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Reading the reports for the years between 1936 and 1949
5f the Hollyw .d Branch Library has besn extremely interesting and
it has been fascinating to see that the growth and development of
Foliyw 54 as a comiunity and Hollyw. od as a Branch Library have not
only kept apace but that the interests and problems .of both are much
the same today as they were thirteen years ago., The years have, of

course, accelerated and accentuated the interests and the problems

but otherwise some part ol zach annusl report thru these ysars could

caslly be this year's report of coniitions and inter&:;s in Hollywood.
There is & reirain replated thru th years which tells of
the incroused busines. activity in t e comrunity; the decline in the
use of the Children's Room; the parking problem; the unfortunate
separation of the auult and chilir:n's book collections za:d the
proble;.s that entails; the difficulties involved in keeping up with

the ever increasing reserve req ests of tihe patrons; the consistent
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and ever amazing use of the Library's reading rooms as a place for
r-ading and reference; the lack of r al community spirit and the con-
sequent development of a retrop.litar atmosphure; the unusual erphasis
on periodical literature ani ths problems oi the Balcony vhere that
literature is housed: the overwhelmings decands for ev.rything on the
arts: 2n) ths constantly accelsrated reizrence work. These things are
all part o Hollyw. .« 28 & community and help make the character of
the Hollywo.d¢ Branch w8 it is now just as they have in years past.

HFighlights fron th: annual reports give the history of the
Holiywo d Branch as it has developed [ .r these thirteen years. The
1926 Annual Report states,"Busines. has be:n bo ming on the Boulevard
this year. All sorts of remodeliing and face-lifting h s gone on and
is »till going on. A go dly port.on of the o¢ld eye~sores in the way
of buildings has been removed and this adds gr.atiy to the appearance
of things." Big Lusiness was d=veloping fast all around the library
and the Branch Librurian was told that it was "against the best
incter=sts of businésa to have a s.ot like the library on a business
street," Howevar, nn ensrijetic arng active group,"™oren Painters of
th: We_ t", und r the leadsrship of & ¥is. Fthel "ill, renovated the
Art Gallery at their own exyems@ﬁ%ma ppzned the remodelled Gallery
with a lively show. Some improverents were made in the library's
srounds and the Branch Libruri.n made three talks to community groups
suring the year,

It as during 1.3 that the Branch returned to all day
opening on Satwdday which sesned to be no particular Joy to any but
the Wever-present coowd of 1dle, homeless (or at least practically
homeless) people who sit zll cay, ev.ryday orn those hard chairs, read-

ing maga:ines and neaspapers,%
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This y:ar showed a .iight gain in registration, a large
gain in reserves taren {ur request bo ks even though the forusr £ cent
charge nad been increased to & cents. There was a loss in circulation
but not as large a loss as compared to the previous years! circulation,
The last year to show a gain had been 193£-3% when Hollywood's peak
circulation reached 4¢C,00Z,

n 19+7 thz comrunit continued t.: show an iner o.ed business
wetivity and the parkins oroblem became acute, Several suggestions
were mase to t e Branch Libr .rian that the property belonging to the
library was too valuable ior business to be occupied by a library
building.

The auditorium was not [gled during this year uut the Art
Gall:ry :ontinued to have nexhibits and numerous social activities
were syonsored in connecti n with the exhibits,

The circulation continued to shuw a loss but a slight gain
in registration was re:orded and a heavy gain in reserv:s was noted,
The pressure of ref rence work was keenly felt and thz frantlie "contest
crangy" public made its-1f well known to the staff and added to thelr
burdens of covarin: the desk and'giving r.al service to more serious
patrons,

The Catalos Depurtment sent out a representative to supervise
the taking of arn inventory (the 1 st one to date) snd thut was finfg%ed
under the airoct on o of Mise Jooos. The pamphlet filed ~as complately
revised an  the W.P.8, g 8.4,R,A, workers which had been added to the
staff «id the.r bit to c¢izan up the bock coli ect.on.

The following year saw t e building of the big Broadway=~
Hol yw. »d Departient Store dirsctly .cros. the strest from the library
and the Branch found 1its:z1f{ in th: very midile of great activity, noi:se

nd uncomfortable neighbors with c.nditions within the building becoming
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exceptionally crowded and difficult for work.

Se#eral special programs were held for the children in the
Auditorium but otherwise it was not used theugh the Art Gallery‘still
continued its shows und r the auspices of the "Women Painter. of the
Test."

