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INTRODUCTION

Within the far-flung constellation of £8fy-four branches starring the sky
of the vast Los Angeles public liﬁrary system are meny old branches burning with
a steady glow, & nurber of sparkling new ones, others about to add their brighte
ness, and soxe still exbryonie, whose iight will shine where pone shone before.
when the now:éneu firet uppear, a radiance lights up the horison, and each ster
in the constellation burna just a little more gayly ss s welcome to the new-
goner.

0ld branches can rerecuber fondly “grand openings,? £oo, when they were in
the liﬁelight. Hollywood looks back to several such openinpgs, each grander
than the last, stretching over more than half a century. It has experienced
rany typlcal branch developmenta concurrent with loesl and world conditions,
zany dravatic episodes, such ss a fire, serious weter dawege, and a rensacking. |
But in sone way quickly apparent to anyone who has worked there, and aoknowle
edged even by those who have not; it hes a special quality sll its own., Made
up of meany facets, it ahinag with its unique light, a bright, steady etar in
the firzamentis prau& of its past, eagerly living its present, confident of
its future.

From its olasslc beginning in 1905 sa the raison d'etre for the organ-

ization of the Hollywood VWouan's Club} to its preﬁent atatus s & large
regional branch serving an urban business center, Hollywood has miriorcd the
astounding growth of Los Angeles from the turn of the ceuntury. Many ean
resenber when indeed it wes the very btrightest star anong the bracches; in
1952~§§,‘for exarple, it's cireulation was over 430,000 -~ twenty-seven years
ggo! Today, in npiia of ui?ic and library development awsy from the center

!
of the eity, Hollywood ranks fourth in adult eirculation and has never stopped

1- On April 15, 1905, abaut fourteen wozen met to form the elub, aand
"Resolvad, that an a&ssocistion be formed for the purpese of eestablishing
a Public Library in Hollywood.®

HeBs All quotatlions in this report, unless otharwise identified, sre from
arnrmal or hilstoriecl reports of liollywood Branche
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etopped growing as far as refersnce service 1s concerned.

Barly annual reports and previous historical reports provide fascinating
reading for anyone interested in a city's growth, in education, in civie affairs,
in huran relations. Above all the last, for the most beautiful and effiecient
buiiding, the most excellent and appealing books, the nost rodern methods and
meghines are all dependent upon a staff of the right calibre and morale. In
tris regard Hollywood's history hes agein followed s claselc pattern: long
years of service by early Branch Libreriens imlued with unselfish devotlon,
followaed by more frequent staff cheunges under complex conditions lu & rapidly-
evolving city. Throughout the years, the reports are studded with tribvutes to

enthusiastic and coxpetent siaff nexbers.

194919591 A CGHRONOLQGICAL REVIEW

Pebruery 1949-June 1950

In Februery 1949 = most significant change occurred at Hollywood: ligs
Zada Taylor becume Branch Librarian follewling the transfer of lislen Spotts to
University Branch. Like her earlier predscessor, Liss Hoberta Bowler (who
began work at Hollywood in October 1923, when, as ihe reports state, “order
began to e:erge®) liss Taylor brought to Hollywood those qualities of persone
ality, charscter and ebility that =re the nallzarks of leadership and high
atandards, Hollywood wes ready for internal re-organizatlon after the many
characteristic problexs of an outstandingly busy branch which had grown in
service faster than in staff. During tils first year end a balf, after an
exploratory survey of conditions and nseds:

1~ Stuff duties were re-evalunted, re-organized, re-sssigned

2. The extensive “locked cmse® collegtion was drastically out

3. The large *populsr library® pay collection was ruthlessly weeded

ke 7-dey books wer:s converted to li-day

5~ The Picture File was organized to meet @ local need

6~ Becklogs in Overduee, Fine due lettere, Snags, Slipping, C:italog
changes, filing and withdrawals, were ellzinated

7~ The Inforzation File wae revised and brought up=to-date

8- The Blography Index was sompletely revised; the 920%s inventoried

9- Weeding, re~organization and suifting of balcony periodical holdings
was aluost eomploted *

10~ The "zajor project® of a systemetic weeding of the entire collection

1- In 1948/49 syste:-wlde survey, ‘iollywood had highest reference count
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wos coupleted in Fiction, 100's through 600's; Foreign books,
Reference collection
11~ Junitor service was increased 'nd bullding waintenence luproved
12- Kemsenser-Qlerk tice =llotted to the Children's Roou ixproved house-
reeping thBre; increased timze of an Intermedizte Clerk~Typist ennlled
the Children's Librarisn to irmjrove school service
A1)l this was accoszplished in spite of sericus etuif deficiencies through
illness and turnover, while serving the ®"wad, weird and voeal™ public! The
record showe what can be accomplished when an excellent supervisor is in
charge, =snd the staff ls inspired to glve thelr best; the years that have
followed, with theilr ups and downs, have reflected tiis meme spirit: problexvas
oan be solved; ssrvice cun bs improved; morale csn be kept high; librarisunship

is rewarding; working at Hollywood is exciting.

