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NAME Dorsey, Howard Zdward (deceased .ug:6,1937)
PUBLIC OFFICES HELD (DATE)

CITY:
City Couneil, July 1,1937-.ug.6,1937

COUNTY:

STATE:

FEDERAL:

CIVIC ACTIVITIES:

Jast Los .ingules YLCA
Roosevelt-Garner Club

9th District Chamber of Commerce
Railroad len's Progressive .Association
411 City Zmployees .Association
Breatfast Clubd

9th Councilmanic District Better
Government League

Juvenile delinguency and social welfare
work



BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

sgcountant

Civil and junior hydraulic engineer
Jalfare work
Public service

0ity official

PORTRAIT:

ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED IN ENVELOPE:

PORTRAITS APPEARING ELSEWHERE (DATES)



ANECDOTES AND PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS:

Howard :I. Dorsey's forebears arrived in Los
angeles with the big real estate boom about
1887. He estimated there are now between forty
and f£fifty Dorseys living around the city and
enzgaged in occupations with local institutions.

He, himself, was the third generation in
¢ity service, his father and grandfather hav-
ing served in the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment. His grandfather, through friendship with
Hiayor Snyder, secured the first raise in pay for
the policemen of his day.

. Mr. Dorsey literally grew up with the 9th Dis-
trict which he represented, for at the time of
his birth his parents' home was situated in one

of the Wolfskill orange groves at what is now
Ninth and Santa Fe Streets.

There were no streets at the time; the neighbor-
hood was one of orchards and small truck or pro-
duce farms. Dorsey went to school over cow paths
and unnamed country roads. He saw the arrival
and spread of the population, and the development
of the district from rural to metropolitan, repre-
senting the working man of practically every na-
tionality.

lir. Dorsey was so familar with the heterogeneous
nature u:nd inadequate public facilities of his dis-
triet that he hoped to begin a prompt social wel-
fare and public improvement program upon entering
his councilmanic servige.



SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

BOOKS:

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS:

PERSONAL INTERVIEW:
INTERVIEWED BY: Clare .Jallace

DATE OF INTERVIEW: June 23, 1937
ievised Sept. 10, 1937
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NAME Dorsey, Howard Hdward (deceased .iug.6.1957)

Occupation gonstruction and Junior Hydraulic ng.

Address

. (Date and
Birth  Place) July 10, 1904, Los ingeles, Calif.

FATHER William Zdward Dorsey

Birth (Date and
irt Place) Pannellville, Oswego Co. 1LY

If Deceased, When

MOTHER  Berdens Cecelia Dales

. (Date and
Birth  Place) Ohio

If Deceased, When

IF MARRIED, TO WHOM :g3ith Trena allin

Birth of S (Dateand
irth or dame Place) Zeptember, 1904 llinnesobs

Tf Deceased, When

When Married 1930

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

Joward “dward, Jr.

Laroy
=




TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

now in use by the Los ingeles Police Department

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)

Local Press obitusries




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with

the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

Subject's father and grandfather served

in the Tos ingeles Police Department.

He was a mephew of Susan li. Dorsey, world-

famed educator, who hsas been with the

Tese RBoard of Hducation for fiftv vesrs.

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.)

Los Angeles.

CLUBS, LEARNED SOCIETIES, ETC.

Native Sons of the %olden Jdest-: International
Pootprintars sssocistion

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION Protsstant

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS Demoarat

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE

Birth




SKETCH

(Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor or trust
with dates if possible.)

Ho & i
July 10,1904, in Rast Los angeles. He attended pub-
lic schools, Lincoln High, and financing himsel f
by working at odd jobs, studied commercial law,
banking and accounting, and civil and hydraulic
engineering at the smerican Institute-

His career was passed in his native city. Dur -

; e ~was i churge of imvesti=—
@atlon on the coast for the Treasury Department;
mnﬁh—the—Bureau—m%ﬁﬁﬁﬁfrﬁﬁﬁ%ikmmihhe~%n&ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁr"
years in which he was city superintendant of con-

H]

work; and previous to election to the Council he
was with thae Board of Public VWorks.

lir.Dorsey's interest in social welfare dated
from his esarly youth. Through membership in va-
rious munieipal organizations he worked toward
the material 1mnrovemept and social progress of
hls own district where he wus born and reared.

ha“¢ng an intensive study or juvenils delin-
quency he orlginated a new plan or program to serve
the socizl meets of the Ju.veu_L.Ltj offenders The
plan embraces elimination from police records of
f%rTS%*ﬁff&ﬁﬂ&%—ﬁf—&—ﬁiﬁﬁ%%ﬁ&t&%e—-VQl&Ht&??—p%@baP
tion, and a cooperatlve remedisl and adjustment
pT‘nO‘T‘Qm with s social agency

It has been adOpted by the Jos Aingeles Police

e ) ) i
has proven of such interest that members of police
departments from various parts of the United
States are sent here to study its application.

Mr. Dorsey was elected to the City Council, his
Tirst public orfice, i1l Ilay aind t00K nis seat im
the Council July 1, 1937. He was appointed as
<hgirmanof—the aysand Heans—committees;and=a
member of the Planning and Public Health and 'Vel-
~fare—committees—His careerended—eafberfive—

weeks of service when he died, sugust 6, 1957 as

Bernardlno mountains.

HOBBIES: TFishing
Golf and Tennis
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