer of 1930 brought the first signs of the
depression to the library when it was necessary to close
t:h: branches at one odclock Saturdays during July and Aug-
nsvs ' . ,

In Octoher MNrs. Enke was transferred to San Pedro
Branch and Miss 0lga Miropol, who had Just completed the .
Library School course, was appointed in her plece, ‘The staff
hed its final increagse when Miss Gladys Potts was aedded as
half-time page to serve as desk attendant in lieu of clerical

The Detroit charging asystem was started in December
before it was mniversally adopted in the systems. It proved :
to be an immediato success, relieving the pressure at the
charging desk and doing away with long lines. : :

In 1931, Saturday closing was again put mfﬁ'effet;b a8 ,’
an economy measure dfor the summer months end because of the
continued necessity, became an establishqa thing. ik

1932«33 was characterized by mounting elrculation. =
Conditions of the country et large resulting from the de« s
pression, unemployment and finaneial losses, brought numbers
of people to the library who had never made full use of 1t
before. Record days, weeks, months were noted until august, .
1932, when 20,186 books were circulated, with a 26§ gain sand
the yesr showed a total of 223,036. The book budget had =
already been cut and purchases curtailed but the book collec=
tion was doing meximm duty. In order to make the best use
of books in demand, many popular titles were made seven~day. -

At the beginning of the fiseal year, Mrs. Francisco was
transferred to Hollywood and Miss Ruby Hayes came from the
ehildrents room of Vermont Squere to take her place. .

In July, 1933, when still further retrenchments were
necesgary the hours of service wers reduced. The branch was
cloged mornings and open to the public only from one until - ;
nine o'clock every week day except Saturday, when it was open
from nine A.M, until-one p.H, e

In August new registration rules went into effect,
limiting new borrowers to the use of ono book untll perme- -~
nent eards were lssued and demanding full identificationg.,
Theso restrictions, coupled with shorter hours of serviee - .
and increasingly drastic reduction of book funds, brought =
about losses in eirculation. The year 1933-34 showed the
first annuel loss in the history of She branch, although the
position among brandhes was retained. e

To cooperate with Miss Guerrier of the Boston Publiec - £y
Library in a reference questionsire, a tally wss mede of all
questions asked in the branch in a stated week in October, L
1935. When results were published it was found that Jeffer-
son stood third in the list of branches of this system '




 1936-36

~ ers end the proportion of sdult borrowers is smal

: nak’bew ‘serve great nunbers there will slways be a need
. for ite service in a2 more limited
' for some time to come to be the h

" as a branch service had always buen emphasized but this
 was the first time it was possible to evaluate it and the
~ first time sny meens of comparison was available, =

~ Following the trend of libraries throughout the country
. .. the volume of circulation has dropped to & pre~depregsion
~ level. lLosses for three years in swecession have eaten up
a1l that was gained in tlhe boom perlod of library eirculatior
~ The future may find that this ls close to the natural levael
. for this branch, The period of rapid adolescent growth he:
 passed and meny avenues for expansion have been closed.
 within e radins of two miles are seven other ‘branch libraries,
~ four of which wers started after tho Jefferson branch bullding
. was opened. These shut in the branch and egonfine it toa
. wvery restricted ares, leaving no territory for new develop=~
~ ment. The nelghborhood is detoriorating; ﬁhei‘ population
 constantly fluctuating and the numbers of Negroes an
 ese looming large. Though meny of the children in these

»‘md; ‘8erve as recreatimal y aducat},ona_ly ﬁnﬂ eufl.buml ;yééntf.,er;.;g ;

~ The close of the year 1935-36 finds ‘the branch with
@ book stock of 17,069, Becanse comperatively few books -
 ‘have been purchased in the last flve years due to the cur-~
talled budget; because discerds have been heavy; because

books which were no longer “live" have been trangferred; =
 the housing situation 1is just sbont the same as it was in
1931, sholving barely accomodates the book collsction and
' books require constent shifting in normal times and over-
~ flow onto trucks and tebles in crowded vacation periods.

groeg and Japan

wo groups ere card holders, theybare not essentially read-

 hough the funotion of the branch in the future may

eld, It will continue

t of & busy community




