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NAME GStephens, Jess I,
PUBLIC OFFICES HELD ' (DATE)
CITY:

City Attorney, Jammary 3, 1921 -July, 1929
COUNTY:

Superior Court Bench, 1938-1939

STATE

FEDERAL:

CIVIC ACTIVITIES:

City Club
Chhambsr of Commerce



BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Attorney
City offioiall

PORTRAIT:
ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED IN ENVELOPE: Iione

PORTRAITS APPEARING ELSEWHERE (DATES)

Portrait Index



W

. ANECDOTES AND PERSONAL IMPRE SSIONS:



SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

BOOKS: 5ee other psage

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS:

Los Angeles Times

PERSONAL INTERVIEW: None
INTERVIEWED BY:

DATE OF INTERVIEW
Written By: Clare Wallace
August 5, 1937
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Biography
NAME  gtephens, Jess T,
Occupation Lawyer —
Address
Birth ‘Paw™ May 4, 1882, State Line City,
Illinois
FATHER Ldwin Elias Stephens
Birth Pael™  Ohio

I'f Deceased, When 1927, Los Angeles

MOTHER Arminde Jane Rice

. (Date and .
Birth  place) . Ohio

1f Deceased, When

IF MARRIED, TO WHOM 31ice Cherry

. Dat d
Birth of Same (plicee?n Iowa

Tf Deceased, When

When Married September 18, 1907, Losingeles

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

Barbara: Mrs. Philip Maming

Harrison Lee




TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)

Southwest Blue Book, 193%

%paldlng, History and Reminiscences of
_ingﬁggﬂsu&ilxmx_dndﬂﬂnunﬁyf_znl_llT_p_zlﬁ__ﬁ__”__
Who's Who in LosiAngeles, 1926-27

Who's ‘ho in LosAaveles Countv. 1927-28

Inclosed clippings




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with
the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

"Parents pioneered to Compton in 1884

¥

<

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.)

Public and grammar schools: Compton;

Los Angeles High School; Stanford Uriversity

CLUBS, LEA

DeleVeuwuiy

RNED SOCIETIES, ETC, |
F il

B 'Y .

Country Club: Shriner: A.R.&A.M. California and

Los Angeles County Bar Associations

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION Protestant

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE 1884; Los ingeles
: 18998




SKETCH

(Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor or trust
with dates if possible.)

Jess ., Steph i
State Line, Indlana, and Dbrought to Comptqn, Cali-
fomia by his parents two years later.

He attended Compton schools and o0ld Los An-
geles High School. .fter graduating from the lat~-
ter he aptered the fdrm of Anderson and Andersen
for the study of law, and was admitted to the bar

in the last oral examination conducted by the
Supreme Court of the state, held in Los Angeles
County, 1904, )

This was followed by a Speéial gourse at
Stanford University.

Kr., Stephen's career has been passed in Los
Angeles. Beginning in 1904 he wes associsted with
his brother, Justice Albert Lee Stephens, for two
ygaxs+_mhﬂ__ha.hﬁname_ziaa_pras;d&nt_aﬂ;MuL“_____ﬂ

Califomis Title Insurance Company, then known as

the Title, Abstract & Trust Coupany.

__He remained with this concern until 1909,
when he was appointed deputy City Attorney, and

assistant City Attorney. In Jamuary of 1921 he was
appointed City Attorney to f£ill the unexpired term

of Charles S, Bumner, being elected at the next re-
gular election to f£ill the same office.

Mr, Stephens served as City Attormey eight
years, to July of 1929, and retired to enter pri-

vate practice.

Specializing in municipal and corporation

law he was associated with L.P. Green for some time

after 1929, under the firm name of Sterhens and
Green,

Mr. Stephens makes his homs in the City and

maintains offices in downtown ILos Angelss,

e v TR A PTVINTETRATION PROJECT
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1,250,000 ¢ riamee; "
Also, he tells the city

times they figure they're some-
what wiser and do not follow
his advice. Then he has to put
in some overtime getting them
out of a jam. :

But he figures it's all in the
day’s work and lets it go at
that. Some men follow the
footsteps of their fathers but
Jesse stepped into the shoes of
Brother Al when the latter be-
came a judge.

Jess was born at State Line,
Indiana, in 1882. Graduated
from the Los Angeles High
School, then took a special law
course at Stanford. Deputy
City Attorney and prosecutor
1903 to 1913 and worked nights
as secretary for the San Pedro
Chamber of Commerce. Chosen
city attorney in 1920.

Jess is .easy to get along
with. Hosts of friends and a
britliant future.

YOU may be next.




JESS E. STEPHENS
*“Iudge. Superior Gourt . -




]
s

W’

.

Announcemeni ha% ;

‘a candida,te\ to ‘succeed himself as
¢city attorney was ‘made ‘yesterday.
1455 Tess. &, Stephens in a s‘igned

statement.
- Determinatibn of Stephens to.ter-
‘minate his long service as city at-
torney comes-at a time when “he. is
known to be ynder consgideration for
appointment | as counsel for the
Metropolitan Waﬁer Distﬂct.
TEXT OF STATEMENT

The téxt of Attorney Stephens
sta.tement follows:

“When for ths fourth tim tan th
oath- of otﬂce au. ci‘t"y“ Qbﬁ v Il;mr Yen. rg
u 0o I résolved, that ﬁ on 'the 'cdmpietion

the term. I vfould oatab! hh my aown’ Jaw

-~

busl ess, ahd before it too lats
endeavor to muté a competence !or myselt
and a,m well I.have succeeded

in my e rts to serve during

b g'a mtx ol o Snothat
9 n p {304} 8 T ano
e“e u{ not !ound mvmz impressed

1At abotit the titne dl ey, a3 to ' m
rémalnlns cmr attotn lgno '?quue sen):

%{' wal by fen ‘in’ author-
{th. the ﬁ“esﬂon t _my len
{eipal ex ce would bs. of value in
co:smichtg}n w gh ltgg Colora o m:ﬁr pr;im:;
ani g .should, accept "the gitorneysh
for mg,uztfdﬁoutagc ;,.%mmtt. g
ggestion camse -from ¥ns outside - o
and “within this city. is, it teem .
would w;rk in with lans, . % _yat
enable m 0. 891YR - © ¢éuld: be' the
most useful.. o

ADHERES TO PLANS

] have: ver:{‘ caretuny cnnsidered the
s\tuntio 4,

ve : ‘concluded . to ,adhere,
ta, my origin ans. regretful’ I.am
that in dping, sp sgem to dlsc Dolnt 8o
many  earnest c:tlzem ‘and.

therefure, da tiitely announce! tha,t qhall
hot be ‘candidate: to succeed o]t

| het
as city attorﬁey. My -spccessor in o tide

wm find. me alwiys . willing -and ready
Bive hi‘ngtho beneﬂt of .my long, ex-

C YT wm ot hur ntempt to Put lnto
o e e peaple

words:
z(y Ain n zen

my
this” elty who 8o m
erously - hhve Ve 5@ ane their conﬂd&nce.‘f
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