July 195C-June 1951

By the end of 1950/%1, the condition of the branch was excellent. Iew
tights were installed on the first floor in Decexber; the building was painted
during the second hulf of the year; the main desk wes reuodelled adventagecuslye.
Photograohie lending wes installed Hovember 1, xnd this lmportant service
betterrent was enthuslastlieally accept by staff and public. Mary Hugentugler
transferred to Hollywood as 3enlor Librarian when Edoe James reverted to the
Librorisn eluassitication.

Internal nousekeeping und service projects forged chead: weeding was
alrost ecoupleted; the Ficture File grew "by leaps and bound@" thaaks to
inthryn Cirr end Bxily Lower; beloony re-organization snd Pemphlel File index
were completed by Sylvis ixelrod; service to children improved; reference,
reserves and inter-iibrary louns xeol on growing and demanding wore stalf tice.

This was the year of de-gentralizstion following the 1948 Library Survey.
Group discussions elicited pro =2nd con resctions. Suggestlons coucerning the
book ordering vrocess included:

& plea for staterents of poliey nnd standords,

a plea for rore consistency in fletion purcho-e vis-avie Flction Depart~

pent and branches,

a wtotecent on the negative aspecis of the curteiled buying of so-oculled

1ight" fiction, bused on two years' experience,
“roposale to improve the regional plan called for:

zeetings within regions,

definite schedule for exehsnge ol st:{f within reglous,

expanded inter-librasry loan service within reglovs,

clarifieation of reglonal relutionships,
clarificetion of line muthority of Aeglonal Librarien.

For the adsinistrative officers of the libriry, this is ons of the most important
recorts under review. IMaeh of it bore fruit.
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July i98leJune 1952

SGenior Librerisn Mery Hugentugler traneferred to West Hollywood on
February 1 and Hilds Dobrin caze from Reseda te tuke her place, remsining until
Jamuary, 1958, Sylvia Axelrod transferred to Sun Pedro in April; Edna Jemes
went on extended eick leave after tweriy-slx years of service, retiring in
¥arch. It was indeed 2 yosr of high steff turrover: the clerical staff showed
eleven chenges, the nessenger-clerk etalf sowed four.

Bat progross was mads neverthelesa:

lw The firat aystenatlc weeding was ooupleted, s much-neaded improvement

2~ An sctusl eount of registered borrowers was taken, and the registra-
tion file weeded

3~ Beloony pericdical holdings were saifted

4 The Plcture File w:s a heavily uaed tool of 5,000 iteme

5~ 3pot inventoriee (b:ing continued to date) showed over 500 books lost

6~ The pey collaction was cut to one section of shelving

Aeference, reserves und inter-libeary loans proved to be a major part of
liollywood sarvice. vork with onildren irproved in spite of the need for lenger
houre (2 perennisl pleal} snd the incre%Q in urban versus family nelghborhood
gtatus of the area. “hen the Broadway-Hollywood closed lieg tmge rentel library,
more putrons sought out the branch. 4 growing need for more technical zaterial
was evident. Hollywood's public proved sc avid thet any new books were devoured:
‘everything is used no zatter in whot form, pleturea, pamphlets, periocdicals,
zaps, and books alike.” ‘lore telephone service resulted from higher bue and
sarfare; people who woved to the "Valiey® still contivued to use Hollyweod,
where tﬁay worked snd shopoed.

After the building was printed, Tinlshing details in the gpring of 1952
ineluded new lsbela Ffor special golisctions, directional signa ln the stacks,
floor-cleaning, re-location of switehbeoard, aprucing up of steff quarters,—all
ruch appreciated by public and siaff,

Reglional meetings brought forth these questionss ”Do_wa went reather

.
rediocre nestings end guided buying? Are these nzeetinga waluable enough for
time that might be used in further exanination of booka? Is con€§1 strong
enough to eccomplish purpose.” 3igniilcastly, the 1951/52 armusl report

proposes the Book Order plon now in effect.



July 19952-June 195%

On October 10, 1952, Zada Taylor became full-tire Reglonal Librarian;
the consequent loss of time given to Hollywood was keenly felt, and ellcited
this statenent:

¥3ince Hollywood hoe alwaye had & Senior Librarian, and has now lost

the full assistance of the Principal Librarian, and yet ie being asked

to give regional service plus substitute assistance, it is obvious
that a full-tinze Prineipel Libr&rian and a fu11~t1xe Senior Librarian
are a necessity for this branch."
Substitute desands within the region took 88 full days of professional tince
1
end 47 full days of clerieal time, froz Hollywood.