The refl-rence work increased cally and according to the 1958
repart "211 but swamps us" =nd there se med to be a large increase in
the nwmber of telephone requests rag:rding certalin title which meant
freguent trips to the base ent, balco%/or both and added to the already

cavy duties of the -taff. The telephone was apparently used then as it
is now to save a trip to the library and the ineviiable parking probiem
unless thare is.a certainty that the desired title is available on the

shelv:s,

The W.P,A, work.rs we: - still with the library ;ndif;’
splendid job of analyging the music col ection uuring tifls period.
This group of analytics is still in used an. though it hss not beew
kapt up thru t' 2 years sitil! hss much real value, They also were able
to copy missing pages, reinrorce the magazines, clean books and add
© great d-zl to the upkesp ol the library.

apoarently the soar 1909 was cne of Jus-t hoiding on to the
regular routine with nothing spec.al in plans for according to the trend
of th: report the Branch expectel to move at any time and no plans for
the ruture beyon: that were ade. It w.s recorded that th.re were
definite signs of a let-down in busi.nes: on the Boulevurd and that s.me
of the higher class stores wer. moving to othsr parts of the city and
nE grade estub ishi-.ts wer: ta ing over the vacated quarters of the
fir t class establishrents., Two large broadcasting companies put up
buildings this year n Sun.et urd Vine and camsed a great increase in

sctivites in that particular viecinity for many «f the related offices
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such as the adv.rtising agencies moved off the dirsct Bouldvard to
e near the studios.,

In May of 1979 the library stop.ed ren:wing bocks and the
w,P.A, werz th.re to help change many of the 14 day renewabls ©o ks
tc 23 day. There -~as a lessening ol the stra.n at the zain desk with
the release from the burden of renewals but no deeline was noticed
in the refasrence =murk, Th:ire was a continued loss in children's
circulation with a ¢ nsid.rable loss or enrol went in the scho.ls as
pany o1 the small homes in the city gave way to husiness buildings.

A count of the puople enterine the Bol.ywo d Braneh was
made on thres separate days dur.ng the year - Saturday, October 8th
1,347 people case into the library and on Monday,October 10th,1,954 and
again on Thursaay O:tober 13th, 1,553 psopl: vere counted as having
entered tne libr.ry.

ng#ting diroctly from the 1640 annual report - "The big news
for this anﬁﬁal report is tha fact that we .re in our new .uilding; that
it 18 an achieved fact, after nearly a year of effort on the part of all
concernsd, Jur Sojaurn‘tgrpavary gu.rters at 8028 Hol ywo.d Blvd.,
ended Aprill. ©''na, when we bagan moving into & new building. All day
Sunday, April Zl:t, the stalr und:r the supervision of the Branch
Librarian and ris. ¥il .pausgh, worr < getting books in order on the
shelvas, shelv =2s labellen and last minuite details worked out so that
when the Lus Angeles Wareh.u.e men, under ¥r, Compton, arrived at elight
otclock Monday rorning things vere ready Lo go.

¥iss A p.lagate from the Branches Depart:ent was at the new
buiiding with sc e & the Hollyw:.d staff, while the r:s resained in the
temporary quarters., Al the bo ks had buen "Elue-printed" on the sheles
some time before, s¢ th:-t as the labelied and numbered boxes of bouks b

begsn to srrive Viss Ap.legate could supervise thelr placing in their
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new lo:a ions. 8o quieily @id the noving peopl: work that practically
everytiing was out of the temporary quarters .y the end of the day.

‘nly udds and ends of shelving, furniture, fixtures, etc. remained to be
ta en a ay and this was ac :omplished before n.on on Tuesday. For the reg

of the we :k =ni all day Monsay, April Z0th, the sta [ worked lixe b:avers

[958}

stting ths books in crdsr, and all the records in thelr new cases, tre
catalosue reo-asserbled anc the borrowert's files in their expanded and
relinish g cases in the elez ot ner & sk. & detailed account of these
operitions w uld . re thap tax our space and time; neddles to say, itw
was 4ll & :omplishes, ang ths library was swept and garnisned “ith
lovely floral tribuies, all roady f.r the Grand Opening", schcduled for
3 otclock . onuay evening, April &0th, 1540,

