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CITY OFFICIALS

.NAME Shafer, austin C.

PUBLIC OFFICES HELD (DATE)
CITY:
City Counecil 188¢-1890
Board of iducation 1891-1892
President of oSchool Board 1891-1892
COUNTY:
STATE
FEDERAL.:

CIVIC ACTIVITIES!

Current civie and welfare a:tivities
One of the lar-est developers of home sites in
local history of rezl sstate

0 uplsny ‘asJeyg



BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Rural, districet and city gchoolteucher

lgnl estuate investor and gubdivider
Jity official

PORTRAIT:
ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED IN ENVELOPE:

PORTRAITS APPEARING ELSEWHERE (DATES)

Hunt's, California and the Californians,
vol 1V, » 281



¢

ANECDOTES AND PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS:

A farmer's child was expected to earn his Xeep
in the days when sustin Shafer was a boy. hen
scarcely out of his babyhoed he hauled wood, Ted
the live stock, and helped on the furm Irom daylight
to dusk.

The straogling education he acquired during the
few winter wmonths when he was allowed to attend the
log cabin school a mile from his home proved inade-
quate to young shafer's soiritual needs.

ifter he returned from the Civil VWar, a veteran
of Sherman's Liarch to the cea, the batsle of Shicia-
mauga, and others, he very courageously went back to
the cou.try school for more learning. Tazing his
place on the benches with ten-yeur-olds, he studied
and later taught school, earning funds with which to
spend four years in college.

ir. Shafer taucht in the pioneer schools of north
ern California snd Log anzeles, which was an adobe
village of 8,000 persons at the time of his arrival.

During 1882-1884 he was the sole teacher in
Sahuenra School, the district of which -included much
of the present Hollywood, and all of what is now .nowr
s the Wilshire district. I.uyor bebastian was one of
his punils as a boy; lLr. Shafer renorts hinm as being
the usual average school ©LOY.

Hig Civil Jar experisences romain vivid in Lr.
Shafer's memory. e cla.rly reculls the suffering of
the soldiers during the latter part of the conf¥icth
as contrsasted with the comfort and pleuty enjoyed by
the merl on their larch to the Sea with Gensral Shermal

The young lady ir. Snafer wmaurried was born at his
foric old Oak Ranch in the San Joaquin Valley, & fa-
mous station in the stuzecoach days. as a child she
played with gold nuggsets for toys, which were given
to her by the forty-uiners. _

Since the death o7 his wife in 1935, after almos
sixty years of marriuage, i.r. Shaer lives a very Te-
tired life, except for occasional G.A.R. meetings.



SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

BOOKS:

dunt's, Culifornia and the Salifornians, vol 1V
p 281

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS:

PERSONAL INTERVIEW:
INTERVIEWED BY: Lueglla Sawyer
DATE OF INTERVIEW July, 1935
Jdewritten by: Clare Jallace
December 10, 1936
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Biography

NAME Shafer, suctin C.
Occupation _sohoolteucher and tealtor
Address

1801 5. oingsley Drive, Log angeles

. (Date and
Birth Place)

Liay 19, 1844, lt. .phreim, Ohio

FATHER William vhafer |

. (Date and .. L.
Birth  ‘placey 1811, Virginia

If Deceased, When 1909

MOTHER  Ic¢sbel Voorhiss .

. (Date and
_ Birth Place)

1814, ilew York

- If Deceased, When 1892

IF MARRIED, TO WHOM' Lgry Harriot Harrold- °

) . (Date and . e
_ Birth of Same | "Place) __ Qotober 7, 1851, COak :lanch
San Joaquin Valley, Calif.
If Deceased, Whenyiay 14, 1935, Los Angeles, Calif,

When Married jjoyeuber 2, 15879

CHILDREN (Married Names of Daughters)

Lres., ffie Jilpus

20y Ve

gallie (a. 1896, ared 3 yeurs)




TITLES OF BOOKS, ARTICLES, MUSIC, OR OTHER
CREATIVE WORK

(In the case of printed matter, please give date and publisher; of periodical publica-
tions also name of magazine and date.)

REVIEWS, CRITICISMS, AND OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL
NOTICES

(Please note printed matter concerning yourself or your work. We would appreciate
any such material you may send, clippings, reviews, portrait.)

Hunt's California and the Jalifornions, vel 1V

p 281




ANCESTORS OF DISTINCTION OR LOCAL INTEREST

(Please include names of local interest as “forty-niners,” or any one connected with
the affairs or development of the state or city, as officials, professional men, mer-
cants, etc.)

subilect was a decaendent of american Colonial

100,

His wife's parents were forty-uiners.

EDUCATION (Schools, Colleges, Degrees, Etc.)

Sural schools, Chio; Towa utute Uolleze, fo.a

ity (four yeurs)

CLUBS, LEARNED SOCIETIES, ETC.

Mason: Sormaunder of the Southern Ugslifornia
Veterans asscciaticn of Civil Jar Velerans
i..erﬂbur Of the /-‘!’oﬁoi;ko

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION l.ethodist

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS .epublican

RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SINCE 187¢




SKETCH

. (Please make this as full as possible, giving business affiliations, positions of honor or trust
with dates if possible.)

Austin Conrad Shafer, Civil .Jar veteran was
born May 19, 1844, near Liount iphrain, Ohio, and
spent his youth on the farm where he was born.

His education, until eighte¢en years when he
volunteered in the Civil .Jar, consisted of two
months during the winter in the rural schools.

after discharge from the army in 1865 ir,.
shafer returnegd to nis studies and shortly aiter-
ward went to Iowa City where he spent four years

3 2 LL
pPas 11

Luwabﬁﬁatu Urriversitys i
Soming to San Joaquin Valley, California, in
—4é%ﬁ;4y}—taught—pu%;iemse%eo}—+e%—£eaf—ye&fs——%hen
removed to *os an-eles, where he taught the first
public school in Santa onica
During the boom of 1886 mr. chafer, after
havipg speut ten ye.rs as the head of various city
schools, zave up the profescion of teaching and be-
came a realtor. HYe bHuilt un a large raeal estate
business, esnecially as a subdivider of estates
into home sites, and remained in real estute enter-
prises wtiT 1972, When ne retired.
Zlected to the City Jouncil from the 5th ward

T o (0 o o n o e A o Qo ot am s T OQO Y OQM PO " | 2 a1 "
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ing committees: sewers, Janjas, 3uilding, Teulth,
lg_hr‘lq' Supplies, and the .peciul- dgrg,j‘r,tee_g;_l_.hhdr—

tor amenduent. He also was a nember of the TFublie
Joris Conmiittee the affairs of which were adminis-
trated by Councilmen in thoce days.

AS a Councilman representing the city's relig-
ious element, he caused to be enacted the sunday
clcsing law for saloons. He was the only nmember
Teelected to the couwicil after the Charter of 1889
vent into effect.

_ T 1891=1892 v Shuoforwas slvoied to the
Board of Education, and served durinw this time

el mact dant o= f‘ +%n SahaAanl G2 e anlh anl
T AN J‘JJ-UUJ-‘-LU-L‘.U T R TIN U JJJG‘J- J-. J.'LD - QUJLUUJ—

trustee he instltuted the custom of flying our flug
over schoolihouses,

.r. Shafar is retired, and lives ot his hone
in o A celas, -
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