Progress, however, was re;orted on many fronts:

i1~ Revision of the cat:log and Infcrmation end Blography files;

2~ Re-arrangerent of fiction shelf-list; inter-filing of dead and live

cards;

3. Book checks and pockete put in periodical filee for quicker chaerging;

4e printed indexes (e.g. Orainger) ehecked for branch holdings;

- Inventory resulting in 750 books Lost

6~ Izprovement of the musie collection with the assistance of Joan

Veggett of the Music Department
7~ Expargion of the Picture File thanke to pamphlet drawers transferred
from Lincoln iHeights branch.
The Children's Roor noted incressed use of its exceptional collection by
artists, writers, teachers, costune designers, and TV and radio producers.
Residential nultiple-unit building began to grow, busineses concerns to pro-
liferate. A most prophetic coument was made: ... the demands of business
will incresse, and thot demend is for reference service ... purchzse of nore
business sand financial guides would satisfy soue of the current business

muestions we sre asked.® The reference work-losd increased apace, dezanding

increased book budget allotments and more allecatlon of staff tice.

July 1953-June 1954

For decades the suditoriur at Hollywood “ud been hesvily used for cluts
and civic group neetings, art exhitlits, concerts, discussion groups. As the
irmediate area changed to & business center and organizations built or found
other places with wore flexible houws in which to meet, this use decreased,

easing the naintenance and supervision problex for the library staff. Tuis

l- See Smtiastic:l Data appended
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yeser & decision was zade to "schedule no regulaer classes" but to sllow a
winprun of suditorium use by citizen groups.

In spite of single household wovement away frox the library's location,
renzer hours of service, the perking problem, snd withdrawal of Valley View
school deposit aservice nlong with the coning of the Hollywood Freswsy, the
Children's Room showsd increased activity {with an inerecse in school enrolle
went). Besa Wootten's earnest énd intenaive work with school visite, class
visits, ond PTA participation showed good results. Children who do come to
Hollywood get fine books and understanding help.

Both librarisne and clerks were brought in fros the roglon for trairing
under close supervision, for periods renging frow four hours to two weeks,
depending upon background, experience, and need. "Thils is o tine-comsuning
job end costly in loss of work with our present staff, but is something we
fesl is worth the price and we would like to contirme as much of it s
posgible.”

Internal iuprovements were headed by expansion of the Ploture File into
ite fiﬁg; size, twenty-eight drawers. Thie meant re-outting end re~labeling
pletures iv £it the new filey, & job capably done by supervisor Eioise Schles-
inger and steff. Pamphlet files were stresulined and weeded, in line with
the poliey to house and maintain only s limited colliection, expendable ond
freqﬁently revised. Inventory revesled again the chronic high loss, this
year over 400 iteme. Dorothy hskenszy contributed an index to paintings end
painters, for reference need.

Reserves had bmcore a characieristic Hollywocod mervice, its good aapecis
of public relations slso reflecting unusually heavy deuanda on the book collec~-
tion, and a realistic indiction of inadequate book fund. There were 15,681

1
reserves and inter-~library loans processed.

July 1954-June 1955

This was & year of incressed poﬁulaﬁion and business, of course reflected

~in the library. This year, too, all schools except Selma hud school library

1~ 3ee Statistioul Data aprended
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colleetions, sccounting, along with previously noted faclors, for o alight
decreasss in the Children's Room circulation. But there was an increase again
in reference gervice io adulie: drusma {eschers, illustrators, youth leaders,
atudent teachers.

Substitute duty agein took a heavy toll of Hollywood staff: 22 weeks of
professional ti:e, 10 weeks of clericul time. 4 refer:nee count; wus nude from
Jenuery through Acril, revealing sn average hourly rate of over thirty reference
questions, excluding directionsl and quliek information inquiries.

Menagenent imyrovements included:

1- Revision of perinsdical checklist at reference desk;

2- Re-srrangerent of the Heference Roor Ior better service and supervlision;

3. Expended and indexed file of te¥phone directories;

4 Revision in progreas on local staff ®workbook" namual.

3pot inventory resulted in 672 books Lost. Reserves were §,555; inter-library

loan reguests were 7,159: total, 15,614}

July 1955-June 1956

This year the Hollywood Chaxber of Qoumerce Development Program wes
adopted; population agsin increased; the Capitol Reeords building was a new
note on the skyline slong with such large buildings as the lollywood Medlcal
Center at\ﬂollyvood Boulevard and MeCmdden Flace.