Board nerb=rs, ¥is. Warren, families of the staff, friends,
all were n hand brizht and -arly for this event, w: eih w:s under the
sponsorship of the Junior Chambur of Coum erce of Hol .ywo.d. A com=~

rittee headed by Mr. Geor.e Fitts and compesed of Hurlan Palrer, Jr., G

George Pulmer, and Mr. Fowler, of Otto ¥. Cleson Company, planse
artair is co ov-ratiocn wxitht the Bos o of Libr.ry Comiissioners, Miss

Yarrsn o the branch libroarian o Mr. Oleson sent ov r his super-

collassal 1i:-h's to tell the world th.t there was a "premler™ on in
ol ywowit the com ittes alsc arranced or the public adaress system, a

s the srogram was given Urom the entrance ot the 1librsry. All .ent
Cwelil, and a luoge crowd ol interestec patrons and friends of the library
inspected th: bulliing aiter the formal cer:monles were over., Magor
Fletch r Bowron ac epted th key to the new bullding; NMr. clérk Bush,
secretary of the Hol ywood Chamber of Comserce and Dr. von Klein&m;d, P
presid nt of the Bo.rd of Libr ry Comrissioners, were co-masters of
leremon y."

After settling down to busines 1in the fine new building
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the next year recorded a gain in circul:tic: over the very large loss
of 194C due to the move but otherwide the entire 1841 annual report

is given over to a sumrary of the campalgn for the Libr ry's ammendrent
on the ballot that spring. It was repcrted th:t a friendly attitude
from the public was n octiceable for the mést part but ap.arently the
campaign fazilaed in the Holiywood district,

The rollow.ng y2ars of 1942 an 194% were devoted to the
regualr and routine sctivites oi running the Branch and there was no
time Jjor outsiie activites ag the W,P.A, help on which the library
nad come to depens hesvily wes irst cut ana then disbanded so that
211l the burden of small things was al s< to the regular chores of the
permanent staif. There was noted a pick up of inter=st and use in the
Auditorium as two groups of imen,"The Book O ervers Club®"znd the

"Antiquarians,®one interested in bouk reviews and the oth-r in the

col zction of anti,uss held resular bieweekly mectings in the library.
4180 the "League of American Penwomen" used the Club room for one of
their groups and it was during this period thut the scho.l visits to
the Library wers resumed und=r the auspices of the Children's Room,

This sarne use of the library s a place for meetings was
carried on in 194« wi h sav.ral oth.r groups us.ng the room regularly.
It wag during this year th t a c.ncentr tea elfort was made to get
the Hollyw. o Citizen News interested in the Librory as news or as a
means o supolving book notes to the public but with no luck., It was
aprarsnt that the sare policy waes in operation then as now and that
the Citizen N:ws was busy tryingz to be a real ¥Yetroplitan newspaper
+ith 1ittle or no time or use or space for any so-ca ed neighborhood
column unless 1t was a newsworthy item of genseral intzrest to the City
Editor.

Much the same type of activites vere set down for the



1¢45 annual report of work in the Branch and there w:s no change in
statistical figures for there continued to be a loss in eirculation
with the regular gain in registri.t.on and reserves recorded, Classes
were visiting the Chiliren's Room regularly but there also continued
a loss 4in ecirculation in that dep.:t ent., This was the final report
oif ¥hes Alice Scheck as Branch Librarian for difﬁctly after the end of
th: fiscs| ysar she was transiered from the Hol'ywo d Branch to the
¥Felipe de Meve Branch of the Libr ry.
islen Spotts was transfared rrom th: Vermeont Squure Eranch

Libr rv to the Yoliywoosd Branch in 1948 und round it a stimulating and
challensing place in wshich to wrk. It was a year full of problems for
the Libr.ry =ith many stal! charzes, a 7,28 gain in circyl:tion, a 517
czin in the money hamkiled in the pay col ection, a v ry lirge gain in
the tota® f nes coliected and an overwhel: ing numboer of ov.rdue books
ro be tarsen care of as bsut coulda be under difficult circumstunges,

Puring the Wap yearsof 184&- 5 gr at empzhsis ad naturzlly
been placed on the needs and conditions of the tines and with the
incr:ase in ths use of the 1li rary caused by the ending of the wer the
largs Burnover in untrainzd staff did not help to make tho work easiex
as adjustrents to th po t-war period bszan. The recerves and the
r:f rencs -ori continued to the heavy side nd 4t . & period of
constant odju.trest to moet the deisnds o the public with uvailable
stall and hslp.

