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Highlond Pork News Herold & Journoi— Mi. Washington Star Review—Waednesday, Feb. 26, 1986 -T&

ByKathleenChew '
Most people todgy do not
remember how Franklin 1

i incipal Ed Rosas’ office, and
?trznrgélyp enough, in the student
store, where the backs of the pic-
tures are used for signs. »
With the awe-inspiring building
with its Tonic columns and “palace
of Versailles” look came many
great accomplishments achieved by
its students and a0 \rier esting his-

m‘g];mif‘.g P Van T Frankling
began v of e second floor
of the L Bt Vista Elementary
School. Construction (_»f. the main
building was delayed by heavy
rA;ls’ople opp the building of a
gchool for they thought this area
would never adequately support a

rincipal, 22 students and 1§'teach-
2’1‘5 atE:lnded classes on the first day
of school. A year later, emo}lq;pex}t
rose to 350 and reached its climax in
1927 when 2460 pupils were recorded,
even though the original structure
was designed for 600 students max-

After the science building (now

the math building) was finished, the
students and teachers moved in on
April 3, 1916. )
. "’l‘he first student body election
was held April 14 with Seaward
Miller as the first president.

Finally on May 15, the ad-

ministration building was com-
pleted, and by June 16, the colors,
blue and buff, were adopted as
school colors.

Franklin’s “Golden Age” dawned

" in'the early 20s as the school gained

notoriety through its success in
competitions. The ROTC drill team
started the streak by winning first
place in the all-city contest in 1921.

In 1922, both the drill team and
band won first place. Due to this
achievement, Washington Universi-
ty and Jefferson University asked
the Franklin band to represent them
in the New Year’s Day game in
Tournament Park. Pennsylvania
State University also asked the band
to do the same in 1923 at the Rose
Bowl, which had just opened then.

During the next two years,
Franklin gained distinction in all

sorts of competitions—tennis, music
(band, glee club and orchestra),
typing and stenographic contests
and drama.

Topping the list was student Don
Tyler's victory in the National Ora-
torical Contest and the Constitution
at Washington, D.C. on June 6, 1924.
Members of the Supreme Court
were among the judges and Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge was the
auditor. S

Because of this national event,
Franklin became the most publiciz-
ed school in Los Angeles. The
school’s outstanding reputation led
many families to settle around this
area.

Adding more fame to the school,
Lucille Goldsmith, another Franklin
student following Tyler’s example,
captured first place in the same ora-

torical contest in 1934, which
y wa
g‘ecord achieved by no other schio?
in ‘fvhg:togntry at the time.

o 1940 Wimbledon single
ar}d doubles title-holder Bo%l:;
Riggs gnd two-time Olympic diving
champlon during Dr. Sammy Lee
l;a\lr{g in common with actor Alan
F: axi:hn .All were graduates of

Many more Franklin grad
have gone on to be succgs;fu? ?:ﬁ
famous people. Among them are
ggngi'essmaChxll Pat Hilling and Los

geles ief of i
angel o‘ Police Darryl

Alumi from Franklin ha

1 ve
ade their mark in sports. lgsu(;
Salata_played football for the San
Frgn.cnsco 4%ers while ‘‘Lefty*
i’shéléxps played for the Dodgers in

Y




Franklin of old

The first graduates of the Franklin High School attended classes since then been replaced by a new structure.
in 1916 in the newly built administration building, which has