Steff turnover seemed endemic by this time; one of four librarians(adult)
and 3> or 8} clerk-typists reuained the whole year! Over 29 weeks of jrofess-
isnal time were necosssarily allocated to clerical tasks. There was a book loss
of 1,414; 524 Delinquent Lost.

Projects completed were:

1- Qentral Library's periodical holdings llset put on oards for eazsier use;

2~ Pariodical backfiles were weeded, re-shelved and suelfwread;

3. A Policies file on oards was instituted

The yesr was highlighted by staff exchanges with the Central Litrary and
branches, drawing favorable resction all around. There wers alao Oriemtation,

Senior Librarisns { in regionsl branchies), and Regional meetings of professionals

to discuss problers, procedures and standsrds of service.
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With a staff of six librerians, nine ¢lerik-typists, snd four messenger-
elerke, the Dranch Librarisn rovised sssignmenta sod duties in line with good
wenageent. Reader services vontimued to mount, with 15,114 reserves and inter-
library loens us one measuresent of desend. The 86F adult circulation (still
the highest in the systen) pointed out the hiesvy use of adult personnel and
rescurces. Jubstitute duty sgain cut branch service, consuming JC weeks of
professional tine and 6 weelits of elerieal time.

The book collestion showed plainly the wesr and tear in all sectiona.

A brﬁﬂnh'eqllaatimn‘(auar fifty yonrs old in sone aspeuts) suffering severe
loss in hoth old and new titles, and subjected constantly to hemvy usde, sould
not be replenished adegustely with available funds. Bindery shipments had
reached J00 a month, vet nany valuable books had to be nendsd instead of
re-bhourd.

Hiollywoodts staff participated sctively in the Library Bond iassue can-
palgn; standords of children's pervies meistalived a high level; an unusuelly
coupetent professional staff worked on a very tight scheduls to eurry the
Ancresaing work-load on a surrent basis, with west end ability. The gummer
aubstitute servics of Irene Jursody proved, os alweys, & blessing.

& permarent HescordeX réplac@d the old rented oney the awltchbourd wes
sxohanged for » slightly newer uodel: alx new worlroow desks were provided,
and a typewriter wes replaced (hallslujehl). The nesd for a cush rogister,

a 117t to the sscond fioor, snd nn sdditlonal typewriter, wers polnted out.
Horkroos spoce and tools weré necessarily on an asalgnment-deadiine priority
bupis, for all stalf.

Adoption of Book 3electien Polioy statecents by the Library Boerd wore

ek apprecinted.

Onoe rore staff tuarne-over scared, tils time to 60%, «ud s slow-down of
projeets under way resulted. Time was needed for hiring and tralning new
ptalf rerbera, while publie services eoutimed to sliub. 3Jenlor Librarian

Hilde Dobrin transferred to Yezorial Braneh in Jamuary 1958 ond was not re-
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placed wntil Varek 24, by Dorome Oonnor; new % the Los Angsles braneh rouvtines
and proceduras. Lidrariang Borbars loere, Joan Wieher, Durothy Mewshew, A .
dililams, sod Mary Mumn el)l left Mollywood, leaving only Rlolee fehlesi:ger,
Degny Willlians, and Boss Wootten as oonbinuing profeseimals. This meant that
the Regloonl Li%ravian saraged suporvisory, refepengs and dally rouline respons-
ibilities; sho also had to traln s cow Seslor Lilrsrians A% the end of the
yenr thare woere stlll twoe rrofegsionel wvaganciesp 204 a ialfedine slorical wnes
fudos are lo order fur the \ibrariens and clerks and resgangoer-sieris on the
gtoff who g&v& tieir best to keep sur colors flying. Oxeeptlonslly valusble
elori Ooneusle Xirilsnd wae trsonfarred (o Los Faliz branch as a2 veonney there
hed to be filled with e best person availatle ot the tize. In thle ssue year
of sorious siaf? tursover; Uollywood iibrerions spent 30 weoke of tire mubetitue
ing et other brenches, clerks spent 17 woeks.

One wonderful 4hing did bappen: the brangh bad 5 fece-lifting $n2ide and
out botween Augsust and Jamwary: the aow palnt and freah golors mede work nore
fun and patyona slecsod ms woll. jionsy donated Ly our "Friend of the Libeary®
ro-furnished the stafl lounge ilo gay ﬁalaén; the new kitoben floor was a8 big
1ﬁpravwﬁantﬁ and the fishpond wes st lost replaved with gerden plantingl

ﬁagaﬁdvanly o the painting of the bullding, the besutiful new eatslog
of 240 droweres ghangzod the whole apuearanse of the lahdys Hoelng the osrds
into it w@u»ﬁﬁa kird of chore that bee e hapyy ending.

