Thursday, February 28, 1985

T BLACK HISTORIAN

Library Named

Honoring the founder of the first
Black History celebration in Los
Angeles 25 years ago, the Jefferson
Branch of the Los Angeles Public
Library has been renamed to pay
tribute to Vassie D. Wright.

The Jefferson Branch . Library-
Vassie D. Wright Memorial is
located at 2211 W. Jefferson Blvd.

e announcement was made at a

recent meeting of the Board of
Library Commissioners in conjunc-
tion with the celebration of this
year’s Black History Month.

Wright was the founder of the “Our

Authors Study Club’’ in 1945, the first

Los Angeles group devoted to the
study of Black history in California
and the United States.

In February, 1949, the club spon-
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sored California’s first Negro
History Week, the forerunner of
Black History Month. Wright was
also instrumental in efforts to get
Black history classes offered in
public schools.

Jefferson Branch Library has been
closed since it caught fire in 1983.

However, the building is currently

undergoing a $97,000 restoration 3
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For Vassie D. Wright .

renovation project which was ap-
proved by the Los Angeles City Coun-

-cil last year. The newly restored

building is scheduled to be dedicated
in April.

The 51-year-old Jefferson Branch
Library-Vassie D. Wright Memorial
is located in the eighth councilmanic
district, Robert C. Farrell, coun-

Local Library
Renamed

Honoring the founder of the
first Black History celebration in
Los Angeles 25 years ago, the
Jefferson Branch of the Los
Angeles Public Library has been.
renamed to pay tribute to Vassie
D. Wright.

The Jefferson Branch Library
- Vassie D. Wright Memorial is
located at 2211 West Jefferson
Blvd., Los Angeles.

The announcement was made
at the Feb. 14 meeting of the
Board of Library Commissioners
in conjunction with the celebra-
tion of this years’ Black History
Month.

Wright was the founder of the
“Our Authors Study Club” in
1945, the first Los Angeles group
devoted to the study of Black
History in California and the
United States.

In February, 1949, the Club
sponsored  California’s first
Negro History Week, the
farerunner of Black History
Month. Wright was also in-
strumental in efforts to get Black
History classes offered in public
schools.

Jefferson Branch Library has
been closed since October of
1983, when fire struck the
building in South Central Los
Angeles. The building is currently
undergoing a $97,000 restoration
and renovation project which was
approved by the Los Angeles City .
Council last year. The newly-
restored building is scheduled to
be dedicated in April of this year.

The 5l-year-old Jefferson
Branch Library-Vassie D. Wright
Memorial is located in the Eighth
Councilmanic District, Robert C.
Farrell, Councilman.




