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NAME  Spence, Hdward Palles (deceased Sept. 19, 1892;2;
PUBLIC OFFICES HELD : (DATE) a3
o]
CITY: 5
City Council Dec. 11, 1880 - Dec. 10, 1881 i
Mayor Des. 9, 1884 -~ Dec. 14, 1886 u
COUNTY:
STATE
California Legislature 1860
FEDERAL.:

ClVIC ACTIVITIES:
Pioneer civie builder and developer



BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Farm hand

Mining

Bank organizer and president
Realtor

State legislator

Jity and state official
Philanthropist

Drug business

PORTRAIT:

ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED IN ENVELOPE: none

PORTRAITS APPEARING ELSEWHERE (DATES)

Portrait Index
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION:
BOOKS:

Jee other page

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS:

PERSONAL INTERVIEW: none
INTERVIEWED BY:

DATE OF INTERVIEW
Written by: Clare Wallace
July 20, 1938
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Biography

NAME Spanca, id @ i
' 1892)
Occupation Banzar
Address
. (Date and i
Birth  'place) Dacember 22, 1832, Ennisgillen,

Ireland

FATHER  ggbriel Speiice

. D d
Birth laet®

If Deceased, When

MOTHER

. (Date and
Birth Place)

If Deceased, When

IF MARRIED, TO WHOM  spnq Haria Sperce (maiden
. (Date and surname )
Birth of Same Place) February e . 1350, Mive Lile
Town, County Lyrone, Ireland
If Deceased, When  January 24. 1937. lonrovia. Cal.

When Married  ibout 1869, California

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

#illianm Glenn
GgoTZu SuwaTd
alvert Harry (deceased)
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TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)

Spalding, History and Reminiscences of bos ingae-
les City and County, vol 1

Jilson, History of #os angeles County

Tewnark, Sixty Years in Southern California

Illustrated History of Los Angeles County, p 628

Bell, On the 014 West Coast

fraves, Ly Seventy Yeasrs in California

Joriman, City <that Grew

lieGroarty, Los .ngeles Froum the Kountains to the

- Jea, volI

Los ingeles Trobate and Vital statistics Records




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with
the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.)

Private tutors, Ireland

CLUBS, LEARNED SOCIETIES, ETC.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION 1ethodist

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS panublican

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE Dgcember. 1852
Los Anrasles . 1874




SKETCH

(Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor er trust
with dates if possible.)

Edward FPalles Sperice was born December 22,
1832 in the North of Ireland. He was educated by
private tutors. His practical knowledge of busi-
ness affairs was gained by assisting his father
who had large farming tracts and herds of cattle,
and in addition, wasS a local offiecial In tThat
part of Ireland,

at—twernty yeurs ofape ¥ri Spence emigrated
to imerica. After working on a farm near rhila-

A A P
nia via the Nicaragua route, and arrived in San
Arancisco in December of 1852,

He did not come to Los angeles or Southern
Galifornis for about twenty yesrs. The inverven-
ing time he passed in Northern California and le-
vada. In the latter place he engaged in mining
and wherever he 1lived he participated in public
affairs. .

In Zan Joce, california, where L.I. oSpelice con-
trolled an extensive drug business he became large-
tyinterested fn the San Jose Savings Bans, Hporr
going to San Diego in 1872 he continued in banking
D o +] Tuai o ok} baei v 1 boes
one of the organizers of the Commercisl Bank of San
Diego.

Jhen J.7%. Hellenbeck and associates organized
the Commercial Bank of Los aingeles in 1875 lr.
spence was chosen its cashier. This bank was reor-
ganized in 1880 as the Commerciasl State Bank, the
forerunner of the rirst Lational Banx of Los ange-
les, of which lir. spence became president in 1881.

During these active years Of LT. Spence’s Tife
he served concurrently as president of three banxks,
vice=president andstoocholder;and—direstor—of
He also engaged in other financial

T £3 o )

¥ - o -

of realty in the Whittier and Monrovia distriects,
t;qgugh he remained ‘g\;{'gnm‘inﬁﬂ‘h'ly 8 hanlar.

A public spifited man he was prominent in cur-
rent public life. He was Zepublican and liberal,
and contributed generous sums of cash and real prop-

erty toward public benefigence.

coritinued




|Final Rites Held
. For Anna M. Spence,
_ EXMa, or's Widow

; },IJ/ ST e ,.:Sj:‘ /;,,

T i S . S

Funeral services for Mrs. Anna |
M. Spence, 88, widow of H. F:
Spence, former mayor of Los An~
geles, were conducted today at her
.} home, 118 South Primrose avenue.
Services were to be performed by
Canon E. B. Smith;

Her husband was mayor of Los
Angeles in 1885-86, as well as one
of the founders of Monrovia and
of the University of Southern Cali- !
fornia. . |

‘She is survived by two sons, W.
Glenn - Spence and George‘ jOR
Spence, both of Monrovia.
D ot
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Jith Wrs. Spence he was a leader in soclety
at that time. He was one of the projectors of
the first Protestant institution of higher learn-
ing in Southern California, then called lietho-~
dist College. Lr. Spence remained a director on
its board for a number of years. His vision and
money went into other public improvements, such
a8 building the first horse car acrosSs the river,
and,in 1886, promoting and financing the first
electric line an Los Angeles.

AS a city official Mr. Spence vas said to
be both efficient and popular. While on the City
Council he served as its president, and as mayor
(1884-1886) he inaugrated a number of financial
systems still in use. It was he who organized
the fire and police departments, putting all em-
ployees under salary.

In his last yoar as mayor the last zanja or
open water ditch was abolished. This was the
year in which the Santa e and southern Pacific
%ailroads climaxed their long contest for sSuprem-
acy by opening a rate war. Round trips from
points west of liissouri to Jouthern California
could be made by rail for as low a8 fifteen dol-
lars. The result of this private railroad war
was the sreat boom of 1887-88, during which thou-
sands of permanent settlers arrived daily in the
city.

In the last years of his life Lir. Svnence's
sctivities were curtailed due to ill health.

He died September 19, 1892, in lionrovia.
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