With the appeinisent of Towy Mafriom ss Persomnel Teshndslon 4n the
rersonnel Depasrtosnt, thoe wme ayvallable there to Lustitule the Tralnes
Program, v Lrpordant ones  Hollywod wes sselignod two 6n 8 telf=tine bosis
anel,  One realyred after two moniths, one, 4snoe Dougless, stayed and bogume
& fulletime ity rian following gradvstion frow USC librery seheol in August
1998, sneilar one, Elsle Bescher, esve to Hollywood in Yey 1908 and hag oon-
tirved to date on s half-tive Buale, roeoiving tralning snd experiews st
both Hollywood snd other reglonal branphes. The Trainee Frogresn, frex
fiollywoodte experience, seers 2 most valuable and practicsl one frov neny
aapastd.

Trainee-iitrorien inne Donglass hod s special interssd Ln young sdults,
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and this dove~tailed nicely into the introduction this year of the Young Adult
Programx. BShe organized with enthusiasu e special coliestion but decided shortly
thereafter to accept a foreign dut§ tour in Germany with the Air Force. While
Hollywood does not have s large yaﬁng adult public as such, the collection ie
being meintained and incressed as @ epecial servige.

Hention should be made of the fact that Senior Librerian Hilda Dobrin
attended the UCLA Oonference on Library Administration in August 1937, which

from all reporte was s most vsluable experience.

July 1958-June 1959
Olear $indication of Hollywood's sontimuling growth is given in the 19,755

ineresse in multiple~unit dwellings singe 1990, the higheat in the ceunty.l
Business thrives; as reported by the Chumber of Uormerce there has been an
increslie of $11,550,000 aince the inception of the ﬁevelopéemt Programz in 19%6.
Toie year 108 natlonal television prograczs originate here; lust year there
were 903 television is now a $200,000,000 business in the area.

One resent trend in library use is a voraclous deuend for everything re-
lating to iﬁvsstmant and the stock market. The Moody'a i-vestnent manuals
are literally in songtant use and have to have new cavéru; poetrons ask for

the Kiplinger letter before it arrives; our Thowas' Register of Manufecturers

is in tatters by the end of the year; muny inquiries are s£11£ necesgarily
refarred to the Busineas Departuent st the Qentral Library.

In line with ineressed reference dezand, more professional time was
scheduled, and in April the Children's Librarian begaun work one uight a week.
Again the branch served ne lr-service training ground for seversl iibreriens
in the region. Senlor Librarians in regionel branchea resumed zeetings at
Hollywo&d and the Orlentation Prograx brought new LAFL librarians te Holly=
wood on their vieil to a regionsly branch. Time tuken from branch activity by
new librariens in the orientatiaon meries is worth it in nany wayas, say those
at Hollywood.

All professional staff menbers and meny clerks found the USO Workshop
geries this year mosl sticulating; reports at the reguliar Tuesday staff

mestings widened our horismon. Five of seven librarians attended the ClA

l- Los Angeles Reglornsl Plenning Commission. Populstion Researsh Section.
gﬁp‘}ﬂg July 1’ 1939, Pe 1
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Sputhern District zeeting at UCLA. Hollywood also participated in the
intra-zural discussions on CLA and ALA 3tendards. On invitation, the 3enior
Librarian spoke to the Hi-Y Wives of Hollywood about the LAPL system and the
Pranch's regional aarvicae.l

The 3tudent Use Survey during Mareh-April, while a chore, wes provoca-
tive. Certainly it nsde us more aware of perforzance and responsibllities
in this field. &ta!f and rescurcea anawered approximately 90% of the in-
quiries; only 26 % of the students reporting hed used school libraries;
senior high school students led the list, with college and university a close
second. One explorstory conference was held with Mre. Bishop, Hollywood High
3chool librarian.

Hollywood shared with John . Frezont branch wany of the Weet fiollywood
patrons while the new bullding there was in progress; thls accounte for some
of the year's incresse in circulation. Reserves and inter-librury losns
acared to 19,6531 The visifile averaged 350 titles every day. The new short
form first overdue notice was s boon, for 6,493 first notlces were sent out
during the year. Total for ell notices (Rst through 4th) was 9,503. The
new policy of filing applicationa fxmediately also proved s tine-saver.

