| HP News Heolt-d' W Bulllierr News-4  ER Sentel-8 NE Sior Revlew-8
’ ; SUNDAY GREEN' SHEET-—August 16, 1964

s

House that
Quainf

musical

Story book house

By Jean Douglas Rebsom

Just like o page from Hams Christian Anderson this gingerbread house where the magic
of music prevailed for many years, MHere of Hiner Mouse famed musicians of the past met

for symphonic sessions.

No one driving along North: Figueroa past Syca-

more Grove can help noticing the charming Swiss-
styled house that stands across the street from the

park.

It is built of wood and

stone and. Jooks like some-
thing out of a fairy tale. A
child; passing by, might easily
believe it to be the House
of the seven dwarfs or still
better, the home of the good
fairy. - .

But no, it is a real home.
The home of one of the most

famous band leaders in Ame-
ica, Dr. Ed. M. Hiner.

On: entering - the front door
of the Hiner residence, one
is. immediately aware of the
cozy hominess of the spacious
parlor.- The huge, stone fire-
place, especially when it is

burning, exudes a friendly at--

mosphere. ‘And, although the

— - furniture is not of the latest

mode, the fine quality of each
piece is apparent.
Bandmaster

As bandmaster for the city,
Dr. Hiner, with his: wife, An-
na, an accomplished  singer,
as well as.a writer, appearing
as soloist, - directed concerts
fgr nearly all the State pie-
nics in Sycamore Grove for
many years.

i

Dr. Hiner built this house
in 1921, after coming here
from Kansas City, where he
was Bandmaster for over
three decades.- Previous to
this, he direeted the Third
Regiment Band, which was in-
ducted into regular army ser-
vice during the Spanish-Am-
eriecan War, and became
knewn ‘as President McKin-
ley’'s Band. During World
War I.he organized the Sev-
enth Regiment Band.

A warm f{riend .of Victor
Heybert, Pat Gilmore and
other band leaders, Dr. and

Mrs. Hiner frequently enter-’

tained John Phillip Sousa. In
fact they built a rehearsal
hall of weod and stone also
and called it ‘Sousa’s: Nook’!
And Souss was present at the

‘Every Sundsy mormitlg bamd

rehearsal was held in a shady
spot .by-a little stream which
runs threugh the graunds.
Soeial Center

Many musicians ‘who have:
played under - his direction
considered Dr. Hiner “a fab-
ulous personality.” On: the po-
dium he was a foreeful direc-
tor and exacted good music
in the era when bands were
highly competitive. They wepe
the center of sacial evenings
and pleasant listeming in the
parks of the country.

Dr. Hiner's instrument was
the cornet -and, “He didn't
ask any musician te do any-
thing he could net do himself.
And he could de it better.”

When Dr. Hiner passed on,
Mrs: Hiner, in accord with
her husband’s wishes, presen- "
ted some 6000 band musical
seores, some of them priceless
as collector’s items, to the
Kansas City Library. Alfe~
gether there were 23 ‘bulging
boxes, and crates. }

Today, Mrs. Hiner and her
son: live in the ‘House that
Hiner built,”. which contains
many, many momentos, pie--
tures and ‘scrapbooks, medals
ete., of both Dr. and Mrs« Hi-

ner. BRSNS
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Edward Hiner, the leader of the band

(8th In Series)
'By Charles Cooper

Located in front of the
Area 7 Alternative School,
partly shielded from North
Figueroa Street by a 6-foot
hedge, stands a wood and
rock Swiss chalet which
has become a city cul-
tural monument, the Hiner
House.

The House was home and
studio for Dr. Edward
Hiner, a pioneer in the
establishment of municipal
bands, a member of the
elite group of band leaders
from the turn of the cen-
tury, and a teacher of musi-
cians in Highland Park for
aquarter of a century.

By the time Dr. Hiner
came to Los Angeles, he
already had an impressive
career behind him, as
director of the Kansas City
Municipal Band and as a
leader of military bands
during two wars.

In the Spanish-American
War, Hiner directed a
regimental band and also,
at the request of Presi-
dent William McKinley, di-

rected all 75 bands during
the short war.
WORLD WAR I

The band leader served
again during World War I,
holding the rank of Chief
Musician and again direc-
ting his own regimental
unit, an award winning
organization.

He established residence
near Sycamore Grove Park
in 1921, at what is now 4757
North Figueroa Street; and
the Park’s bandshell was to
be the scene of many con-
certs by his band in years
to come.

His attempts to organize
a municipal band program
for Los Angeles ended with
his death in 1948, at the age
of 76, but he helped provide
the impetus for the Los
Angeles Bureau of Music
program, still one of the
more advanced in the na-
tion.

John Phillip Sousa, who
represents in most minds
the quintessential = band
leader, was a close friend
of Hiner’s, and helped

dedicate his Sycamore

‘quarters

Grove studio.

In later years, the March
King used the Hiner house
as his Los Angeles head-
during band
tours; and the house was
popularly dubbed “Sousa’s

Nook’’ by many.

The house was declared
Cultural Monument Num-
ber 105 by the Cultural
Heritage Board of the city
on Nov. 15, 1972.

By Charles Cooper

HINER HOUSE, now a city cultural monument,
was for 27 years the home and studio of Dr. Ed-
waord Hiner, pioneer musician ond band leader
and friend of John Phclhp Sousa.