1947 i 1943 continusc ith numerous stall ch:inzes though

50 a 2. the bett r Yesseooor Cler s and Clerk Typists becaue settled

@

ginplovess the provessional stell was %unsteﬁﬁy until 1943 =ten it
egan to show imorovesent end welcome suuitions, Thsre was an 87
ain in i culation uuriig this perivd and the first signs of a

tightening of the pubiic's purse -tri.gs aft.r the bo.m ysars with a

s in the amount of money collectad Iwr the pay collection,
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In starting her report for 1948&513w Spotts sass,"This has
ba:n a most exciting and profitable ysur in the Los Angel s Publiec
Libriry. The stimulus of a change in admini.trati., of a course in
supervision, of Surveys anl! Blueprints has penetrited hL: syster down
to each stafy meobor in sach branch, At Hollywood «e a e grateful for
these challengss to routines in thiniing and practice, and for the
sulekening ol spirit and cr- tive energy which have fol owed, e
nlso a greciate the sympath&tic attituse tow.r’' our branch «rd its probe-
lems: ths time siven Ly Miss Bowler to sudy our needs; the memoval of the
oz barrier batws n the circulation des. ant catalogs (whi:h hus received
much favorable comm=nt from our p trons); the electrie clock for our
work room; and the addsea storage shelving on our balcony.”

An attendunce record was kept of the people enter.ng the
Librzry for one week and durinyg th t week a tosal of 8,284 people caue
into the building. A Ref:rence count was also made this year and the
totzl for the perioa was 11,840 questions answered whic'. was larger
than that of any single unit in the library sy tem,

The next year the staff h:d a stsedier record for the
protessional stufi stayed the stire thruout the year and the clerical
stalt hac only the usual Fes.enger Clerk shifts and changes. The
zains in =11 st-tistical dep rtoents continued s the use of the
1ibrary incressed in tune «ith the times and conditions of the country
48 & whole. ™Mithin the Branc builoisr there were ch-nres made in the
rear oasere t oof ths Refer nez Room with the rof.rence and information
Jes .8 and telephone combined at the tront of the room to enable the
professional st ff to give better servi:e and have better supervision
cf the entire building.

On Febru ry 1, 1949 Helen Spotts was tr:in.fered to the
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. University Branch Libr:ry nd Zada Taylor was transfered fom the
John C. Fremont Branc: to Hollyw .d Branch as the Branch Librarian,

In cinclusion to these highlights gleaned from annual
reports as recorded thru tine years it is evident that Hollywood's part
in the community has been a very definite one. It has not been, nor
is 1t now, the kind of community that lends itself to the regulation
comauunity egencies and activities es they are generally thought of
but the Library has adjusted itself to what has been demanded of it and
has 11ade a place for itself, The Hollywood area 1s metropolitan and the
Hollywood Library ia a "little maini%ibrary" in that area, This is
evident not only frou six monrths of oﬁserﬁm$ion but from the fact
that the rece:t Survey has recomuended that this Branch beome a
Regional Branch,.

There are community agencies active in the area, the
Chamher of Commerce, the Co-ordinating Councils, the Woman's Club,
ete., in which the Branch Library taxes part by being represented a;
meetings, making book lists, book talks, and helping wherever it is
able, however, these activities are on a 4ifferent scale and from a
slightly diggerent angle than sowe of the smaller communities and
the Library's part is not always a very glamorous one as it is in
some of the more rural areas - we are just a part of the whole.
Each Branch adjusts itself to its surroundings and its problems am
it is felt that the character of thls area and the character of the
Brénch Library are compatible to Hollywood,

The local people that use the Hollywood Branch are patrons
either thru the nature of their business or befause their business
is located in the vicinity or lastly because they live in the

arproximate neighborhood. Many use this Branch from distant places



Hollyw od Branch History, 1936-1949

because it is a fairly large library and will often supply their needs
where & closer but smaller library will not and it saves them a trip
into Los Angeles.

The public is impersonal and the nature of their demands makes
the atmosphefe of the Library much less inforumal than meny branches
yet our people sake real interest in what goes on in the librury and what
happens to the library. We count among our patrons nany really famous
people, a vast number of #ould-be-famous people, and too many who were
once temporarily faumous but have been forgotten by the short memory of
their public. We have those now riding the crest of t he wave and we
have the very dregs of humanity as regular patrons and inbetween are
all the just ordinary hard working people who have great need for our
gervices.

Hollywood is not only interesting - it 1is exciting! wmNo
brief history ecould give the p cture of its challenges, its color
nor the possibilities for its development,

Respectfully submitted,

Zada Taylor
Branch Libratian
July 1949