Internnl projeects included:

l- Discussion et stoff meetinge of the July 1950 Branch iansgeument

Ftandards;

2~ Regional file was weeded;

3. Based on a statistieal survey of use, s thorough revision of the

periodical holdinge wae made by the Branch and Regional Libarians;

4 Contimed inventory resulted in 1,313 books Lost.

An expensive and disruptivs period of Recordsk trouble 1asb7gntor-
zittently from August to October; stalf zembers huve been Intrigued with the
surrent advertipecents of a coupact and attractive new wodel. Sone of the
heat generated by blank filn and hend-cherging wae dissipated with the provi-
sion of two new electric fans; “hree new posture cheirs were greatly apprec-
iated.

One sdult education class, writing for Publleatlon, was held in the
auditorium on Tuesday afternocons; it will not be continued in the libfary

next year. Several other recueste for use of the room were denied, in line

1- The Senior Librarian refused invitatione to 1) be Progrex (hairman of the
Sovtnern Caiifornia Technic:l ‘rocesses Group, bul was a comnlties men~
ber, 2) participate as a panel mexber of Stunderde discussion 2% CLA
Jouthern District, 3) re-organize ¢ special library in Bogots, Colunbie
on 1¥itation of the Internatiowml Joopesration Adrinistration snd the
Orgenization of Acericun 3tates.
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with adminietrative policy.

For Library Week, in addition to bulletin board displays featuring the
new branches, ¢ special window display was placed in the Security Benk window
around the corner. Pickwick and Satyr Bookstores, Hollywood-Broadway book
departzent, Citizen-News ~Stationers, all on iollywood Boulevard, displayed
posters »nd streaxers. [ost fruitful was an unasnlicited coluzn in the Hew
York Times on April 17 (copy attached) by the lioilywood correspondent. In

addifon to patron comment, letters were received, and the Library Journal

sated for an article about the branch. Perhaps ms a result of the newepaper
article, 2n execiting piecture atory of iollywood branch was prepared by a

local news-photographer team for publication in the Averican Weeidly, with

Diek Powell, Jane Lockhart, Edith Head, Bill Lundigan, Playhouse 90 writer
Caruthers, wovie producer Roass Hunter, and several starlets, shown using
various library tools end rescurces. The story, ales, has not appeared as
yet, but we are still hoping ...

In addition to stalwari veterans Bess Wootten, Eloise Sehlesinger, and
Degny Williams, new librariane Giovanna Castelfranco, Bernlce Wilner, and
Marisn Msyer contributed thedr experience, ability, and enthusiasx. The
imriment addition of a Seniocr COlerk to the staff will ald waterially in
elinicating asowe of the clericsl routines now nezessarily aé?gned to the
professionale. &ll clerks and ressenger-clerks, too nurerous to llet, give
their best in individual perforrance and in team work to keep the wheels
turning smoothly and to satisfy a demanding publie, zs well ss to zaintain
regional brench standards. If the past ten years can be taken as a guide,
tne noxt ten will see its ups and downe, its problexs and its progreass,
all token in atride by a etaff high in sorale and exceptional in loyaliy

and epirit.
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ITE. "Ou¥LY IN HCLLYWooD®

Loeal columnist Matt Welnstock often uses a hurorous or soclolozleally
interesting paragraph cbout tods area which he heads "Only in Hollywood,® As
the brench serving the public in on the two uejor entertainzent centers
of the nation, and as a regional branch of the LiFL syetem, thé llollywood
library has reny unigue aspects.

Its location in the heurt of an urban business-ghopping center wiich is
aleo o world-farous entertaiment center

Its spacious leference Roow, sought oul by students and research workers.
To quote a colleague now working at UCLAi: "Oh, you work at Hollywood!
I own & viece of one of those reference roox tables: long years mgo I
practically lived there when I wem in college. I could read and study
to my heart's content, wihen the cesupue library was crowded and the
dorz foll of bedlsm.”

Ite special and somewhat “off-beat® public. In sddition to the regular
braneh library publig of elderly retired people, busy hovasewivea,
businzes men and etudents, children, --the general librury publie,
Hollywood has a fescinating clientele of «ll tvpes of people in the
arts, entertaimsent, :nd intellectual world. ictors who heve been
grect, those who could have heen, those who may be ... Writers of
every type and personality. Designers of costu:e, rarve-up, stoge,
TV, and secreen. Artistes orateur and profesasionml, working in nmeny
different redla, Uccult solence addicis in profusion. Advertising
agency e-ployeas, frow cleriks to producers. Eusiclans seckzing old
nopular songs cnd new opera scores. The 1ist could go on and on ...

Its svecial and exceptiomuily hesvy reference aervice, both at desk and
by telephone. TV, movie, advertising, and radle people work against
short deadlines, «rd wuch work is done {or ther by phone. The Ficture
File is an inveluable tool; biogravhical indexes are & nust. The
Reference Coliection now nuzbers sbout 4,200 volumes, arnd includes
nany expeisive art books and reference serisls (wuich accounts for
« compsratively low book turp-over rate).

Its collection of tdevhone directories fro: tue United 3tates and 28 jor
eltieg throughout the world, which is in couostant use.

Its play colleection, largest branch collection and one of the largest
in Bouthern Cmiiforuia. Constantly depleted, constantly re-wlenished.

Its statue as a reginnal branch for ten ssaller brenches, six of wnleh
are ahove the nedian in a systez-wide couparison of circvlation.

Its hours,from 10 a.m. to 9 p.n., gix days & week, uni-ue in the branch
ayaten,

Its for-flung and growing ““slueni associztion of stalf nmembers who
heve been prosoted within the systex.

its distressing and costly bigh rate of Delinguent Lossocs

Ite vany patrons who bring gifts of megazine files, bhooks, piclures,
and wio send 2 flood of greetings and goodies at Christmas tinze

Its inguiries Ly wail frow all parts of the world. BSuch as the letter
froxw wuglnnd asiking Sereen Actors Guild inforzuti-n, addressed:
ANY Q040D PUBLIC LIBRAWY, HOLLYWOOD.

o
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1V. STATISTICAL DATA

OIRQULATION: 1909 ~ 1959

1909 51,583
1919 142,550
1929 515, 194
1939 352, 702
1949 311,168 -
1959 395,608

YEAR CIRQULATION

19k/%0 347,325

1950/51 334,934

1951/52 344, 461

1952/53 331,959

1953/54 334, 685

1954/55 341, 467

1955/56 339,135

1956/57 538,561

1957/58 560,167

1958/59

393,612

RESEAVES AND INTER-LIBRARY LOAN REQUESTS

YEAR  REBERVES  ILLS TOTAL
1953/54 8,254 42 15,681
1956/57 10,938 8,176 19,114
1958/59 11,333 8y325* 19,633

* yest Hollywood closed 6/14/98 - 3/9/%9



BOCK FUNDS AND INVETORY LO3S

TEAR BOOK, SEAIAL, BINDING FUNDS INVENTORY LOS3
ADULY  JUVESILE TOTAL  BINDING ke Yoo
1952/55 39 300 1,250 10, 7% 32400 ™0 3ec?
1955/54 9,300 1,250  10,55C . 32600 s 198¢
1954/55 10,000 1,2%0 11,250 2440 books 12 %€ vE
1955/56 10,000 1,350 11,350 1 2440 1088 3%
1956/57 14,850 1,858 16,5881 2440 " 1,012* $048
1957/58 15,650 1,838 17’,438..'-" 4600 " 708 ()2
19%8/%9 16,813 1,875 18,651 3600 ° 605 24 %0

| i 7
* 4 speciel count of 1956 Delinquent Lost was 701 booka valued "
§2,392.16. As recorted to ¥iss Durfee by Zods Taylor by menorane

dur of Dec. 27, 1957t "This ineludes only those DL regorda that

are outstanding as of thie date and does not include any DL's

that have been returned nor eny DL's that were "Olaims Returned.?

o
¥eBe A total known lose of 4,350 volumes mesns zbovt 317,800
% 4.00 & volume. A great many of these DL's are new nen-fiction.

SUBSTITUTE TI¥e GIVEN BY iOLLY.OCD STAFF {Han-Days)

_ Librarians Ulerks
1954/55 110.3 50,3
1955/56 14343 318
1956/57 169 35.6
1957/58 242, 7 9748
1958/59 108.8 40k

Respectfully sub:itted,

w Dore:s W. Connor
Jenior Librorian

July 1, 1959



PRINCIPAL LIBRARIAN

Zeda Taylor 10/52 =
SENIOR LIBRARIANS
Edna James 10/36 - 3/7/52 ¥
Ass't Dept. Librarian
Sick Leave 9 months 50/51,
M-10/51
Zada Taylor 2/L9 - 11/6/50 F
Mary Hugentugler 11/6/50 - 2/18/52 T
Hilda Dobrin 2/18/52 -~ 1/58 T
Dorcas Connor 3/2,/58 =
LIBRAHIANS
Anthony Alden 8/23/50 - 4/30/51 R
Dorothy Askenszy 9/21/53 - 7/1/56 T
Sylvia Axelrod 5/1/50 - L/15/52 P
Riva Bresler Ly - /50 T
 Kathryn Carr 49 - 1/2/51 T
Giovanna Castelfranco 7/7/58 -
Hilda Dobrin L8 - 9/L9 T
Anne Douglass 8/1/58 - 2/28/59 R
Mary Roy Grier 6/16/51 =~ 7/15/53 R
Margaret Holgate 8/10/53 - 1/54 T
Mary Hugenturler L7 = 1/27/50 T
Edna James 11/510 - 3/52 R
Anell XKnutson 9/28/L,9 - 50 R
Margarst Jessup 5/5/52 - 2/21-55 T
" Carl Johnson L/52 - 6/30/52 T
Emily Lamar 1/15/51 - 4/52 R
Borghild MacKenzie 2/25/5, -~ 8/31/54 R
Hobert Mautner L/1/56 - 5/18/56 R
Marian Mayer 3/30/59 -
Jorothy Mawshaw 6/10/57 - 12/2/57 T
Barbara Moore 8-15-55 - 10/21/57 P
fary Nunn 8/20/56 - 3/7/58 R
Leonells Philliys 6/4/56 - 6/30/56 T
Mary Kraus Pierson 7/7/52 - 9/29/52 T
Morris Polan 3/25/52 = 6/25/52 R
“loiss Schlesinger 2/29/52 =
Helen Scherr Tishkoff 5/1/51 - 12/55 R
Joan VWieher 12/16/55 = 9/39/57 T
Ann Villiams 10/28/57 - 4/7/58 T
Dagny Williams 9/2,/56 =
Bernice Wilner 9/29/58 -
Bess Wootten (Children's) L6 -
LIBRARIAN=-TRAINEES
Elsie Becker #* * 5/19/58
Beverly Cooperman ¥ 8/1/57 10/12/57 R
Anne Douglass %= &/1/57 - 8/1/58

LIBRARIANS=Summer Substitute

Irene Carmody 6/15 - 8/24 1953
6/1, = 8/20 1954
6/1, - 8/20 1955
6/11 - 8/20 1956
6/10 =~ 8/17 1957
6/10 - 8/16 1958
6/2% - 3/, 1959

Precious Moulson



- r?,-

INTERMEDIATE CLERK-TYTIOT

Barbara Cusick
Henrietta Elsenburg
Consuelo Kirtland

‘Miriam L ebb

CLahE - TYPISTS

Vena Abrams
Mary Allison **
Arthur Anderson
Bdith Biggs
Sharon Boing

Doris Burton

Nadine Carr
Margaret Carvell
Alberta Castro
Arlene Curtice *»=
Barbara Cusick
Dorothy Derby
Patricia Marshall Doty =
Patricia Gilmore
Barbara idge
Dorothea Gaffers *x
David Hall #*=

Sonya Hammond %%
Gloria Harding
Genette Hervey
Elizabeth Hill
fthel Hitchens
Geraldine Horita
Helen Hotra

Parham Kelley
Katherine King
Mildred Moore Lewis
Marian Megridichian
Norma Melvin

Vivian Morse

Jane Nelligan
Virginia Netherland
Karen Overgaard ** (30%
Helenita Pike
Joanna Reeve

Louis Saunders

Louise Sheffield
Lee Siminowsky
Nancy Skeen
Eleanore oSwanson %
Norma Thomas

Joan Urdank

Sylvia Casado Villalobos .

Myrna Weiner
Earlene Williams **

2/25/54
L6

3756
L6

2

Ak
s
1/51/58

L/2/56
3/12/56
3/12/56
7/53
7/17/50
5/19/52
13/1/52
6/9/L8
2/1/56
11/2/48
L

9
9/5/56
2/18/58
2/20/52

LI I N I |
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1949
W/16/52
1/5/52
7/31/59
11/30/54
3/29/56
11/1/52
L/17/53
12/31/55

7
WAL
3/30/55
3/1/56

1/16/52
6/29/56
1953 7

e

6/23/58
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MESGENGER-CLERKS (Full-time)

Anna Collier : 5/21/51 =

Evelyn Cummings 5/29/53 - 3/b/57 P
Ernestine Draughn 7/16/57 =
Marguerite Empey L9 «- 49
Marion Jones 49 =~ 49
Grace Kennedy 3/5/51 - 3/15/51
£lizabeth Kinsdell 10/1/56 - 1/12/57
Thelma MacKinnon 3/11/57 = 6/15/57
Andrew Moreo 7/17/50 = 8/12/50
Paul Schneider LG = 49
Harold Scott 49 -~ 7/1/50
Katrina Maxwell Smith 4/19/48 = 9/2//53
LaVerne Weary , 50 « 3/1/51
Howard Weinberg 8/13/56 « 9/22/56
Lois %ilson 2/14/50 =

Resigned

Leave of absence
Maternity leave
Promotion
Transferred

»3 0 e
=5
4 £ 8 11}

% = 20 hours ~ ’



